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An old, yet ever new 
embrace 
 
€ 20.090,00 is the sum that 
was handed over to us   on 
April 26 instant by Rev. Fr. 
Stephen, the Provincial 
Superior of the Capuchins.  
We could hardly believe our 
eyes. The wonder did not 
allow us to utter a single 
word. We did hope in their 
help, but never dreamt that 
it would ever be so much 
above our expectation.  
Before the Lenten Season, 
we knocked at the door of 
different realities. The 
Capuchin Fathers, living at a 
stone throw from out 
community, welcomed our 
proposal: helping our going 
ahead with the construction 
of a hospital in Ibadan. The 
Rev. Provincial Superior 
himself promoted the idea 
among the persons who 
worship in their church on 
Sundays and weekdays. At 
the beginning of Lent, Sr. 
Elizabeth and Doctor Sordo, 
during Mass, presented the 
project and the people soon 
showed interest in it.  
We were deeply edified at 
the thought that, though this 
Franciscan Province itself 
manages a hospital in Africa, 
precisely in Capo Verde, they 
helped us by donating a 
cheque for 8.000 Euros   
This is why we feel in our 
heart that the embrace 
between Dominic and Francis 

continues among his children.  
We realize also the truth in the words of Mother Gérine, “God will 
provide”.  
 

A ROUND TABLE  
“Humanizing life”, this is the title of a round table held in Turin, on 
April 19, for the celebration of the centenary of the clinic, which has 
been operating in the capital of Piemonte since 1906. The meeting was 
managed by Rosaria Marchesi, who opened the work by underlining 
two luminous Cs: Christ and Charity, as possible lighthouses to follow 
the interventions, built up as an imaginary ladder that starting from 
medicine, passing through philosophy finishes by touching the step of 
theology. After a welcome address by Sr. M. Viviana, our Prioress 
General, and by Doctor Luisangelo Sordo, General Director of the 
clinic, the work started realistically. Doctor Enrico Larghero, from 
Turin, (doctor in medicine with a degree in theology) focussed his 
intervention on “Humanizing the medicine and the sanitary operators”, 
underling the great discoveries of today’s science and the daily 
problems arising in the relations with the patients. According to him, 
this situation can be solved by a therapeutic alliance between the one 
who cures and the patient, as well as by reflecting on the proportional 
reality of the cure (a “no” to euthanasia must be also a “no” to a 
doggedly therapy). Doctor Gilberto Scaramuzzo, a disciple of the 
mourned Prof. Edda Ducci and researcher of Philosophy of Education 
in the University of Studies of Rome 3, spoke on “Worry for the life of 
man”, levering on the concept of “superfluous”, understood not as 
ephemeral, but as a spiritual dimension of what is gratuitous, deeply 
present and specific in the life of man, untied from banalities of the 
contingent concrete reality. The appointment held in the Minor 
Seminar was concluded by Fr.Bernardino Prella o.p., moral theologian 
and psychologist. He spoke on “Humanizing the commitment to a 
reasonable obedience also to God”. Prella highlighted the need of 
listening to and of knowing how to listen also to us, growing in the 
awareness of our formation and limits. Out of his many hints for 
reflection, we remember particularly his strong reminder of Jesus as 
prototype of humanity and the reference to the fact that man and 
woman, wanted as such by God, are an example that relays us to the 
Trinity. The brief and meaningful interventions stimulated a lively 
interest in the participants. The texts were recorded and we hope to 
collect them in a brochure.  Rosaria Marchesi 
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PAKISTAN  
 
�  This has been a very difficult month in the life of Pakistan: bloody clashes among opposite parties; general 
strikes, which paralysed life and compelled the schools to remain in forced inactivity; heat in constant increase; 
lack of sufficient electric energy with consequent repeated blackouts. Summing up, we can say that it has been 
a truly “hot”  month in al its aspects. Everything is grace! In fact, this painful daily reality creates in us a deeper 
desire of clear ideas, of balanced judgements, of prudent actions, of a deeper and more constant prayer. 
Moreover the ceaseless protection of our “Father” on his Little Flock becomes tangible. 
 

�� On May 14, the Francisabad Community celebrated the 25th anniversary of Religious profession emitted 
by Sr. M. Jacqueline Ghani. Naturally, the feast involved the whole little village. Though it was a day of 
general strike, the Prioress Provincial, the sisters from nearby communities, and several Fathers participated in 
this Silver Jubilee, travelling early in the morning and late at light.  
 

