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PPPPROVINCE OF ITALY  ROVINCE OF ITALY  ROVINCE OF ITALY  ROVINCE OF ITALY      
 

 
July 7-18: the Province of Italy will celebrate the Provincial Chapter, whose theme will be: 

““““Take care of your brothers…Take care of your brothers…Take care of your brothers…Take care of your brothers…    with the audacity and mercy of Motherwith the audacity and mercy of Motherwith the audacity and mercy of Motherwith the audacity and mercy of Mother Gérine” Gérine” Gérine” Gérine”    
In the convocation circular letter of the Chapter we read the following:  
"We, the Prioress Provincial and the Councillors, feel that the situation of our Province requires combining 
audacity and mercy, as Mother Gérine did, for a discernment that may lead us to evangelical and 
prophetic choices. From the parable of the Good Samaritan we have picked out the Word that will throw 
light on our Chapter reflection and that will educate our heart to audacity and mercy”. 
 
We ask the whole Congregation to be one in prayer, keeping in view the following special dates: 
 

July 8: Eucharistic Celebration presided by the Master General of the Order, Fr.  Carlos Azpiroz Costa 
July 9:       "                        "               "            the Prior Provincial of St. Catherine’s Province, Fr. Daniel Cara 
July 10:     "                        "               "            Fr. Umberto Frassinetti, assistant to the Master General  
The elections for the new government will take place on the same day.  
 

DDDDELEGAELEGAELEGAELEGATION OF THE FRONTIERTION OF THE FRONTIERTION OF THE FRONTIERTION OF THE FRONTIERS S S S     
 

1st Anniversary of the inauguration of the Centre 
and the International Children’s Day 

                                                                

KABUL: May 22 2006- 2007 

The PBK (Pro children in Kabul) Centre has completed its one year service with the 
developmentally delayed children in Kabul. We thank all our well wishers who pray for us and 

help us in various ways, and all those who have remembered us either through e-mails or phone 
calls. 

On 1st June we celebrated the 1st anniversary of the inauguration of our centre combined with the 
International children’s day. We invited the parents to see the activities of their children as the 
fruit of one year of hard work. Beautiful invitation cards were prepared by hand and given to the 

parents who daily come to drop and to pick up their children. For us it was a good opportunity to 
motivate them for the programme and make them aware of the value and place of their special 

children in the family. In order to involve them more actively, we asked them to buy special 
clothes for their children: afghani dress for the girls and the school uniform for the boys, a thing 

that they did very happily. 
For the occasion, the centre was decorated with multi coloured flags and posters, specially one 
poster was more prominent because it was prepared with the photos of the 18 children who so far 

have passed through our centre. The parents were delighted to see them.  
 Tents were also put up to protect the parents and the children from the very hot sunny day. 

The programme was at 9.00 am. The Parents with their children were supposed to arrive at 8.30 
am. To our surprise, all the parents were in time except one, who came a bit late. Mr. Luigi, our 

chief guest with Miss Parveen Azimi  from the ministry of education also arrived in time. The 
programme started with the introduction in both languages: English and Dari. One year activities 
of the centre were mentioned in a very clear and precise way, along with the purpose of the 
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International Children’s Day. It was also said that our centre is a place for the children with 
special needs. If the parents accept the disable child positively, it will have a good effect on the 
family members. After the introduction, the play ground was given in the hands of the children 

who were looking very elegant with red and white caps in their proper dress. With much 
confidence they sang a welcome song and the children’s anthem. They presented drill exercises 

and a tableau as well. They all took part in various competitive games, in which some lost and 
some were the winners, but for us all were the winners, because they all had worked very hard 

according to their abilities. So they all were awarded with prizes. Since it was the International 
Children’s Day other small children came with their parents and they too were given small gifts. 
At the end of the programme Mr. Luigi, Miss Parveen and one of the parents expressed their 

impressions about the activities in the centre and about the impossibility of celebrating the 
children’s day. They were quite surprised to see that mentally delayed children also could 

memorize something and perform everything with confidence. After this all were invited enter 
and see the centre. The guests were very happy to see the clean classrooms well equipped with 

educational material. After this, at 11.30, a delicious Afghani lunch was served. The parents and 
all those present were very happy to be part of the celebration. The children themselves enjoyed it 
a lot. Next day, when they came to the centre, they asked if they would celebrate again next 

Friday again the children’s day on the coming Friday, but some said that it would be celebrated 
every Friday. We thank the Lord who helps our community to be a sign of His presence through 

this service with the children. We do everything FOR THE SAKE OF HIS LOVE AND GLORY.  
The Community  

