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Erection of the community in BariErection of the community in BariErection of the community in BariErection of the community in Bari    

On January 27, 2007, at 09.00 o’clock, we 

were in the yard before the chapel of 

Montemario, surrounded by all the sisters of the 

community who were there to greet us before 

our departure. Mother Viviana accompanied us. 

We reached Bari by the minibus of the Parish in 

Fiano Romano, loaded with baggage and useful 

things for a new house. The welcome on behalf 

of the Dominican Fathers was splendid, visibly 

manifested by the loving care with which they 

had furnished the house to its least details.   

The 20th, feast of St. Thomas, was the great day 

for the presentation of our Community to the 

city of Bari. It took place during the 10.30 Holy 

Mass in the Basilica of St. Nicola, before 

countless people. We wondered at the warmth 

with which all welcomed us and the trust, which 

they, especially the Fathers-, handed over to us. 

  

TV services were not missing, as well as 

newspapers with titles like “Four sisters for 

St.Nicola” and “Here are the sisters who will 

welcome the pilgrims to St. Nicola”… equally,    

the following day, walking along the small 

streets of “borgo antico”, smiling people 

exclaimed, “Ah, you are the sisters of St. 

Nicola…” 

Our thanks go to all who have accompanied us 

with prayer, e-mails and their presence 

(particularly the Sisters and laity from 

Martignano and St. Pancrazio).  

We appeal to the support of your prayer, so that 

we may answer your hopes and expectations. 

We shall keep you informed about the activity, 

which has already been assigned to us.   

 
                         � � � � � 
 

 

SUORE DOMENICANE di S. Caterina da Sienadi S. Caterina da Sienadi S. Caterina da Sienadi S. Caterina da Siena    

FFFOOOGGGLLLIIIOOO   IIINNNFFFOOORRRMMMAAATTTIIIVVVOOO   
 

 

 
From Left:  Sr. M. Lilian Obialo (Nigeria); Mother 
Madre  Viviana, Prioress  general; Sr. M. Sonia Mele 
(Italy); Sr. Marie-Line Lucina (Guadeloupe); Sr. M. 
Consuelo Serafin (Italy): on the day  in which the new 
community was erected.  

� � � � � 

Here are the communities of Vrhnika and 
Tamai together with Mother Gérine from 
December 30 until January 1, 2007. 
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In the afternoon of December 30, we, sisters of the Vrhnika community, travelled to Tamai, where we were 
received warmly by the sisters and the Parish Priest, Don Saverio. We went there to celebrate all together the 
feast of Mother Gérine and the New Year Day. We lived days of grace, fraternity and prayer. 
Every year Mother Gérine offers us the occasion of celebrating her birth in heaven as well as the opportunity of 
strengthening our charism, to be announcers of salvation and unity, while renewing the awareness of being 
called to build up communities ready to announce the Risen Christ to all men. 
Here are the resonances from the interview of the sisters after these wonderful days.  
 

Question: Dear sister, would you tell us about your experiences during these days?  
This is the first time I make a similar experience of simple and intense fraternity with the sisters.  
I have been able to put in syntony two personalities: the person of Mother Gérine and Pope Benedict XVI. I 
have seen the slogan that the Pope has launched this year “The human person, heart of peace”, concretised in 
what our Mother Founder was. She was able to incarnate the person of Christ and to communicate Him to 
others through her works of mercy. These days have helped me to confirm the slogan of the Pope: it is just what 
our Mother lived and what she calls us to live today. Sr. M. Lia Lomuscio. 
 
