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PROVINCE OF LATIN AMERICA 

 

Santiago del Estero... WE HAVE CELEBRATED A GREAT FEAST  
 

On December 31, Fesat of Mother Gérine, all of us with the Provincial, Sr. Viviana Sisack, and the laity, met to 
celebrate the promise of Celia, Jorge Lescano and Estela Lescano, lay associates of the Congregation of the 
Dominican Ssters of St. Catherine of Siena.  
The celebration was simple, but very much moving. After the reading of the day’s Gospel, S. M. Viviana 
received in her hands the promise of the three lay associates.  
Celia and Jorge decided to make the promise together as married couple. “We have always done everything 
together from the day we wedded; we have always accompanied each other and waited for each other so that 
we might walk together” –thus they motivated their choice- and they asked the protection of St. Dominic, of St. 
Catherine and our Lady of Guadalupe to set on this journey of communion between sisters and the laity. 
Estela, very much devoted to St.Martin de Porres, asked his protection. As a visible sign of their belonging to 
the Family of the sisters, Sr. M. Viviana gave each of the three a small Dominican cross.  
The letter, which the Prioress General had sent us, inspired and led us in the preparation of the day’s feast. We 
prepared a pot full of different flowers and put it before the image of Mother Gérine, symbolising the garden of 
the children generated by her life. To confirm that each flower had bloomed out in this garden because all of 
them had been sown by the Spirit, we concluded the celebration by going one by one to take a flower from the 
pot and to depose it at the feet of Baby Jesus.  
We wish to share with you a thought out of the words pronounced by Sr. Viviana on that day, words which still 
echo in our mind and heart. “…We do not know exactly why our lay associates requested to be members of our 
Family yet, looking around at the present reality, we may say that it was the answer to the deep search for a 
complementary enlightening of our life: these lay associates have discovered the sacred value of their religious 
life and religion finds in them a commitment to the lay reality”. 
 

We apologise for being late in publishing and sharing this important event. The delay is due to our passing from 
an important moment to the other….and only now, during a week of relax, we have been able to find time and 
to fill our heart with this beautiful memory. Here is a summary of what we lived during that wonderful time. 

� From January 3 till 13, 2007,  we were invited by Sr. Patricia to participate in her mission in the 
desert of  Santiago del Estero, precisely at Barrancas Coloradas, with a missionary group from the 
Chapel of St. Rose of Lima. The missionary slogan was, “Together with Mary we seek Jesus, a 
treasure hidden in our community”.   

� From January 16 till 20, we participated in the preparation for the Perpetual vows of  Sr. Barbarita in 
Maipú (Mendoza).  

� On January 21, Final Profession of Sr. Barbarita 
� January 21-23, we participated in the first provincial meeting of sisters and laity, in Agrelo, Mendoza, 

where we developed the themes of the fears and hopes arising from this journey of union among the 
sisters and then between sisters and laity (photo 2). During the meeting Robert made hi promise as lay 
associate.  

� January 28- February 3: together with Sr. M. Elizabeth and Sr. Mariana, we animated the retreat of 
the vocational group in Mar del Plata, with reflections on the Prophet Jeremiah (Photo 1).  Finally we 
enjoyed a few days of rest.  …                                 Elettra e Michele 

 

 

 

SUORE DOMENICANE di S. Caterina da Sienadi S. Caterina da Sienadi S. Caterina da Sienadi S. Caterina da Siena    

FFFOOOGGGLLLIIIOOO   IIINNNFFFOOORRRMMMAAATTTIIIVVVOOO   
 



 2 

PERU: The Lay Associates renew their commitment  

On February 4, at the end of an 8 days retreat, 15 lay associates with the charism of our 
Congregation, renewed their commitment and two new ones assumed it for the first time, while two more, 
for unavoidable circumstances, will renew it later.  
Their retreat had to answer the following question, “Is there anyone who does not desire to be happy?” 
The retreat had been pre-disposed to answer this question, which all men and women feel to be deeply 
written in them. The days marked the steps of this question, which finds its answer only in Jesus, the 
witness of his Father’s passionate love.  

