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A JOURNEY TO « CHINCHA ALTA »

A terrible 7.9 degrees earthquake hit the centugksooast of Perli on #5August, 2007, destroying the
cities of Pisco, Chincha and Ica, south of Limaneadt totally. Thousands of families are left inatot
bewilderment with the loss of many dear ones.

Many are left roofless and exposed to epidemicadisg, which will unavoidably spread further witke th
coming summer; moreover there are victims of frequbefts due to the fact that people are totally
forgotten and live in precarious situations: treestind local governments are unable to start eagidns

of interventions. To all this we must add the tgaihat many families are without any income, sittoe
industries and mills have been destroyed with asequent elevated rate of unemployment among the
population.

It is above all very painful to discover the enous@overty of marginalised persons and to obsdmge t
indifference shown by those who have the duty ofiog to the rescue in this tragic event.

Before this situation, the “Fe y Alegria” communiy youths and we lay Dominicans in Paramonga and
Callao, belonging to the Congregation of the Donani Sisters of St. Catherine of Siena, have started
some activities to support the most hit part ofggbpulation. We have intervened concretely in tibye af
“Chincha Alta”, in strict collaboration with the fiama Parish and the sisters of St. Joseph whoitive
Pembroke.

Our work was that of visiting the tables managedHhwy parish, of evaluating the damages causedéy th
earthquake in the zone, but also of knowing the neads of the people. We distributed the gifts emaltf

of the parish.

We carried on simultaneously some creative aadwitior the children and their mothers, with the
objective of favouring hope and a furtive smilecimldren belonging to totally broken families. Wach
group games, competitions, courses of drawing afldge. Both of us were assigned this service sy th
general responsible person of the tables.

In the evening we went home quite weary, coverdt dist and burned by the sun of the “arenalesst(va
extensions of sand on which barracks were buit) we were full of joy for being able to offer auorb of
hope to those brothers and sisters who are forgbite¢he central government and the local auttesiti

Diana BARSANTI(Lay associate)
Mariela GAVEDIA (Co-ordinator of the Youths community)

PROVINCE OF PAKISTAN

November started with a joyful note; in fact, on All Saints Day, 6 postulants started their noviciate at
Warispura and a few days later the Community of Faisalabad, with special prayers and a joyful, fraternal
supper, celebrated a farewell moment for 5 aspirants who left for Warispura to start their Postulancy. We
thank the Lord for the gift of these young women and pray for their perseverance.

o ¢

For several months the whole Country has been living, and continues to live, a time of tension, uncertainty and
fear, while the Taliban people and the terrorists multiply their attacks, causing deaths and destructions. On 3™
November the Government declared a “State of Emergency”.



The life of the Christians becomes more and more difficult in every field of life, both of study and work,
because the fanatics threaten them with death, unless they convert themselves to Islam. This situation
demands a strong faith along with much prayer and prudence.
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Last July, the Bishop of Faisalabad, Monsignor Joseph, received the “Shalom Award”, a prize for peace, in
Germany, because of his constant commitment to the dialogue among Religions, the social harmony and the
develol.l)ment of Ecumenism.

On 10™ November, a special programme was carried on in the hall of our Sacred Heart School in honour of the
above-mentioned Bishop, an initiative of the Diocesan Council for the dialogue among religions. Many sisters
and fathers, as well as Christian and Muslim personalities, participated in it.
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On 19™-22" November, Sr. M .Lillian participated in the meeting of Bishops and Major Superiors, in Lahore.
From 26" evening till the morning of 28" November, a meeting of the sisters delegated to the second Provincial
Chapter was held in the community of Faisalabad. Fr. Emmanuel Asi conducted it with his usual deep
experience, soliciting and facilitating our personal and group serious reflection and sharing.
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“Happy Birthday!” Whose birthday do we speak of? It is the birthday of the Lahore Cathedral, which has
celebrated, this year, the Centenary of its birth. During the month of November, there have been
manifestations for the closing of the Jubilee year, with many events for all the segments of our Christian
community, with the participation also of personalities from abroad, such as the Bishop of Agra (India), since
at the birth of the Cathedral the Christians in Lahore were under the jurisdiction of the Agra Diocese.

The Cathedral is of a Romanic-Byzantine style. The construction work started in 1902, was completed by 1907
and the cathedral was consecrated on 19" November 1907.