Our prayer was very beautiful, well prepared and silent. I lived it intensely with full participation. I felt the 
living presence of Mother Gérine. I realise that the simple fact and desire of being together made the moments 
of recreation beautiful and rich in fraternity. What a pity that the Pirano Community was missing! We extend 
our thanks to the Tamai Community for welcoming us and letting us feel at home! Sr. M. Flora Tupputi  
 
It was beautiful! “Ecce quam bonum et quam iucundum abitare fratres in unum” I liked our common prayer and 
rejoicing. The prayerful moment of the celebration and the conclusive prayer at Vespers of January 1, were 
very moving. 
I shall never forget my joy at meeting many dear and welcoming parishioners and for being given the occasion 
of thanking them during the pre-festive Mass of January 1, as well as of expressing our gratitude for the moral 
support and the generosity they always extend to both of our community in Slovenia. This moment was for 
them very moving. Many thanks to the Parish Priest for everything! Sr. M. Gerina Marrone  
 
I cannot ignore my emotion for the warm and spontaneous fraternity we lived during those days, under the 
loving glance of our Mother Gérine.  
I am usually very sensitive before this kind of simple moments charged with warmth and humanity. We glorify 
you, Lord, and give our thanks to all who contributed to create such a very joyful atmosphere. I wish all of you 
a serene new year in the name of Jesus and Mary. Sr. M. Mercede Aromando  
 
Thank you, sisters, for enriching us with your experiences. May the Lord grant us many more occasions for 
living moments of joy, announcements, fraternity and love for the whole world. 
We missed our Pirano Sisters a lot, but we hope that they will not be missing on the next occasion.  
Sr. M. Felicitas Nwabueze e Sr. Marie-Lucia Agboifo   
 

DDDDELEGAELEGAELEGAELEGATION OF TION OF TION OF TION OF FFFFRANCERANCERANCERANCE/S/S/S/SPAIN PAIN PAIN PAIN     
 
CATHERINE OF SIENA is a saint who has always made me to feel shy because of the extraordinary aspect of 
her life. How to approach her?  
I was filled with fear and desire of knowing her better. Having Father Dominic and Mother Gérine left us 
nothing in writing, how to go on ignoring the writings of Mother Catherine? I missed the keys to enter them 
and to enter them with all my heart. 
Luckily, we have been offered a gift: a meeting on St. Catherine of Siena! To allow the participation of a good 
number of sisters from the France/Spain Delegation, the meeting took place at Biarritz and in Albi. Heartfelt 
thanks to our animators, sr. M. Elvira e sr. Claire-Marie, who doubled their work of animation and, above all, 
were able to bring Catherine very close to us, arousing our interest and our reflections. 
I have personally appreciated their pedagogy:  

• Simple words, to everybody’s reach  
• Questions touching our life 
• Means orienting personal researches, for instance, posters evoking the life of Catherine exposed along 

the corridor. Each sister drew out a number assigning a poster to observe, thus situating her in the life 
of Mother Gérine. Full of enthusiasm, I drew out the number 17 and I was already preparing myself to 
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contemplate a beautiful image… instead, what a pity, I drew out the wrong number! Just one word: 
Urban VI. Almost disappointed, I had no other alterative but to seek a source of inspiration on this 
personality. However, I enjoyed the work of the other sisters.  

My work-group allowed me to meet and to listen to sisters with whom I was not used to share in a deep way. 
We experienced a climate of confidence, simplicity and respectful listening. Each sister donated the best of 
herself, mainly when we faced the questions:   
“Which kind of desires is present in my life? Confront them with those of Catherine”. 
“How do we enter the desire of God? What does this imply?”  
Luckily, we had the audacity of saying “yes”, and this allowed our reciprocal acquaintance. .  
 
During those two days of grace, the animators spoke with fire and ardour. They did not impart us just a 
teaching: they witnessed: their attachment to Catherine. At the end of the meeting, Sr. M. Elvira questioned us 
forcefully: “I WANT” to study the writings of Catherine, together or in group? It is not a moral work, but a re-
awakening work of knowledge”. 
How to answer this? In the Word of God or in readings, in the words that speak of desire, knowledge, 
Church… For many reasons, a rural place may become a spiritual desert; our Prédicadous community sees its 
commitment to the Church rooting deeper in the following of Catherine, who gave her own life for the Church.  
There is one regret: two days, though sufficiently filled in, is too short a time to assimilate and interiorise the 
message. Now I have had a dream: a retreat with Catherine of Siena, in which times of solitude and prayer will 
have a wider space. Today, I want to express my deepest gratitude to all those who have animated these very 
fruitful days. Sr. Géneviève 
 