��� After participating in the Extended Council held at Montemario-Rome on April 15-25, and after paying 
a brief visit to the Pakistani Sisters in England, Sr. M. Lillian left Italy on May 11, arriving in Pakistan on 12th 
morning, just in the midst of political disorders.  
 

���� On May 26, the three novices: Ghazala Ayub, Farah Sardar e Samina Daniel, emitted their First 
Profession at Warispura. The Bishop, Monsignor Joseph Coutts presided the Eucharistic Celebration. Despite 
the excessive heat, the chapel was packed with relatives, Sisters and many friends. 
In this month dedicated to the Virgin, we entrust to Mary’s protection our three young sisters, so that they may 
remain faithful to their promises.  
 

����� We have received with joy the Bulletin of the Congregation (the first number). We thank the 
Prioress general and all those who have collaborated to build up this desired “community hall of….paper” in 
which we sit willingly with all the sisters of our Family.  
 

DELEGATION OF NIGERIA  
 

CULTURAL DAY CELEBRATION: WHAT A WONDERFUL AND INDELIBLE EXPERIENCE!!! 
 

Mafoloku - On March 29, a very memorable and 
unforgettable event took place at the Dominican 
Nursery/Primary School and College, Mafoluku, 
Lagos.  The school celebrated its cultural day.  It 
was remarkable because it was the first time that 
the school dedicated and set aside a whole day for a 
cultural display. This has always been celebrated 
along with the graduation ceremony, which usually 
makes the whole event over-crowded. 
Culture is the people’s way of life; their mode of 
dressing, types of food, way they greet, the way 
they marry, their type of dances, their occupation 
etc.  Culture, therefore, gives people a collective 
identity; it is part of the human phenomenon, and to 
deprive people of their culture is to deprive them of 
a human right. 
Nigeria as a nation is made up of more than four 
hundred and fifty languages, which were 
represented in four main ethnic groups, namely: 
Igbos, Hausas, Yorubas, Efik and Edos.  Through 
these wonderful activities, the school preached and 
encouraged Unity amongst all ethnic groups despite 
their diversities.  
To make the pupils and the teachers to welcome, 
love and appreciate the culture of others, they were 
grouped in ethnic groups, which they did not 
naturally belong to. 

On that beautiful day, the students came to school 
elegantly dressed, according to the dressing code of 
the particular ethnic group they were grouped in. 
The sisters, staff, pupils and particularly Sr. 
Margaret Hussain, the headmistress of the School, 
who never  leaves any ‘stone unturned’, worked 
tirelessly to make sure that the occasion would take 
its normal shape and indeed it did!  May to God be 
the glory! 
The occasion started with an opening prayer said 
by Rev. Fr. Abiodun Ademoye.  Followed by a 
welcome address delivered by the headmistress of 
the school, Sr. Margaret.  Rev Fr. Gilbert Thesing, 
OP. gave the last speech, on behalf of the Director 
of the school Rev. Bro. Stephen Lucas, OP. who was 
engaged with other assignments.  
The event was coloured by beautiful dances 
presented by the students from each of the ethnic 
groups they belonged to; the whole school 
compound was beautifully decorated with different 
cultural items and attires.   
Delicious and sumptuous dishes of the various ethnic 
groups were presented and bought by parents for 
their children who ate with all joy. 
The occasion was graced by our Dominican brothers, 
Dominican sisters from Ibadan, teaching and non-
teaching staff, and students of the school, parents, 
guardians, invited guests and well wishers. 
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The parents and all present were indeed so happy to be part of the occasion as they desired to see more of 
the presentation and were even ready to stay longer than anticipated. 
At last, the cultural day was brought to an end with a prayer of thanks by Rev. Fr. Gilbert, OP. and all left 
with joy and satisfaction. 