On 18™ November, we celebrated the official closing of the Jubilee and all the Catholic schools in the city
celebrated it with a holiday.

The Pakistani Government has decided of printing a commemorative stamp of the Centenary and has offered
to pay the cost of re-dimensioning the electric plan of the Cathedral.

In the present national climate of strong tension, clashes and violence, the Christian community keeps on
giving, as much as possible, a message of firm faith, sincere thanksgiving, fraternal joy, programmes of peace,
solidarity and hope for a future of serene collaboration.

GRATITUDE AND HOPE

On Sunday, 4" November, 2007, our Ibadan community lived a momenof great joy with a
“Thanksgiving Day” for the harvest, All the Christians came for the Holy Mass in ouaphl, which at
present functions as a parish centre, in the hbgesoon a Catholic Church will be constructedhia t
village of Ogunbade. Each person brought a prodfithe soil as a gift or any fruit of work. Aftehe
Eucharistic celebration and the offering of gittsGod in thanksgiving, there was a bazaar wherthall
offered products were sold, whose income will beedafor the purchase of a parcel of land where the
villagers want to build the church. Postulants,ioces and sisters prepared the celebration and etz
actively and with creativity so that the Holy Mdss celebrated solemnly and the activity of the baza
might be conducted successfully. It was an autbeguairish-family event: even the catechism children
contributed with their dances to animate and eaterthe persons who kept on coming and going. By
evening, everything had been sold: many people hased the products and donated them to our
community.

The thought that Mother Gérine would surely protast and spur us to work for the good of our
neighbours, encouraged us in the fatigue of the day

We add now a small updating note on the histortheffish ponds, which we spoke of in the F. I. ulf,]
2007. In the two fish ponds the fish have prospehade grown up; we have used them as food and we
have sold part of them, earning some cents. Nowameoffer some of them also to the other commuitie
of the Delegation in Nigeria. We thank the Lord;egiof all good thingsThe novices



VRHNIKA: School-camp for the spiritual assistants of the Scouts
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BARI - AT SHORT STEPS ...

On 22™ October, Amalfi welcomed the Patriarch of Constantinople into the city and into the St. Bartholomew |
Cathedral. A few days before, Fr. Rosario, with whom | collaborate in the Ecumenical Centre, had told me that
he would go to meet him because he knew him, but from some of his expressions | made out that he had some
difficulty to reach Amalfi. | offered to accompany him by car, though I also had some perplexity because the car
we use cannot go a long way; Fr. Rosario, who is usually optimistic, said, “Sister, we shall find a solution, you
will see”.

20" here is the solution: Fr. Damian Bosa, prior of the community, told me, “Do you want to come to
Amalfi and meet the Patriarch? We shall be 5 persons in the car.” “Willingly”, | answered. Thus at short
steps, | am trying to enter the world of ecumenism, which is very vast and variegated with relations at all
levels.




The company was made up of Fr. Enrico Sironi, a Barnabita and teacher in the Institute of Ecumenical
Theology, a friend of his, Fr. Rosario and me, while Fr. Damian drove the car with a “flying” style.
While flying, our talks became an entwining of history, ecumenism, memories and experiences on the
basis of a healthy sense of humour during a pleasant journey along the very beautiful coasts of Amalfi.
There were many quiet people; even the waiting in the cathedral expressed a calm atmosphere. While
waiting and speaking with some persons near me, | understood that the church of Amalfi is linked to the
Cathedral of Constantinople by the relics of St. Andrew, apostle and founder of the church of
Constantinople. However, later, the relics were transferred to Amalfi at the time of the maritime cities,
almost eight centuries ago. Surely, nothing was missing in town, not even the walk-on of costumes, but
beyond the feast, which was of such a warmth as it is difficult to narrate it, the ceremony of Amalfi for the
donation of a relic of St. Andrew to the Patriarch, through the Bishop of Amalfi-Cava de’ Tirreni,
Monsignor Orazio Soricelli, had a deep ecumenical meaning, very well summed up by Bartholomew |
Himself, “We are particularly grateful to our Most Holy Brother, the Pope of Rome Benedict XVI, who
offers us, today, an inestimable treasure and has given his consensus to the physical return of the founder
of the apostolic church of Constantinople among his flock, through his sacred relics”. This is a gesture
that “will remain forever as a concrete proof of his love for the Orthodox Patriarch, who will keep the
relics of St. Andrew in the Cathedral of St. George, in Istanbul. Thus, next 30" November, the Saint’s
Feast Day, the celebration will assume a truly special character.

