15-25: First Extended Council of the New
Congregation.

The invitation to participate in the Council was
solicited by important themes concerning the
starting phase of our Congregation, not entirely
known by the Provincial Prioresses and delegates,
therefore fears and hopes accompanied the
journey of the participants.

Before describing the daily programmes, we
introduce the participants: Sr. M. Viviana
Ballarin, Prioress General with the General
_ Council (including the Secretary and the bursar),
the four provincial Prioresses; the three delegates
Sr. M. Noelina Nakakawa, representing Uganda,
and three translators, among whom Sr. M. Romina
Pietrangelo.

The first appointment saw all of us in the Basiladd'Santa Maria sopra Minerva”, to fetch strenfiibm our
model, St. Catherine; a tasty supper, offered ley dbmmunity in via degli Artisti, and a meeting time
residence of the General Council, were the fiegpstowards our sharing and reciprocal knowledge.
The objectives of the meeting were:

To intensify our mutual knowledge;

Reciprocal sharing of life, aiming at “a better aaptance with real situations “ in the Congregatio

To build up “communion and unity of government'viilew of the common mission.
During April 16-18, we “crossed” for continents to the end of knowihg socio-cultural and ecclesial reality
in which our communities are inserted and how tueswer the needs emerging from their territories.
Each zone relater was supposed to express whatf ¢t Congregational mission, is realised inFinevince
or Delegation, along with the positive and difficabpects of their apostolic life. The participantre asked
also to share something about the economic resowfcihe Provinces/Delegations to support the wissas
well as what the Provinces/Delegations think ableteconomic resources with reference to the missio
We must acknowledge with satisfaction that all pgaeticipants had so carefully and lovingly prepatee
exposition of the actual realities as to surprisevith the newness and desire of research presafitaf them.
They were intense and interesting days during withehear was keen to catch the realities and tetpse the
very heart of its reading, to the end of catchiigmificant and weak points and of discerning thespectives
towards which the Congregation is called, in faithéss to the charism.
April 19: the day spent in the Sanctuary of Santa Maria de$& (AR) and in Verna was providential for an
oxygenating restoration of our spirituality and @ur growing to fraternity, before entering thertiaic on the
following days. Fr. Giuseppe Serotti, OP, a trueridican brother of ours, animated by love and @oaltion,
transmitted to us his passion for the Marian Sargflinhabited by the Dominican Fathers duringphst 500
years and by the Dominican nuns for 100 yearsue ptace of preaching. His passion is not disiretaaf in
fact, it is charged with an extraordinary feelirffgm@lcome, proved also by the preparation of acitalis lunch.
Is anybody tired of listening to this narration?t&ps, some others are not, thus we go on with it.
April 20: this day was lived with Sr. Antonietta Potente,. @0, with her report on “The Dominican
Apostolic life”, left us with many interrogativesuch as: which desires animate our life?... Ddiveein the
attitude of searching or in repetitions?.... Domave towards persons with or without prejudices?w2otry
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together to open our spaces and let life in?..Wadl e able to interpret reality only if we eniarclose
relation with others....

In conclusion, only persons who search are faitafd faithfulness is not static: only friendly pars take the
risk to interpret and the interpretation renderbwsble, mendicant, Dominican!

Sr. Antonietta has given much, much more, but wenotsay everything because we must go on with our
narration.

April 21: the morning was spent in personal work, to seekpitiorities out of the different realities of the
Congregation and the means to reach them. In teenabn the Prioress General offered us a refleaiothe
Lay Associates. The charism of Mother Gérine rev@asignificant fruitfulness today and we canngtase
obstacles to the growth and development of amgifher we are called to collaborate with this glowll of us
are responsible for a creative faithfulness toctherism, allowing life to grow as a gift, neveraagroblem!

April 22: this day, dedicated to the economic reality, sthmath the word of Mother Viviana on “The
mysticism of economy”, giving to it the right illimation. The reports of Sr. M. Laura Restelli andcior
Sordo followed to present the work of the “Techhidaection of our works” and to highlight the objeves
and finality of our economy concerning the missiéithe Congregation.

April 23: Sr. Suzanne, our Vicar General, introduced us théoword of communication. It was not a talk
according to fashion, but a reference to the pteglease of the Union, which we are living. She leftwith
some questions: she asked us whether somethinghhaged in our mentality, in the way of relatinghnone
another... after this event. God dreams to commuaiaé@h us through us... let us allow the Word to bertlv
in each of us!