                                                    
PROVINCE OF PAKISTAN  

 
 

1.1.1.1. At the very start of each 
summer, our venerable Bishop, 
Monsignor Cialeo, founder of 
Multan and of Faisalabad 
Dioceses, always gave us a 
unique advice: “Try to survive”.. 
These words come back to 
mind this year more than ever, 
since all over Pakistan the 
temperature signs a maximum 
degree never recorded for the 
past 13 years (49-50 degrees) 
However, the Lord has offered 
us the occasion of praising His 
mercy even in this “oven”.  In 
fact, just for the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart, which is 
celebrated in many of our 
schools all over Pakistan and, 
particularly, in our community 
of Faisalabad, a thundering 
storm brought an abundance of 
rain and the barometer fell to 
10 degrees. Alleluia!  We could 
breathe again, at least for a few 
days.  
 

2.2.2.2. The Faisalabad Community 
had the Annual Retreat during 
this period. It was conducted by 
Fr. Asi Emmanuel, a famous 
Pakistani priest expert in 
Biblical theology. He led us to 
taste the depth of the 
Magnificat, helping us to 
assume the attitude of the 
Virgin, so that we might 
discover the merciful love of 
God throughout our life.   
The “memory” of God’s action 
in us led us to sing our personal 
Magnificat joyfully. Some 
sisters from our different 
communities also participated 
in the retreat.    

3.3.3.3.  We thank the Lord for the 
successful operation 
undergone by Sr. M. Alessia 
Macrina in Italy. Our heartfelt 
thanks go also to all the sisters 
who assist her carefully and 
fraternally.  
 

4.4.4.4.  This year, the summer 
traffic for the usual home leave 
had to be adapted to the 
programme of the Prioress 
Provincial, who is carrying on 
the Canonical visitation of the 
Communities.  
The preparation for the 
Provincial Chapter is in its full 
and regular progress. We rely 
on the prayer of all our sisters 
to obtain from God graces of 
discernment and a docile 
openness to the action of the 
Spirit. 
 

5.5.5.5. The Faisalabad sisters 
extended their joyful welcome 
to the three juniors, Sr. M. 
Ghazala Ayub, Sr. M. Farah 
Sardar and Sr. M. Samina 
Daniel who have been assigned 
to their community.  
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DELEGATION OF  NIGERIA     

 

IBADAN IBADAN IBADAN IBADAN ----    Pentecost, the day of the out pouring of the Holy Spirit, which we celebrate every year in our 
chapel with the parishioners of the St. Dominic’s out-station was wonderful this year in Ibadan.  We 
spoke in different tongues as the Holy Spirit enabled us.  In the homily, Fr. Julia, sdb, started off with 
greetings in almost twelve languages, that is French, Italian, German, Spanish, English etc as the Holy 
Spirit enabled him to speak.  These languages are different, yet they communicated one thing, 
“Thank you”.  This gesture brought to our mind the experience of the apostles and gave us the clue of 
men’s desire to be one,  yet without loosing our peculiarities.  The use of these peculiarities must be a 
means of unity and an insight of what the church is: “unity in diversity”. 
     During the prayer of the faithful we all prayed in our different Nigerian languages: Igbo, Hausa, 
Yoruba, Edo, English and Italian.  We enriched ourselves with the experience of speaking different 
languages, yet we recognized that it was the same God we were praying to.  And we also believed that 
he heard us.  This brought us to the reality of our creed, of our faith:  God is the maker of heaven and 
earth and dwells everywhere, “and Word was made flesh and dwelt among us” is not far from our 
Pentecost experience.   
     We prepared the gifts with the respective fruit of the Holy Spirit for everybody to pick and all those 
who picked one of them testified that it was exactly the gift they desired from God.  Sr. Juliana O.P. in 
her comment on Pentecost made it clear that those gifts were supposed to be cultivated and looked 
after so as they might become full blown gifts.  In this way she urged us to go home, but to use the 
gifts for the glory of God.      
Our joy was crowned by the visit of our school children with Sr. Clementine O.P., the aspirants and a 
teacher from Abatete. They used our community as a base for their three days excursion during which 
they visited some places in Ibadan and Lagos.  We were delighted to see our students and the 
providence of the school bus that conveyed them to our community.  Before their arrival one could 
easily perceive our intense eagerness to welcome our Special August visitors. All the novices were 
alert to make sure that everything was put in order.  Our enthusiasm, happiness and longing were 
shared by everybody in the house, most especially by those of us who had their aspirancy experience 
at the Abatete community; the anxiety was higher, for the joy of seeing the members of our old 
community.  The words of the psalmist came to be true for us: “forget your own people and your 
father’s house”. The mentioned students have become part of the new people of God.   
Their three days stay with us, gave us the opportunity of reflecting and doing some calculations. Their 
youthful vibration was felt, in many ways, such as banging of doors, care-free attitudes: we reminded 
ourselves that all they did was exactly the way we began our journey. Some of us remembered the 
first time they came to Ibadan for a pre-aspirant meeting, how noisy they were and how they too 
banged the doors. It was an occasion to thank God for the journey thus far. Their banging of the doors 
disturbed us a lot, but we understood them because we too were once like them and we are still 
struggling to accompany the doors and handle our things properly. We are not yet perfect anyhow.   
 