PROVINCE OF PAKISTAN  
 
Thanking God, the Christmas celebrations went on peacefully all over the Country.  
In Faisalabad, on Christmas Day, at the end of the first morning Mass, a delegation of Muslim religious leaders 
came to the Cathedral with a huge Christmas cake, which was cut together with the Bishop, before the crowd of 
the faithful, which filled up the cathedral. Those Molvis are members of the joint Commission (Christians and 
Muslims) for peace and harmony. The Bishop of Faisalabad also, and some Dominican Fathers, belong to this 
group that works in strict collaboration, intervening every time problems between Christians and Muslims arise.  
In the effort of wanting to create good relations between the members of the two Religions, this year there has 
been also another event worthy of being remembered. The Bishop, Mons. Joseph Coutts, was invited by a 
madrassa (we could call it a “seminary”, which prepares the young Muslims to become “Molvi”, namely 
religious leaders), for a Christmas get-together. They read some passages from the Koran about Jesus and the 
youths sang their religious hymns fit for the occasion. Naturally, the cutting of the cake and the customary 
embracing of one another, were not missing.  
The leaders of the Madrassa were urged towards this exceptional initiative, the first of the kind, by the fact that 
every year our Bishop invites Muslim religious personalities on the occasion of Christmas: they felt the desire 
of returning this gesture. 
To understand the importance of this event, it suffices to remember that the mentioned Muslim religious 
seminaries are often sources of the worst fundamentalists.  
Let us support with our prayer the efforts of all men of good will who want a more open and tolerant society.  
  

DELEGATION OF NIGERIA  
 
ABATETE  
The 15/12/06 is the day in which the school closed for holidays. The courtyard was decorated for the occasion. 
The students of the Junior Secondary School had prepared colourful Christmas wishing cards which, hanging 
with bright ribbons in the balconies, exhibited themselves and spread the most fantastic good wishes. The 
decorations were fixed by the students of the Senior Secondary School who added collages with Christmas 
sentences and nailed them to the trees. The Christmas Party started in this dream-land at 15.30. All the classes 
displayed their programmes magisterially: dances, riddles, games, puzzles, songs and jokes, everything was 
organised by the students with the help of the prefects of the school. Biscuits and drinks were served at the end 
of the feast, and our students, after getting their final results card, went home jumping with joy.   
 

19/12/06. According to the calendar of activities in preparation for Christmas, this is the day we use to visit the 
poor of the village. To meet these people who live every day a life of poverty, isolation and suffering is 
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particularly moving. On this occasion usually the community visits those who are alone at home because of 
being sick or blind or abandoned.  
This year, for the first time, we reached a young man abandoned by his family. 
Raphael was sitting on the ground of his untidy compound. A neighbouring woman of the village came to open 
the door. The gate was locked, thus we had to pass through a nearby compound. When Raphael received the 
bag containing rice and other small things, he sat on the ground again and started looking at those things 
silently for quite a long moment. Sr. Paolina invited him to pray and he did it. After prayer, we greeted him and 
experienced a deep tenderness at the sight of his radiating face.  
We hope that his joy may last for long. 
 

When we reached home again, we found something before the door, which the King of Ogidi and his wife had 
offered to us. We accepted everything with the gratitude, which Mother Gérine nourished towards Providence, 
and in line with the attitude of Catherine who listened to the invitation of Jesus, “You do think of me and I shall 
think of you” 
We welcome the novice Angela Chinwe Dike who has come to our community for her apostolic experience.  
 