���� 
 

RENEWAL OF APPOINTMENT 
 

IBADAN  - On May 13, we celebrated the renewal of Appointment of Rev. Sr. Mary Juliana Okafor as the 
Novice mistress for another term.  We were deeply touched by the act of Venia she made, which was a sign of 
her humble acceptance of the delicate office, which the Lord had entrusted unto her once again. This vibrant 
and energetic sister was seen, in recognition of her nothingness, fall prostrate in the community chapel, before 
the Crucified Master, the source and summit of her strength and wisdom. It was during this time that the 
delegate, Rev. Sr. Margaret Hussain, read out the letter of appointment from mother the Prioress General of our 
Congregation.  
The greetings of holy kiss followed immediately. Congratulation melodies were raised by the novices backed 
up with drum beats. They were very happy to have their mistress back again. On the neck of the celebrant was 
seen a garland made of flower petals by the novices. Shortly after the celebration, this very garland was seen on 
the neck of the statue of St. Catherine in the Novitiate.  
What is our understanding of this gesture?  
The Novice mistress chose to pass on to St. Catherine the honour that had been conferred to her, at the same 
time imploring her intercession and assistance, and like Mother Gérine, she pointed at St. Catherine as the 
person whom we should look at as our model.  
 

 Just a month ago precisely on 15th and 22nd April, the community welcomed Angela and Antonia, 2nd year 
novices, as they returned from their Apostolic experience. It was wonderful! They shared with us the 
experiences they had encountered in their apostolic work (1st novice]). They both affirmed that the experiences 
were very formative for them. The nine novices of the congregation in Nigeria came together for the first time. 
We could feel and touch the joy, zeal and enthusiasm radiating through the faces of our 2nd year novices. It is 
really wonderful to be together! As Dominicans, we must be sharp and responsible to face our daily challenges.  
 

DELEGATION OF THE FRONTIERS                                                                                 
     

TAMAI: May 4-5 – I participated in a congress held at Pordenone on immigration. It was a positive 
experience. The participants were divided into work-groups: politics, health, school and social life of the 
immigrants. I gave my name to the school group.  
On the first day, after the greeting on behalf of the Commissioner, the assessor Roberto Antonaz led our 
reflection on the history and tradition of Italy concerning immigration. He said, “All of us are immigrants and 
fruit of immigration. We must keep this reality in mind, if we want to face the question of immigration in our 
Country and in our Region”. He went on exhorting us to work concretely on the real datus of immigration, 
without just going around it, mainly with regard to integration and inclusion of the immigrants into all realities, 
overcoming the fear born from within the Region (Friuli, Venice and Giulia) for the presence of this 
phenomenon. Only like this we can reach the solution of a peaceful conviviality with the presence of the 
immigrants. The responsible person of each group presented a synthesis of the work carried on.  
In the school-group, we worked on the theme, “Intercultural dimension of instruction”, focussing the topic on 
welcoming the foreign child into our schools, relation school-territory, intercultural didactic measures. At this 
point they projected what schools are experimenting with the foreign children, inventing different ways of 
actuating the school projects, among which SAM (Stranieri (foreigners), Accoglienza (welcome) Mediatione 
(mediation),  aiming first of all at welcoming the child, then at the teaching of the Italian language. 
The welcome is the first moment of cultural mediation and an occasion for social integration. While the 
children learn the Italian language, they send some teachers to visit them in their own families for some hours, 
thus they come to know the milieu the children live in. They can help also their parents to learn the school’s 
specific system.  
They took into consideration also the problems faced by the teachers in helping their pupils to get integrated in 
society; they brought to emergence the scarcity of preparation and resources of the intercultural schools. I was 
impressed by and did appreciate the efforts of the teachers in inventing strategies aiming at helping these 
children. On the second day, we reflected on the right of diversity in equality, whose sub-title is: relation 
between equality of rights and cultural diversities –social, religious and generational. During the reflection we 
were introduced to the work that is carried on in these fields to obtain the rights of the immigrants. We saw also 
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the two faces of the immigrants: the regular ones, who are stable, producing material and cultural richness; and 
the irregular ones, at times problematic, being they dangerous for the public order. In all this, the specific right 
is required for the type of foreigner and religion. We must follow the rights indicated by the State, which has 
given the foreigners the freedom to express their specific cultural and religious identities, to be lived as values 
in reciprocal respect. Out of the invited foreigners, an African woman and a woman from Columbia said that 
many initiatives are begun and brought forward without consulting the foreigners and without their 
participation, and this of course does not respect the right of equality.    
In their meeting with the Minister of Social Solidarity, Paolo Ferrero, the foreigners asked the political right, 
insistently repeated, especially for the security in work. The Minister answered saying that this is possible only 
with the regular foreigners. He manifested appreciation for the presence of the foreigners who favour the 
economic development of Italy, but who, anyhow, pose challenges before the Italian life-style.  
At the end of the Congress each participant received a certificate of attendance.  Sr Marie Lucia                     
 
BARI – Nobody can ever imagine the feast in honour of St. Nicholas, in Bari, without 

experiencing it. We must say that this month has been very intense with cultural and religious 

festivals around this Saint of world popularity, and of ecumenical meetings, in particular with the 

Orthodox. Let us proceed with order, respecting the dates.  