During this celebration of renewed commitment, 3 persons manifested the desire of setting on the 
journey of preparation towards the same promise. They live in two different localities: Lima and 
Paramonga (200 Km. from Lima). During the year, like last year, they spend a few sharing days, usually on 
every Sunday, when, after the Eucharist, they stay together the daylong to share their experiences, themes 
of formation, lunch and moments of recreation.  

We have many reasons to thank the Lord: 

• His faithfulness and his love inviting to the same journey many men and women seduced by the 
passion of the Father’s heart revealed in Jesus; 

• The beautiful reality that St. Dominic, St. Catherine and Mother Gérine keep on being attractive 
models for our brothers;  

• The mission in Peru is strengthened and extended by the presence of our associated brothers and 
sisters. (Photo 6)  

                                                           Hna Genoveva de Saint André 
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BARI: BARI: BARI: BARI: Two special events have marked the first steps of our new community. 

    

The Orthodox Nuns The Orthodox Nuns The Orthodox Nuns The Orthodox Nuns     

   �   One week after our arrival in Bari, we had an experience of the devotion to St. Nicholas on 

behalf of the Orthodox faithful. A delegation of almost 60 nuns from a Monastery (with 1000 nuns!!) 

near Moscow, crowded the St. Nicholas crypt for two consecutive days, celebrating wonderful liturgies 

with songs, benedictions, incense and flowers cultivated in their monastery. It was, for us, an 

immersion into the mystery, both because of the language and because of the rites, which were quite 

different from our Roman Liturgy. The whole atmosphere took us to another dimension (Photo 3-4). 

Despite the difficulty in understanding one another, we enjoyed a short communication: a nun came 

close to us and we exchanged a few words (I do not know in which language). The following day they 

brought many images for us, especially that of St. Stephen of Sarov, whose relics are kept in the 

Monastery. Who knows whether we shall have a chance of returning their act of kindness by going to 

visit them in their monastery!  

    

Renewal of vows Renewal of vows Renewal of vows Renewal of vows     

   �   The second event was the renewal of vows by Sr. M. Lilian, on February 10, just in the crypt, 

near this great Saint for whom very many people all over the world have a deep devotion. Our function 

was not as suggestive as the one we have spoken of above, but it was surely charged with faith and 

emotion. In saying her “yes”, to the Lord Sr. M. Lillian was surrounded and strengthened not only by 

our community but also by fathers and the faithful who normally participate in the daily celebration of 

the Eucharist. Thinking that a renewal of vows has taken place over here, we asked St. Nicholas that 

there may be more and more renewals of vows with new and many more vocations (photo 5).  

 

TAMAI: THE JOY OF A NEW LIFE  
February 4, 2007: On that day, the world Day for Life, our parish was in a festive mood because Andrea 
and Simon, twins, George and Peter have became “children of God”, new creatures in Christ Jesus through 
the Sacrament of Baptism.  
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“It was an important and joyful feast for our parish to baptise four new lives”, the Parish Priest said in his 
homily. Addressing the parents, the god-mothers and god-fathers and the children, he put them before the 
commitments they were going to assume during the faith journey of the baptised creatures.   
It was surprising to see how quiet the children were during the celebration of the Mass and the rite of 
Baptism. They looked as if they were fully aware of what was going to be conferred to them. At the end of 
Mass one of their parents prayed like this on behalf of all, “Lord, help us not only to be husband and wife, 
but also father and mother of our children”.   
These families offered a lunch and we were invited to share their feast. We were a total of almost one 
hundred persons! It was a pleasant moment, above all, for the parents of the twins, who thanked the Lord 
for all he had granted, despite the serious difficulties faced during the pregnancy.  
We, too, join the thanksgiving of these families that have been able to say “yes” to the new lives, 
overcoming all difficulties, rather accepting everything with serenity. We ask you to remember them in 
your prayers, that the Lord may grant them the strength to witness to the faithfulness of God in their life. 

� � � � � 

 February 11, 2007: This was another feast day in our parish, because Our Lady of Lourdes is the Patron 
of the town. We went through three preparation days with the preaching of Fr. Rober Taddei, O.P. on 
creation, from the book of Genesis. The meetings were for different groups in the parish. The feast was 
characterised by intense prayer. Many families participated in the Mass; so much as the Parish asked 
himself, “Where do all these God’s children come from?” 
After mass, there was the procession of Our Lady accompanied by Marian songs and the band of the town. 
The streets were tastefully decorated with blue and white cloth: it was truly spectacular! After the 
conclusive blessing in the Church, all went home with radiant face, sign of their great devotion for Mary. 
                          