Our meeting came to its conclusion on April 24 wittore reflections on the economic reality, guided b
Doctor Pietro Savarino. We closed the day and teetimgs in the evening with a festive recreatiot atvely
thanksgiving to those who had organised everythBrg.Consuelo and Sr. Noelina

|

EASTER, THE Season of Hope. have begun. You are the living Christ”. Yes! Allag

We prepared ourselves for Easter with the Paschate the living Christ, what a great GiftThe
Triduum. Some of the neighbouring Religiouscommunity.

Congregations were invited to share this moment ®lamugongo

prayer with us. P. Pierpaolo Monelli, a Comboniant was a joy for me to participate in the National
religious, guided and helped us to enter deeply th€elebrations which marked the International
Mystery of Easter, thus we accompanied Christ along/omen’s Day, this year, at Kololo ceremonial
his final journey, bearing our own cross in trugtin ground (Kampala). | got this opportunity when a
silence. Fr. Pierpaolo called Holy Thursday as theequest was made to the Archbishop of Kampala, His
day of Love, Good Friday as the Day of Faith andsrace Doctor Cyprian K. Lwanga, to delegate a
Holy Thursday as the Day of Hope. He remarked thatoman religious from the Diocese to lead the prayer
before the cross, passion and death of Jesusaithir f in line with the theme of the day, which was
is constantly put to the test, while hope urgesnus  “Promoting women'’s empowerment for
arouses in us a significant sense of expectation feevelopment”. When the Prioress received the
what is to come. request, | was not around; on my coming back the
The Easter Celebration unfolded in this atmosphergisters told me to get ready and go to represent th
Some members of our community went to celebrateommunity at the ceremony,

Easter with the Combonian Fathers, at theif accepted with pleasure, thanking God for thig. gif
Formation House near our community, otheHowever, before leading the prayer | felt the netd
members went to the Namugongo shrine, where wseing prudent because people of different religions
venerate the remains of St. Charles Lwanga —one afere around and | was told not to mention the sweet
the Uganda Martyrs. It was nice and encouraging taame of Jesus Christ. It was truly a wonderful
see Christians rejoicing with the Risen Lord andxperience! As | conclude, | like to share with you
singing Alleluia! the prayer, which | made, on that day, “Lord, Our
Easter is a time of celebration and companionshigod, we thank you for this beautiful day; we thank
along the Emmaus Road, an opportunity folou for creating man and woman as companions and
dispelling doubts and bringing reassurance to &ll wpartners in development. We regret our shortcomings
meet along the way. and inequalities. As we mark this International
The words of Jesus, “Do not cling to me.... but go..Women’s Day, we ask your special grace to address
and tell them...” (John 20, 17), may mean that “thishese anomalies. We pray to you, who lives for ever
is not heaven”, or “I am now with you and empowerand ever. Sr M. Teopista

you for a spiritual task in the world, continuingpa¥ |
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TAMAI and the Diocese of Concordia-Pordenone
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IBADAN - NIGERIA

HIP! HIP!! HIP!I! HURRAH!!!
‘DOMINICAN COLLEGE A THING OF REALITY

One thousand years is like one day in the sigi@af says a Psalmist. The opening of the Domin@alfege,

a Co-educational system, has answered the ceagekpgsrs and desires of many parents who want their
children to attend not just a Catholic School, bBuschool being run, managed and supervised by the
Dominicans.

“Action as we all know speaks louder than voidglany parents who have come in contact with useshy
those whose children are still with us or have @dghrough our Dominican Nursery and Primary Schaid

so pleased and satisfied with the performance aildbeing of their children as for a long time thegve been
demanding and begging the management to up-gradschool.

At first, not much attention was paid to the opgniri a secondary school due to many factors; amdrigh

the lack of finance. The parents, like the impoatie widow and the unscrupulous judge in Luke,dl@ not
give up in their demand. Giving it a second thdugino. Stephen Lucas, OP., Director of Dominicamdery
and Primary School, could not overlook the needarfd education in this area and responded positivEb
the glory of God today we have a Dominican Collegee at Mafoluku.

For the time being, the college is still under game premises with the Dominican Nursery and Pyimar
school, its building being still under constructio

The College was officially opened on tB8" of September, 2006Like the Dominican Nursery and Primary
School, our Dominican Friars are its proprietor &nd. Stephen Lucas, is the Director. The colldge, the
Nursery /Primary School, is being run and managethe competence and total dedication of the Doraimi
Sisters, Mafoluku. The headmistress of the Domimisairsery and Primary School, Sr. Margaret Hussain,
woman full of life, insight and wisdom is for noweing to the well being of the college since isti§ under
the same umbrella with the Nursery and Primary 8cho

The purpose of establishing this college is not jasmpart knowledge but the formation of the whohan
through an integral education based on the uncladmgealues of the Gospel.