May 7: A historical procession started from the Swabian Castle and reached St. Nicholas Square, to 

remember some prodigious miracles worked by the Saint, above all, the translation of his body from 

Mira (today Turkey)  to Bari in 1087, thanks to the work of 62 sailors. 

After a solemn novena, on May 8, at 4 o’clock in the morning, before dawn, countless pilgrims 

are there to wait until they open the doors of the Basilica and they enter it. Meanwhile we can 

hear a harmony of songs, which the faithful elevate to St. Nicholas. Many of them have walked 

for several days to reach in time. The first Holy Mass starts at 04.45 in a church packed to the 

brim with people; soon after another Mass is celebrated at whose end the statue of St. Nicholas 

is carried on the shoulders of people who move on dancing up to the dock where, they deposit it 

on a boat; the statue is then sailed to the high sea, where it remains till late in the afternoon. A 

continuous procession of boats sails to and from to the end of venerating St. Nicholas. 

During the day the pilgrims crowd up the town between the crypt where the relics of the Saint 

are kept and the hall of offerings, where souvenirs can be bought to be taken to those who 

cannot come personally.  

Towards evening St. Nicholas comes back from the sea among many people at the rhythm of the 

band; the procession unfolds carrying the statue to Ferrarese Square, where it remains exposed 

for a few days for the veneration of the faithful, in the open, but under stupendous lights 

decorations, representing the Crypt of the saint. 

In the afternoon at 23.00, three-coloured arrows and pyrotechnic spectacles compel each one to 

remain with a wide-opened mouth and with the nose upward.. 

May 9 celebrates the 920th Anniversary of the Translation. In the Basilica and in the Crypt there 

are celebrations in Greek-Byzantine style with the presence of His Excellency Monsignor 

Chrysostomos, Bishop of Messenia. In the evening there is the long-waited for celebration, at the 

end of which the Prior Fr. Damiano Bova, takes the ‘manna’ (a liquid secreted by the bones of 

the Saint) and puts it in a cruet for the veneration of all. Many pastors of non Catholic Christian 

Churches, the Metropolitan and priests of the orthodox church participate in this celebration, 

which is presided by the diocesan Bishop. 

On the following days, the Saints sets on some other journeys around Bari, in the Cilento, and a 

week stay in the cathedral of the city, to favour the encounter of the people with their patron. 

We have found interesting the colloquies, on May 18-19, between Catholics and Orthodox 

believers on the Primacy of the Pope, an ever delicate question. These colloquies are scheduled 

every year and many persons, dedicated in the ecumenical dialogue, participate in them. Thus, 

besides the task they are called to fulfil, being welcomed by the community of the Fathers, they 

have the occasion of dialoguing, of being fraternal, of strengthening their friendship, etc. all very 

important things for the ecumenical life.  

May 22: feast of the Translation of St. Nicholas, according to the Orthodox calendar. The 

pilgrims who come from Russia can no longer be counted and the city is not well prepared to 

receive the ever increasing number of groups. Today they are allowed to visit the tomb of the 

Saint and their face reflect the emotion and joy of this experience. 

The ecumenical journey keeps going, but a Rumanian Orthodox once said to me, “The unity of 

the churches will be realised during the next millennium…” I felt it as a pessimistic statement, 

but when I came through an orthodox nun who, after buying the oil of St. Nicholas, made sure 

that the oil had not been blessed by the Pope, I remembered that statement and felt confirmed 
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that we truly need a lot of care, not only at high levels, but also in the simple, ordinary daily 

ones, before we can reach unity. 

Here is another statement, which the prior of the community received from a Russian Orthodox 

Bishop, “You do not know the good you are accomplishing at ecumenical level towards all the 

pilgrims from Russia. They are very much prejudiced against the Roman Church, but when they 

come to Bari and experience that you welcome them wide-opening the doors, their diffidence 

shakes!  