   
 

 

 
KAKUMIRO 

 
To participate in the Assembly of the communities in Uganda, which was held at Kakumiro, on January 4-
6, 2007, was a great newness for me! Last year, when I heard that our two communities would gather in 
Assembly, I asked myself what it would be. Though we had heard about the Assembly in Nigeria, it was 
difficult for me to understand what it was all about. I knew that the Prioress general would come to 
conduct it, then I came to know that Sr. M. Juana e Sr. M. Carla would come in her stead. This change 
created some perplexities in me: there is always a certain fear before something we do for the first time!  
The Sisters left Namugongo with the novices and postulants on December 30, 2006, to celebrate the feast 
of Mother Gérine with the sisters of Kakumiro: Sr. Orestina and I remained to wait for the arrival of the 
sisters from Italy and celebrated December 31 in union of spirit and heart. We can call Kakumiro the 
“mother-house” for the sisters in Uganda: to meet there all together is always a joy, a fetching from the 
sources of our charism in the land of Uganda. I arrived at Kakumiro on January 3 and the following day, at 
the opening of the Assembly, many of my interrogatives found their answers: Sr. M. Juana explained how 
our work would unfold according to the directives of the Prioress General; the commitments were assigned 
together for a serene development of the meeting. I soon saw that each sister was happy to participate, to 
give a contribution in search of the common good.  I usually do not like group-work, but this time I have 
found beautiful to work in two distinct groups of 5 sisters each, seeing that each sister expressed her 
thought freely. I can say that it has been a constructive and encouraging experience for me. .   Sr. M. 
Hellen  
 
 

IBADAN  - NIGERIA 
 
Dear Sisters,  
Our experience of formation assumes different tones every day. On our side, we try our best to 
listen with wide open eyes and attentively to all that the Lord tells us. This, however, is not always 
easy, but the grace of God is with us. We have not a  moment rest in the Novitiate. Every minute 
finds us busy. We keep running from one corner of the house to the other: we go to fetch water, 
then to cook and to do the cleaning or watering the plants. We try to say our joyful, fruitful and 
faithful “FIAT”, like that of Mother Gérine. Your prayers are of a considerable support for us. 
Please do go on praying so that we may be docile instruments in the hands of God and become like 
Mary, a fecund womb where the Lord may incarnate himself today.  
 

������  TTEESSTTIIMMOONNIIEESS ������ 



 5 

We want to share one of the many blessings we have received from God, thanks to the solicitude of 
Mother Viviana with her Council.  It is about the coming of Sr. Pauline Burling among us. She came 
from England and paid us a visit in Ibadan, on December 9, last year.  
Her presence stimulated our curiosity and many questions came to mind, like, “Which Congregation 
do you belong to? Are you also a daughter of Mother Gérine? Why, then, do not you wear the cross 
on the habit? Why does your Rosary have only five decades, while our sisters have fifteen of them?  
…Sr. Pauline did not hesitate to give us her answers with patience and joy. We novices, together 
with the Dominican men novices, enjoyed the opportunity to have her with us for a full week and she 
offered us the best of herself. She enriched us with her themes, like, “The Advent, the liturgy, the 
Lectio-Divina, the Holy Mass and, briefly, the Dominican patrimony and its ways of praying”.  
All this, besides increasing our knowledge, made us understand the style of the Dominican life, 
which we are called to live, thus increasing our love for this great family.  
Sr. Paulina is a monument of learning with the desire of sharing it. We could discover the person 
behind the habit: a true Dominican. She devoted to us every minute of her stay, speaking to us 
about the wonders of God in the Eucharist and the Dominican Tradition. We believe what she has 
been sharing not only because of the depth of her doctrine, but also because we have perceived 
that she believes firmly and lives what she believes.  
Dear Sr. Pauline, we thank you and beg you to come again. We pray that all you have given us may 
turn into our life-style.  
.  

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!          The novices.  