We prayed that God might keep them safe in all their undertakings, protect them from every harm 
and continue to grant them wisdom and understanding in their studies.  The NovicesThe NovicesThe NovicesThe Novices            
                         

DELEGATIONDELEGATIONDELEGATIONDELEGATION    OFOFOFOF    FFFFRANCE/SPAINRANCE/SPAINRANCE/SPAINRANCE/SPAIN            
 

A lay associate in the Delegation of “Mère Gérine”  
 

On Friday, June 15, 2007, at the Maison Mère of Albi, during the celebration of the second Vesper 

for the solemnity of the Sacred Heart, Mrs. Lucette Gilabert was offered a warm welcome by the 

Prioress General, as the first lay associate of the “Mère Gérine” Delegation”.  Thus, the great 

desire of Lucette, already manifested to Sr. Christophe before the Union, was fulfilled. She 

actually expressed the desire of knowing us better and of living the spirituality of Mother Gérine in 

a deeper way. In autumn 2006, she forwarded a written application to Sr. M. Viviana Ballarin, asking 

to be a lay associate of the Congregation. She prepared herself with specific formation meetings, 

accompanied by Sr. Cécile Marie Barrière and by the delegate Sr. M. Elvira Bonacorsi. The Albi 

sisters admire the faithfulness with which, for several years, she kept on participating with them in 
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the celebration of Vespers, her availability to the requests of the community, as well as the 

commitment with which she dedicated herself to visit the sick in a clinic and to lend her pastoral 

collaboration in the Parish. We thank the Lord who does not stop calling and sending his witnesses 

who, with the simplicity and audacity of Mother Gérine, make His love for man visible. We extend to 

her our affectionate and sincere wish for a serene journey and thank her for the gift of herself to 

the entire Family. (See her photo on the website: www.suore-domenicane.pcn.net).  
 

������  TTEESSTTIIMMOONNIIEESS ������ 

“…I have received the first number of your four-
monthly Magazine “Allez, allez petites” and I have 
read it all.   
Its printing look is beautiful; the articles are 
interesting and full of substance, among them the 
reports on the various missionary communities are 
like “moving photos” of the reality that the 
Congregation lives at present a little everywhere in 
the world.  
Here I am, therefore, to thank you for the gift of 
sending me the first number of your Magazine. I 
pray that the Lord –who sent you to proclaim the 
hope of Christ present in every person-, may pour 
abundant blessings along the journey you have set 
on.  
Gratefully I remember the good received from the 
sisters of your Congregation. Allez, allez petites, 
animated by the Holy Spirit.   
A fraternal greeting from Fr. Venturino Alce o.p.” 
 

“…I have received and read with joy the magazine 
of the Congregation and now I thank you (Sr. M. 
Viviana Ballarin n.d.r.)  
No doubt, it is a precious instrument that 
encourages also “our little families” to overcome 
the fear of having to face risks in their faithfulness 
to our Dominican mission. I greet you fraternally 
and in union of prayer. Sr. M. Regina Berardini 

o.p. – Prioress General of the Sisters of the 
Dominican Cenacle”  
 

We have received the bulletin of the Congregation 
that leaves in us a very good impression.  
Both as form and content, it emanates the joy and 
dynamism flowing from the unity that has been 
restored and the finding again of the “roots”. . 
“Allez, allez petites”… 
“Totaliter deputati”, is the entire programme!  
“We are in the world without being of the 
world”… 
There are many quotations that will sign your path 
and will help you to go ahead along hopeful 
journeys.  
  Robert Caizergues – a layman.  
 