During the ecumenical prayer in the cathedral, resounding with songs in Italian, Greek and Latin, with a
sonorous voice educated by the very beautiful Byzantine way of singing, the Patriarch expressed his
thanks for “this gentle act of understanding of the Old Rome towards the New Rome”. This is an
announcement —he said- that will awake the hearts of the Orthodox believers, particularly of those who
today remain in the outposts to guard the Christian sanctuaries in the twice millenary historical place of
Christianity, among difficult circumstances and arduous paths to be covered, known only by those who
face them”.

I could not greet the Patriarch personally because this was granted just to a few persons, such as the
Fathers, who conversed with Him for a little time. However, it was enough for me to live that climate of
peace and harmony.

Naturally, being late and thinking of the lived experience, there was no need to see anything else.
Moreover, the driver, going on with his flying style, drove us home in a time shorter than that of our
going! Sz. M. Consuelo
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From the General Curia

November 2007

The days lived by the Curia at Montemario during Bongress of the Bursars, was very intense and
surely...they will give fruit in due timeDn two mornings, while the bursars were busy girtigroup
work, they had their Council meetings.

They had other Council Meetings on™and 2% November (instead of having them during the lastky
as in the programme), so that all the assistarghtbe present..

In fact, on 2% November, Sr. M. Celina, together with two volwertiay persons, left again for Nigeria, to
follow the works and the organisation of the newspital in Ibadan; Sr. M. Elvira went back to Allm o
27" November to accompany the community, which isimgtteady for the opening of the international
Novitiate, starting with the postulant Joléne Nesfoom the di Guadeloupe Province. Sunday” 18
November, was a Feast Day, celebrated in the contynofhVia degli Artisti, to thank the Lord for the
gift of 25 years of religious life to Sr. M. JuaBagura. In the afternoon, the community sisterstwen
Villa Adriana-Tivoli, for a cultural visit.

Saturday, 2% November, Sr. M. Christophe participated in theetimg of the Directive Council for the
Association Pro Kabul children”.

From 23" November evening, Sr. Susanne spent a week ofidhudil retreat in the house of Montemario



The Prioress General left for Turin on"2Bovember to participate in the Council of Admirasion and

in the closing ceremony of the centenary year eNrsing House.

SR. M. Laura spent the last week of the month geVano for commitments inherent to the Mother $olar
Foundation ONLUS and then for the Administratioru@al in Turin.

Calendar for December 2007

2" December: The Prioress General, Sr. M. Christophe, Sr. My o®l Sr. M. Laura participate in the
celebration of perpetual vows emitted by Sr. M.|Rd&¥e Biase in Vigevano.

7" -9" December: Sr. M. Juana participates, as general co-ordinatdhe meeting of the Lay Associates
of Italy Province. The Prioress General will begerat for the initial greeting.

o™ -20™ December: Sr. Suzanne e Sr. M. Christophe will be in Albgmon with the arrangement of the
archive documents of the ex General Curia.

16" December: the Prioress General will live for Pakistan, maitdy participate in the Provincial
Chapter, and Sr. M. Juana Segura will leave foreAtma, above all to visit her family,
recently afflicted by a grave mourning.

The Prioress General will be accompanied by a yqingiotherapist of Turin, a volunteer
who will be for a month at the service of the patacken children in Miss Hag Home.

24™ December: Sr. M. Celina will come back from Nigeria.

26" December: Sr. M. Josy e Sr. M. Carla will leave for Turinhere the Assembly of the Delegation of

the Frontiers will be held from #8December till ¥ January. Sr. M. Elvira, coming from
Albi, will also be present in the Assembly. Orf'Tlecember the Assembly will elect two
counsellors, who will form the Delegation CouncitwSr. M. Consuelo as Delegate.

27" December: Sr. Suzanne will leave for Pertl, where she willduat a spiritual retreat for the laity and
one for the sisters

HoLY ADVENT
MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY 2008!

TOALL THE READERSOF THE F. .

Fromthe editorial office of the E. I.