DDDDELEGATION OF FRANCEELEGATION OF FRANCEELEGATION OF FRANCEELEGATION OF FRANCE    

 
GAILLAC 
The community has spent an important time on the occasion of the century birthday of Sr. Roselyne. 
We prepared ourselves for this event with a novena of prayers for the VIII centenary of foundation of the 
monastery of the Dominican Nuns.  
On January 31, birthday of our sister, we had a simple and fervent Eucharistic celebration, presided by Fr. 
Brian, chaplain of the Nuns in Prouilhe. 
In his short and beautiful homily, Father Brian evoked the events during 1907, without forgetting the birth 
of d’Hergè…Commenting the readings, he remembered the apostolic life of our sister, who has been for 
many years light to the sick and salt of the earth, spreading around her the good news of salvation.  
Sr. Roselyne has always been surrounded by her nephews and pro-nephews, who came from Paris to 
celebrate her feast with the sisters of her community, the personnel of the house and many more sisters of 
the Delegation. More members of her family and friends were present with gifts of flowers, telegrams, fax 
and e-mails. 
After the celebration we enjoyed cookies, champagne and local specialities, offered by the family of the 
sister. To symbolise this January 31, 2007, a souvenir-poster with the writing “100 roses for a century” 
was fixed in the tastefully decorated hall. 
Despite her infirmity, Sr. Roselyne was present the whole day, participating in the celebration of her feast. 
 
PREDICADOUS   
On the evening of February 2, during a celebration, we received the FUNDAMENTAL 
CONSTITUTIONS and its covering letter. We prepared the celebration with utmost care, being aware that 
it marked a new phase of our union. Moreover, we wanted to live it in communion with  our sisters in the 
four continents, in the very heart of the Church, thus we took time to prepare the text, the songs, symbols 
and decorations.  
Our union is the fruit of a long journey, thus starting from the first floor we went up the stairs slowly, 
while echoing a beautiful Invitatory, “Today the light shines on earth: come let us adore the Lord!” 
We stopped before the door of the chapel, where there is a map of the world with the evidenced countries 
in which our communities are present; we looked at them calling them one by one. Dilated towards the 
dimensions of the world, our heart was in communion with all the communities in Argentina, Pakistan and 
so on and so forth. Before the map a sister read the letter of the Commission to all the communities. 
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Then, we entered the chapel, where we breathed a festive atmosphere because the images of Dominic, 
Catherine and Mother Gérine were near the Bible, the whole surrounded by multi-coloured lights, and a 
poster describing our celebration displayed under the tabernacle: 

Baptised-called-consecrated-sent for the mission 
After the way of Dominic, Catherine, Mother Gérine, we commit ourselves to this new event: THE 
UNION. 
We spent a long time in prayer, during which these words were repeated by a song, a Word of the Bible, a 
passage from the Fundamental Constitution.  
“Opening our hands” we allowed these words to descend into our heard, since they express. “Walk with us, 
Mary”.   
This celebration was for us a strong moment of communion with our sisters and a new SEND OFF. . 
We then came down to the ground floor, and made some crepe to celebrate February 2!  Sr. Alice is specialised 
in making them. Everything was ready and we closed the evening joyfully.         The community  
 

PAKISTAN 
 
The wave of bad weather goes 
on with abundant rains in the 
plains and snowfalls on the 
hills.  
The preparation for the final as 
well as for the government 
examinations gives a tone to 
the school during the whole 
winter period. The students in 
the high classes (IX and X), 
display all their talents of 
acting, singing, dancing, 
decorators, etc for the special 
farewell programmes in honour 
of the X class students who, 
after their government 
examinations, will leave the 
school.  Many of them will 
continue their studies in the 
Government Universities 

Others will get married, more or less willingly.   
  