“…I had been waiting for several days to receive 
it! I have already read some articles which bring 
fresh air from the life of the Family in the world. It 
is the air of a new life!!! A life that makes Mother 
Gèrine to rejoice and to keep on whispering in our 
ears,: “Allez, allez, petites!” 
The magazine allows me to discover the apostolic 
life of the Congregation, the richness and diversity 
of cultures. The articles lead us closer to the 
communities and urge us to accompany them with 
our prayer.  Hna. Lorena Carribale o.p.” 
 

��������������������    ����    ��������������������    
            

CCCCCCCCCCCCOOOOOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNNNNNGGGGGGGGGGGGRRRRRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTTUUUUUUUUUUUULLLLLLLLLLLLAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIIIIIOOOOOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNNNNNSSSSSSSSSSSS            IIIIIIIIIIII!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!             ………………………………            
    

… to Sr. M. Sonia MelSr. M. Sonia MelSr. M. Sonia MelSr. M. Sonia Meleeee 
who has completed her studies in Religious Sciences with the dissertation of her thesis:  
 

“The dignity of the person in the encyclicals of John Paul II”, 
 
In the High Institute of Religious Sciences, academically linked to the Faculty of Theology in 
Lecce, Puglie, where she had attended the courses of her study. The function was graced by the 
presence of her parents, Sr. M. Vincenza from the Martignano community, the whole community 
from San Pancrazio and from that of Bari.  
We congratulate her on the best graduation of 110 marks and pray the Lord to let her doctrine 
bear fruit in the mission He assigns to her. 
(See her photo on: www.suore-domenicane.pcn.net) 

    

��������������������    ����    ��������������������    
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From the General Curia From the General Curia From the General Curia From the General Curia     
 
June 2007  
June 3: on coming back from their one week formation “retreat” and quiet work under the eyes of the 
Virgin of Sasso, the Sisters of the General Curia find busy days with different foreseen and unforeseen 
commitments to be carried on.  
The Prioress General, who left for London on June 5, arrived in Toulouse (France) on June 9 on her 
way to Albi, where she stayed until June 15. She then visited the communities of Prédicadous, of 
Gaillac e of Carcassonne.  From Gaillac, on June 19 evening, she went to Albi to meet the sisters who 
were there on their pilgrimage. After Carcassonne, she moved to Biarritz and towards the end of the 
month she visited for the first time the community of Jerez de la Frontera. 
June 7-22: Sr. M. Celina was out of residence for commitments connected wit her missionary 
animation in different places.   
June 17: almost all the sisters of the Curia met in Bologna for the Final Commitment of Sr. M. Luisa 
Buratti. 
June 23: Sr. M. Celina participated in the directive Council of the “Pro Kabul Children” Association, 
together with Sr. M. Christophe.   
Sr. M. Elvira, for almost 15 days, was the Guardian Angel of Sr. M. Alessia Macrina who, as soon as 
she came back from Pakistan, needed to be admitted to hospital for an urgent operation. On June 15, 
she started preaching a course of Spiritual exercises at Bibbiena. 
The sisters in residence have been carrying on the various activities, which never fail to arrive with a 
surprise of additional work.  
 
 

CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar    for Julyfor Julyfor Julyfor July 2007 2007 2007 2007    
 

July 1: Sr. M. Elvira and Sr. M. Carla come back from a week of Spiritual exercises 
July 2:  the Prioress General comes back to Rome after her canonical visits to the Delegation of 
“Mère Gérine”   
July 3 – 6: days of General Council meeting  
July 3- 2: Sr. Suzanne Caizergues visits the communities of Peru and Argentina, devoting herself 
mainly to the formation of the laity.   
July 7 – 18: the Prioress General is present in the second chapter of the Italian Province “Beata 
Vergine del Rosario”, which will be held at Montemario – Rome.  
July 7 – 22: Sr. M. Elvira will fly to Guadeloupe for a formation meeting on St. Catherine of Siena 
among the sisters of “Marie Reine” Province; she will participate in their annual Assembly and will 
pay her visits to the communities for a better knowledge of them. 
July 6 – 20: Sr. M. Laura will be in Turin. 
July 12: Sr. M. Celina will leave for Nigeria, where she will stay longer to lend a helping hand at the 
start of the newly built block of the hospital. 
July 30: Sr. M. Christophe and Sr. M. Carla, together with Sr. Anna Maria Ubaldi, will leave for 
Ealing, where they will substitute the sisters who will have to go to Stone for the General Chapter. 