The Dominican College, Mafoluku, is the envy of atltolleges around her; it is a school every pandrd
knows what is best for their children would likedorol them. It is a college every child who kndweswv to
make good selection would like to belong to. Aftee common entrance examination the parents of the
candidates, who were not able to meet the expentafi entering the college did not condone thesirgeof
wanting their children to be part of the collegerg/constantly trooping in and out of the offic&iag to be
given a second chance.

The pioneer sisters who started the college aré8rgaret Hussain, Sr. Marilena Ruggia, Sr. Caeolgwe,

Sr. Maria-Lucia Agboifo, and Sr. Francisca Onydbucr. Caroline and Sr. Francisca are amongdaehers.
May God bless each and every one of them for thriring service and total dedication.

Every attention is being given to the students. tm first school-day, all the teachers and pupilshe
Nursery/ primary School welcomed them very warmithwhe school bands. Our Dominican Friars were no
left out: some of them were present to welcomeglyesingsters.

On the day they were to receive their beautiful aledjant school uniform, designed by our able apdtive
sister, Sr. Marilena Ruggia, our Dominican Brotheey. Fr. Gilbert Thesing, blessed and handed inesn to
the students. What a privilege!

The students were so happy and grateful for allltive, care and attention showering on them, ag the
promised to work hard, and to behave properly, nbe&aying the trust and confidence we have imthe
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April 2007

The members of the General Curia livb@& Paschal vigilin the Parish of Fiano Romano, together
with the sisters of the community and the novicidtevas a beautiful experience to celebrate the
Paschal Mystery with the people of God and to stiedeast with the sisters.

On the following days some Assistants travelleth® community of Montemario, to get everything
ready for the arrival of the sisters participatinghe Extended Council.

The Prioress General attended the USMI Assembly thitvigil of the Extended Council.

On April 25, at the end of the Council the General Curia hetteating, at Montemario.

On April 26-29,the Prioress General, Sr. M. Celina and Sr. M. &aRestelli participated in the
Council of Administration of the Treatment Home, Tinrin. On April 28, Sr. M. Elvira Bonacorsi
joined them for a brief presentation of St. Catherof Siena who, on the occasion of her feast, was
declared patron of the Treatment Home.

On April 30, Sr. M. Christophe and Sr. M. Josy left for Albigo on with the arrangement of the Archive. On
the same day Sr. Suzanne and the Prioress Genegah btheir participation in the Assembly of the
International Dominican Sisters, in Rome. Sr. Mz&hne participated as moderator of the works irFtieach
language, on a request from Sr. Margaret Ormordptesent co-ordinator of the D. S. I.

May 2: Sr. M. Elvira Bonacorsi leaves for France whereesgivcommitments keep waiting for her,
among which the Second Annual Assembly of the Catleq.

May 4: last day of the D. S. I.; oWlay 5, the participants will leave for Bologna, to vidiettomb of
St. Dominic, where our Prioress General has beeitethto give her contribution to a a two voices
homily, together with Father Jo&o Xerri, Assistahthe Master of the Order for the Province of hati
America and Caribbean land.

May 6 — 12:the Prioress General participates in the UISG Asdgnm Rome.

May 13 — 19: Sr. M. Laura Restelli will go for a few days to ¥xpano and then to Turin.

May 16 — 18:Administration Council in Turin for the Prioress i&al, Sr. M. Celina and Sr. M.
Laura; onMay 19there will be a Round Table in the Treatment Hanehe theme;Humanising
life” , on the occasion of the centenarian celebratidgheHome.

May 20: meeting of the general Bursar and the Technicadiion with the Prioresses of the Italian
Province, at Montemario, Rome..

May 21- 25the Prioress General will pay her canonical vigitato the Bologna Community.

May 21-25 al 255r. Suzanne and Sr. M. Juana will travel to Pectola meeting with the referents
on the Lay Associates in Italy.

May 24,Sr. M. Christophe, Sr. M. Elvira e Sr. M. Josy witime back from Albi.

May 27 — June the members of the General Curia will spend séonmation days, hosted by the
Dominican Convent near the Sanctuary of S. Mariégdeso, Bibbiena.