In several cities, including the capital, frequent terrorist attacks go on 
sowing sorrow, destruction and fear. We are truly in the hands of God, 
because we can’t have human security anywhere. 
The Way of the Cross is one of the most felt Lenten practices for the 
Christians in Pakistan. Every Friday in Lent, the churches are crowded 
with faithful who participate actively, following the development of the 
drama of the passion attentively and with devotion, as we live it again in 
every station of the cross.  
However, many Christians do not have clear ideas about the meaning of 
Lent and on how to live it. Often they are influenced by the Muslim world 
about the way of fasting: at a fixed time and obligation about the 
beginning and the end of the daily fasting, complete abstinence from all 
food and drink, even from medicines. In other words, they have an 
external and legalistic view of fasting, with strict obligation of penance 
practices, to the disadvantage of a true interior meaning of our Lent. 
We need a genuine Christian formation: liberation from rigid legalistic 
schemes of punishment deriving from other religions, thus living Lent 
personally, in the loving freedom of the children of God, redeemed by 
Jesus Christ.   

 

IBADAN - NIGERIA 
 
 FEBRUARY 1O: RENEWAL OF VOWS AND BEGINNING of POSTULATE.  
This day offered us the possibility of contemplating the bounty of God in our life. It was the first time 
for us to participate in a celebration like that. It was a renewal also for us, since it looked like the first 
profession.  
We were impressed by the attitude of the three sisters and the pitch of their voice in pronouncing the 
vows.  Everything revealed great love and a renewed faith-trust in God, as well as the joy of having 
served the Lord in his vineyard for one full year. Their “Yes” seemed to express their availability to be 
instruments in the hands of God for ever. We experienced also a deep sense of trust in God and the will 
of going on with our formation, being available for everything in the hands of God. We felt encouraged 
thinking that we, too, like them will be enabled to realise our ideal with the help of God that has always been 
and will surely be our strength.  We wish our sisters many more years of life in the vineyard of the Lord.  
The admission of more postulants into our community reveals to us the faithfulness of God who never 
leaves his vineyard without workers, as the Acts of the Apostles state, “The Lord added to their number 
those whom he wanted to save”.   
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In the evening of the same day, four aspirants: Angela, Clara, Joy and Patrizia started officially their 
postulate, while three postulants will soon start their canonical year of novitiate.  
All the sisters collaborated to make that day unforgettable. Reciprocal help is a true strength.  

 The novices in Ibadan  
 
 
 

 

A special commemoration  
Rome, February 2007: The community of Via degli Artisti and the general curia gathered around 
Sr. M. Germana Pandolfo e Sr. M. Stella Mulé and joined them in the thanksgiving to God for the 
gift of 70 years of consecrated life in our Religious Family. During Mass, the celebrant Fr. Bruno 
Esposito o.p., highlighted the beauty and the value of a life totally offered to Him from the very 
youth and lived in the joy and strength that flow from His love. The day was spent in a serene 
festive climate, with an agape made joyful by songs in three languages: Italian, French and Urdu 
and by the display of gifts, signs of affection and appreciation in honour of the two sisters. Here is a 
direct testimony from one of them…   
 

70 years of Religious Profession  
 

January 10, 2007, marked 70 years of our religious profession, emitted on January 10, 1937, in the 
luminous candid chapel of the new Noviciate House, at Montemario, where, immersed most joyfully in the 
divine Light with my vows of the evangelical counsels, I became totally and wholly a possession of the 
Lord. From that very moment I entrusted my life to Him, under the protection of Our Lady of the Rosary, 
of St. Dominic and St. Catherine of Siena. .  
My personal life opened to the truth not only of faith and of being, but also to that of acting, in my 
relationships with the Lord and the sisters.  
My journey, starting with the gift of the call and with a joyful response flowing from faith, supported by 
hope and enriched by love, was not devoid of obstacles.  
The human dimension of my life kept on developing with study, with teaching, with other mansions at the 
service of the Congregation and lastly with my research and passionate study of the events about the life of 
Mother Gérine. 
My interior journey through the Word of God and prayer went on opening my heart progressively to God 
and my neighbours, mainly in my fraternal communitarian relations.   
The truth of my weakness, my limits and my sins was very clear in my being. Besides the merciful love of 
the crucified Jesus, I have been feeling the support of many holy sisters who are still living and of those 
who are already in the Kingdom of God.   
In spite of physical suffering and many difficulties, I consider my recent and quite long stay in the hospital 
as a gift of God who has thus allowed me to re-read my life and to enter the Heart of Jesus in a deeper and 
essential relation with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Moreover, he has granted me the joy of many expressions of love and benevolence that have revived my 
existence even in that atmosphere of suffering. Many have been the sisters who have made me feel their 
presence at my side.  
At the completion of my 70 years of consecrated life, here I am in my religious house, where, while in the 
hospital, I sometimes thought that I would no longer come back. Jesus keeps on asking me, “Do you love 
me?” The challenge facing me finds a reply in my loving surrender, “Yes, I am ready to accept whatever 
you are going to ask me!”  
I do not know how longer I shall live, but I accept whatever will be, waiting for “His coming”……..  
       Sr. M. Germana Pandolfo 

