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October 2-3 — The national Commission for Jus
and peace organised a meeting on the th
“Challenges and answers’in the Christian Centre
of studies, RawalpindiSr. M. Angelina Ibrahim,
who participated in it, has given a brief summj
on the arguments that treated:

Religious extremism
The answer of the Church to this extremig
Democracy and general Elections
The Blasphemy laws

The reforms of the education system
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F PAKISTAN

educate their youths according to their own faith.
ideéverywhere and at every age the Christians suffer
prdiscriminations and threatening in the schools as
2 well as in the field of work.
The Christians have drawn up a Declaration to be
rfjorwarded to the Government, asking:
the abolition of the Blasphemy Law
the reform of the scholastic programmes for all
the classes; programmes that would respect
equality, in a positive attitude;
the emanation of an ordinance, which would
entrust the religious education to the parents or
to religious schools, so that the education

M

All the churches were invited and the particip
shared their observations and

ts system may answer the needs of the students at

EXPeriences aqycative, scientific, cultural and social level.

concerning the national extremism. All of thent fel

vividly the urgent need of Christian unity, withopt

which it is impossible to face all the challenge
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iAlmost 140 deaths and more than 550 wounded

the religious and political field. The role of thepersons is the tragic balance of the attack tdifine
Church in this field was praised; however, the needt Benazir Butto at her return to Pakistan. The
of facing the situation also actively was undeuing attack took place at midnight, while the special

In many places the Christians have been threat
with death if they do not accept Islam. In a simi
situation, we must give Christian answers with
strong faith guiding our practical life. Our Insties
must help the students in the formation of a str
moral character and, at the same time, we need
to be aware of the situation and to provide

necessary measures of security.

vczé;icle with Benazir was being driven slowly,

ause of the immense crowd, on the way from
%he airport to the mausoleum of the Founder of
Bakistan, where Benazir would have to speak.
Luckily, when the bombs exploded, she was inside
PfHe vehicle for a short rest. It was a real massacr
[ Sw the situation is as tense as it had never been

hr%r. We entrust to your prayer this Country so very
much tested by many trials and interrogatives for

With regard to the rights of the Christians in théhe future.

civil society, the accent fell on the urgent neéd
unity among the Christians, so that there might
suitable persons to come forward for the n
elections and ask the Government that more S
be given to the Christians in the national Assem
as well as in the Provincial one. However, it
extremely necessary that these candidates may
always the testimony of coherent Christian life.

Among today’s most important topics at national

level, there is that of the “Education Reform”. T
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eXdctober 19-21 — A meeting of all the Principal and
eaise-Principal sisters was held in Faisalabad. A
pIpalesian priest, Fr. Miguel Angel Ruiz, guided the
igroup with ability and personal experience. The
gikeme was “That they may be one” (John: 17,11).
Jesus was at the centre of the meeting as “the best
Principal” and “the best Teacher”. Fr. Miguel gave
ome practical lines for the organisation of the
NS ctivities:

Christians suffer because they are not free

to



- explain clearly to the youths the reason of ypur

actions, rules and requests; P. Miguel spoke a lot on the “habits” and explained
- He gave simple and easy rules to [bextensively the “7 habits that produce effective
remembered, changes in the persons who acquire them”:
- Try to understand what happens within the _ .
youths; 1. be proactive (assume the responsibility of
- Be reasonable in what you request then to your life) o _
do 2. start all thmgs_keepmg in mind _the end
- Be present before they arrive and be with (define the mission and scopes of life)
them the whole time 3. makg your hierarchy (_)f prl_orltles, giving
- Use their experiences as reference points the first place to the maim things _
- Find the positive aspect and build up onlit; 4- Let your thoughts be thoughts of victory
allow the youths to be the leaders; (get into the. habit of thinking that each
- Draw a teaching from every activity person can win)
- Encourage questions and proposals 5. first of all, try_ to understand a_nd t_hen t_o be
- Do not correct the youths publicly; if it i understood (Ilgten to others with _smcerlty)
really necessary to punish them, do it reasonaply; 8- Work together if you want to obtain more
try to praise more than to correct 7. sharpen the knife (namely renew yourself
- Encourage the group to fulfil the evaluatipn regularly)
and the sharing of knowledge in the group The whole meeting offered abundant nourishment
- Promote in the youths the development|ab the mind and to the spirit; may all this flotris
capacity for critical reflections an activity ever richer with fruit in the precious
- Share your difficulties with your sisters andield of education.
colleagues OrHIDeO+H 00

- be constant and reasonable with yourself _
We have joyfully welcomed Sr. M. Margaret

Hussain who came from Nigeria on October 20, to
visit her family.