 
ALTO TAQUARI - BRAZIL 

 
As usual, our parish community has his own way of celebrating Christmas. At the beginning of 
December, everything speaks of Christmas and people have different ways of expressing their 
preparation. Some run to market for their shopping, others get busy putting lights in the main square 
and in the secondary streets, others receive the visit of their relatives and others travel. There are, 
however, people who mind the spiritual preparation during Advent and do it by getting the book of the 
novena as a means that helps us to live a different Christmas, with deeper desires and committing 
oneself actively to the service of the Christian community.  
The Brazilian Episcopal Conference prepares, every year, a booklet for the novena and this year they 
have made it following the theme chosen for the journey of the Brazilian Church at the eve of the V 
Episcopal Conference of Latin America, “Disciples and missionaries of Christ”. This Conference will 
take place in Brazil, in the month of May 2007 
The novena is usually prayed in the family with the neighbouring people and ends with a fraternal 
get-together and the game of the “secret friend”, whose name is written on a visiting card and for 
whom we pray and prepare a beautiful Christmas gift. The convivial Christmas feast sometimes is 
anticipated by those who leave the place to reach their own families. The others participate in the 
Night Holy Mass and go on celebrating Christmas suppers in turn with their friends, because many of 
them have their relatives far from Alto Taquari. 
We, too, live the Christmas season with ever new expectations. In particular, this year, with the 
change of all the diocesan Priests: now we have already a new Parish Priest, Don Valdemon 
Mirando, a young priest full of enthusiasm and daring for the Church of Jesus. We are happy and for 
the New Year we foresee a time of renewal, new pastoral lines and orientation. Hna Mercedes  
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From the General Curia From the General Curia From the General Curia From the General Curia     
 
January 2007    
� The visit of Sr. M. Juana e Sr. M. Carla to the Uganda communities has been a very beautiful experience for 
the two sisters who were in that country for the first time. They lived days of fraternity “seeing, hearing and 
touching with their own hands how the roots of Mother Gérine have penetrated deep in that part of the Uganda 
people and the little tree goes on sprouting out leaves and fruit. Their participation in the Sunday Mass, in the 
sanctuary of the Ugandan Martyrs, as well as the visit to the place where the martyrdom took place, were very 
much moving. They now extend to all the sisters their heartfelt thanks for the affectionate welcome and 
availability.   
� We have received by e-mail the news on the journey of Sr. Suzanne in Latin America: everything goes on 
well and we wait for hearing much more on her return.   
� Sr. M. Elvira, on her coming back from France, has narrated the intensity of the feast of Mother Gérine, 
which she celebrated among the sisters of the Delegation and the joy of the participants during the formation 
days whose theme was “The desire” in St. Catherine. 
� On January 14, the sisters present in the residence of the Curia, together with Sr. M. Alessandrina Manzoni, 
paid a visit to Fr. Joseph Serotti to plan with him some initiatives and to visit the crib realised in the Sancturay 
of Bibbiena (Ar).  
� On January 18-24, the Prioress General paid the canonical visitation in the communities of Turin and 
Cerrina, and then passed through Casale. 
� On January 25-26 the General Council had its meetings  
� On January 27, the Prioress General accompanied to Bari the four sisters assigned to form a new community 
of the Frontiers Delegation.   

    
CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar for February   for February   for February   for February  2007200720072007    
 

2 - 5 February: meetings of the General Council   
 
February 6-9: Sr. M. Juana participates in a congress on “The laity and religious life” together with 
Sr. M. Grazia Maestroni and Sr. M. Laura Ferreri.  On February 10 – 11 the three sisters will go to 
Florence for a meeting with the Provincial Council of Italy.   
  
February 7-11: visit of the Prioress General and Sr. M. Celine to the siters in Ealing – London, for a 
joint meeting with  Sr. Angela Mary Leydon, Prioress general of the Stone Sisters.   
 
February 12-14: The Prioress General participates in the meeting of the “Commission for the 
Preaching” called by the Master General in the Convent of St. Sabina, Rome.  
 
February 11-17:  Sr. M. Laura goes to Vigevano for meetings regarding the “St. Joseph School” 
 
February 15:   Sr. Suzanne comes back from her journey to Latin America.                 
 
February 22-23: Administration meeting in Turin for the Prioress General, Sr. M. Celine and Sr. M. 
Laura.  
 
February 25: the Prioress General goes to Genova to conduct the meeting on spirituality for religious, 
organised by the diocesan USMI..  
 
February 26 and following days: the Prioress General accomplishes the canonical visitation in the 
two communities of Genova. 