 
RECOGNITION  

Sr. M. Benilde Tento, our missionary sister in Argentina, has devoted herself to the 
assistance of the elderly ladies in our homes for the aged of Maipù and Mar del Plata. In this city, 
for almost 12 years he has been devoting one afternoon every week to the spiritual animation of 
the aged in another geriatric institute, involving in her work a group of lay persons from our 

������  TTEESSTTIIMMOONNIIEESS ������ 
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“barrio” and from the city. Even now, at 84, she goes every day to pay a visit to the aged, makes 
them pray or listen to the readings, going to them every evening to wish them a peaceful night, 
with a motherly attention to the needs of each one.  

On December 2, 2007, the Association of gerontology in Mar del Plata, during a public 
ceremony, awarded to her a prize with the following motivation, “To Sr. Benilde Tento 

because, despite her age, she keeps on exercising her activity in favour of the aged”. 

We are grateful to God for placing her lamp on the candlestick, to His glory.  

Sr. M. Benilde goes on witnessing to the compassion of Jesus without noise and without thinking 
of her services considered as “great” in the eyes of men, but which evidently taste of eternity 
since the Eternal One is Love. 
 

From the General Curia From the General Curia From the General Curia From the General Curia     
 
February 2007    
To the various commitments mentioned in the previous F. I., we add that: 
♣  on greeting our Prioress General during the meeting of the Commission for the Preaching, the 
Master General of the Order, Fr. Carlos Azpiroz, told her that, with its journey to Union, our 
Congregation has “preached” with life and has made the whole Order to participate in the joyful and 
hopeful announcement;  
♣ the long journey of Sr. Suzanne from Lima to Rome, with a stop in Madrid, had a happy 
conclusion, though the plane was a few hours late;  
♣  Sr. M. Celina e Sr. M. Josy went for two days to the community of Montecreto to elaborate, with 
Mimmo a lay associate, a formation programme for the voluntary missionaries;  
♣ Sr. M. Elvira travelled to Turin, where she stayed for two days to prepare with an equip the 
meeting on Catherine Project IV:  
♣ on February 24 and 25 the voluntary missionaries had their IV meeting at Montemario. The 
meeting was co-ordinated by Sr. Celina in collaboration with Sr. M. Juana and of Mimmo;  
♣ on Sunday, February 25, Sr. M. Josy participated in a meeting of the Dominican Family, held in 
Rome, with two pilgrimages to the convents of St. Sabina and St. Sisto. 
♣ Sr. Anna Maria Ubaldi has come from Uganda for a period of rest and professional updating in 
Italy; she is at present in our clinic of Turin.  
 

 Calendar Calendar Calendar Calendar for March  for March  for March  for March 2007200720072007    
 
1 - 23 March: after the days spent in the community of Genova, our Prioress General will visit the 
communities in Slovenia, Tamai and Venice;. 
10 – March 11: Sr. M. Elvira will participate in the Dominican Congress to be held in Bari, on the 
theme, “Preachers of hope, made passionate by the Word.”  
March 12: Sr. M. Josy will leave for Guadeloupe for a visit to the communities and to her family.  
March 14 – 31: Sr. M. Elvira visits the Delegation of France and Spain devoting her first week to the 
community of Jerez of the Frontier (Spain) and the last days to the Council of the Delegation to be 
held at Biarritz. 
March 25:  First Profession of Mariagrazia Moresco at Montemario.  
 