DELEGAZTION OF NIGERIA

Religious Profession in the Novitiate House IbaNageria
“What shall we say unto the Lord; all we have to say; is ‘Thank You Lord” - for the

wonderful things you wrought in our Congregation.

The profession of our two sisters Antonia and Angela, which took place on 6t of October, was a thing
of great joy in our life. A journey of courtship with Jesus, that began barely 5 years ago, has just been
sealed as real and true. A thousand years is like yesterday come and gone!

During the vigil prayer, the evening before, at the time when the habit, the belt with the rosary and the
mantle were given to them, we savoured together with them, these words of the Scripture: | will clothe
you with the garment of salvation’; their joy and happiness on receiving them were inexplicable and
increased our own longing to be clothed by the Lord, with his love, mercy and compassion.

The profession started at 10.00 a.m, with a solemn Holy Mass, presided by the provincial of the
Dominican Friars of Nigeria and Ghana Rev. Fr. Ignatius Madumere OP, a deacon and many other
priests who concelebrated with him. During the Mass, each of them was called by her name and they
answered one after the other. They responded positively ‘here | am, lord, you have called me’
reminding us that the call of God is unique, that God calls and waits for our response and each has to
respond personally. After the profession, on seeing them in their full Dominican habit, the words of
Theodoric of Apoldia resounded in our minds: “Blessed are those who are found worthy to wear this
habit, they are symbols of grace unspeakable, woven by the hands of the true Mulier fortis for the
members of her household. Let us ever cherish with veneration this royal and virginal garment, and
never soil its whiteness”. How true these words are and how real! May God, who clothed them and set

2



them apart, for wonderful things, preserve the whiteness of this habit. We pray for their faithfulness
to him.

SR CELINA’S STAY IN NIGERIA

Sr. Celina arrived in our Novitiate Community of Ibadan on 12t July, 2007. She stayed with us for
three good months and left for Italy on 11t October. Her stay with us in community was interesting
and fruitful. She devoted herself so much as to make sure that things worked out well, as the Lord
may have it. Her main mission with regard to our hospital project was remarkable. Day and night she
worked to accomplish her mission with love and joy.

Sr. Celina put herself in all the activities of the community. Being part of us, she involved herself in
cooking, cleaning of the dishes, decorations, teaching and so on. She gave herself generously to the
community, doing all the time the will of our Father in heaven. In whatever she did, she continued
repeating that it was the will of the Father that she was doing. She mingled freely with us. We
appreciated her stay with us. She put before us the challenge of making ourselves always available
for the will of our Father and of being generous with love and joy in giving ourselves for the service of
others without calculation.

We wish to have her again in our midst, God’s willing.

During our last recreation with her, we wrote this tribute to her to express what she is for us.

A TRIBUTE TO SR. CELINA-By the novices

Our dearly beloved Sr. Celina, this tribute is to thank God for your presence among us and also to
thank you for your generosity and sacrifices which are immeasurable. You are a silent worker, always
joyful in doing the will of God even when it is unfavourable. You have been an instrument of salvation
to us. Your contribution and encouragement towards the realization of our clinic project is
outstanding. You are vibrant and energetic; consequently you are seen organizing meetings. You
have inspired us greatly with your spirit of sacrifice, which extends also to the kitchen, laundry,
cleaning the floor... trying to make both ends meet so as to give us the best of the best.

Your coming to Nigeria is always significant; you never leave without touching our lives with your
simplicity, cheerfulness and readiness to assist anywhere you are called to. We appreciate your stay
with us and would love you to stay more. May God bless you on our behalf. We assure you that the
seed you have sown in our hearts will be fruitful. Please, come again. We love you. May the Lord
accompany you back to your destination as you travel. GOOD BYE, CIAO, SEE YOU AGAIN.

UGANDA

CANONICAL VISIT

DID YOU NOTICE THE ABSENCE OF THE PRIORESS GENERAIND THE GENERAL BURSAR
FOR ALMOST A MONTH?

From 17" September to 1% October, we were blessed with the presence ofpiiaress General
(Sr.M.Viniana Ballarin 0.p) and the General Bur§ar.M.Laura Restelli 0.p). In our community, they
stayed right from the time of arrival to3$eptember and ori' Dctober they moved on to the community
of Kakumiro.

While the prioress General helped the communitguvaluate the journey made so far, the General Bursa
was busy examining the various documents of thenwonity and did a great work in the field of economy
(she helped the Bursar of the community with menical hints on how to handle the economic sectio
within the community).

During the meetings we shared fraternal life, prayed mission. So we summarise saying: this caabnic
visit was indeed a moment of fraternity, commuraoil sharing of life.

As a gift we received a new prioress of the comtyuand Sr.M.Orestina Capozzoli was re-elected.
Sr.M.Florence Nakaggwa is now in charge of the ydasts whereas Sr.M.Hellen Asiata was transferred
to the community of Kakumiro. In brief, we were adko express our will to obey in connection wih a
the above commitments and we did so by prostrdigfgre the prioress General. Dominicans forever!
Sr.M.Teopista Akugizibwe o0.p
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THE LORD HAS WORKED WONDERS

“What the Lord has done for us we cannot tell it all! We remain ever grateful to Him for the wonder
of our being, for His faithfulness and love which excel all we ever knew of Him, as well as for having
protected, cared and led us to the extent of consecrating us to himself and making us his own
property. We affirm the words of the Psalmist who says that a thousand years are like a day in the
eyes of the Lord. And so we thank God for the years spent learning to know Him and ourselves and
for incorporating ourselves into the community; for the challenges, ups and downs etc which are
now turned into moments of joy for us. We pray that this joy may continue to sustain us till the end.
We thank God for the experiences of fear, of unfaithfulness, unworthiness, sleepless nights, tensions
and anxiety, loss of appetite, but also for the tranquillity of mind, which came over us on the vigil of
the day of our profession. It is apparent that all these feelings made us to perceive more deeply the
power and the love of God for us. Thus, those experiences gave way to deep joy and happiness,
which no words could ever express. In spite of the uneasy journey we had to go through, which
made us what we are today and are still going to be, we give God the glory and thank him for
counting us worthy, despite our weaknesses, to consecrate us to Him. So now we owe all we are to
God and to his predilection.

We are now members of the new family of mother Gérine to whom our religious profession binds us
with supernatural bonds in the Spirit. We express our sincere thanks to Sr. M. Margaret Hussain, the
delegate who received our profession. We also thank our sisters who worked tirelessly to see to the
success of the ceremony, and to all the sisters who supported us in prayer.

(a)der + ()

From the General Curia

October 2007

During this month, some commitments were addetidsd announced with the September F. I.
Within half October the sisters present in the &umet twice to study the proof sent by the
Commission for the Constitutions.

On October 14 evening Sisters Suzanne and Juanedséia exchange of news and fraternal life with
the Prioresses of the Italian Province.

After her coming back from Uganda, the Prioressdgapresided a meeting of the Council and then
went to spend a few days with her family, beforengdo Turin for the Council of administration and
other commitments.

On October 24, Sr. Suzanne and Sr. M. Josy paateibin a one day meeting organised by UISG for
a reflection of the Lineamenta of the Bishops’ Yo the end of offering a contribution to the
secretariat of the Synod, for the elaboration efdbcument of work on the theme, “The Word of God
in the life and Mission of the Church”.

On October 29, Sr. M. Elvira left for Bari, wheo the following day, she addressed a conference on
St. Catherine of Siena, requested by a women agswtif Fasano, in the province of Brindisi.

Calendar for November 2007

1 -12 Novemberthe Curia sisters will be at Montemario for a ditgrarticipation in the congress of
the bursars of the Congregation, and for colledtan.

November 4: the Prioress General will be at Francavilla sun$for the official presentation of the
new community.

November 15 — 16the Prioress General participates in the meetinganised by the UISG. On the
same day some Assistants will participate in a samiixed by USMI on“Perspectives and
developments of the works run by Religious Inststut

Last week of Novembermeetings of the General Council