Now we live in this reality and, while assuming fully the challenge, we want to prove that unity is 

possible. (Sr. M. Consuelo)  
 

P.S. Do not miss a visit to our site www.suore-domenicane.pcn.net : many images will tell you more 

than what I have written.              

                          

DELEGATION OF FRANCE/SPAIN   
 

The Assembly of “Mother Gérine” Delegation  
The days of May 14-15-16 saw the sisters of our Delegation committed to their annual Assembly in Albi. 
All the sisters were present except those who were sick, whose offering and prayer supported and 
accompanied us. The area had been properly prepared with charts and flowers, many very beautiful 
roses… The liturgical animation had already set in motion several sisters, first of all those from the 
Prédicadous community and Sr. Vincent-Marie.  
After a brief greeting and the handing over of the files, on 13th evening, the programme unfolded in a 
climate of fraternity, joy, collaboration and participation of all the sisters.  
The Word that enlightened and guided us was the encounter of Jesus with the Samaritan woman, which 
harmonized well with the slogan-title of our meeting, Encounter with the Father… encounter with our 
brothers”. Sr. Philippe, Sr. Géneviève e Sr. Alice animated the text of the Samaritan woman with a 
dialogued reading helped by the context, thanks to the presence of a well masterly prepared by Sr. Ines. 
Te meditation proposed by Sr. Elvira was a further help to enter the text and its message.   
We then were led to re-visit the past year of the Delegation with an ample and clear report and with our 
group-works on the answers to the formation cards centred on individualism, which each person had 
elaborated.  
On the second day, we dedicated the whole morning to economic matters; Sr. Elvira offered some 
reflections on the spirituality of economy, bringing to evidence that all the sisters and each one are 
responsible of it, being we a family that uses its goods for the unique mission; Sr. Dominique gave a 
report on the economic situation of the Delegation; all the sisters shared their observations and 
questions.  
After these two and half days spent to revise the past year, we lived the afternoon looking at the future, 
studying some texts of the Project of life, of the special General Chapter and others, to bring to 
emergence what we felt important to be lived during the next year. The evening was enriched with a 
splendid vigil of praise and intercession, which infused in our heart intense thanksgiving and supplications 
for the Delegation, the Congregation and the entire humanity. During the morning Mass, a map of the 
world was taken to the altar, indicating all the Nations where the daughters of Mother Gérine are present.  
During the vigil, when the name of each country was proclaimed, a lamp was kindled to indicate the life 
of the charism in that nation; two more lamps were kindled: one for the General Government and one for 
the novitiates. A memorable moment of this vigil was also the testimony of praise on behalf of prevalently 
sick and aged sisters form the community of Gaillac and from that of Jerez de la Frontera in its service to 
the quarter and to the affected by AIDS.  
On the last day we resumed our group-works and assemblies, in search of strong ideas and related 
means of actuation; the day was blessed and animated by the presence of His Excellency Monsignor 
Carrè, always fraternal and attentive for the good of the Family. During Mass we lived afresh our Baptism 
with the blessing of water from the well and the aspersion. His Excellency pointed at the Word of the 
Gospel in the text of the Samaritan woman, the gift of God, the Living Water and the Saviour of the world.  
At lunch time, with the presence of the Bishop, we started the feast that had been prepare on the sly: a 
Basque dance made us explode with joy; in the evening more dances and songs, games and surprises 
kept all of us, including the aged sisters, awake till 23.00. Joy and gratitude emerged in different ways, all 
of them sympathetic and beautiful.  Mother Vivian kept on following us with her prayer and messages; 
the sisters of the General Council also were present with their encouraging messages and wishes. Our 
thanks and gratitude go to all of you,   The chronicler   
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Community of Jerez de la Frontera: The mission of the community is expressed simply in the Community 
Project: “Making the Mercy of the Father close and visible”  

in the quarter, in the Parish, in the Siloé House (for AIDS patients) . 
1. Inserted in the quarter, we sisters share the sufferings and joys of its inhabitants. We see the suffering of 
many mothers who live with their drug-addicted children, with husbands who die of AIDS or overdose. We 
share these sufferings in a group of support where they can express themselves freely and communicate what 
torments them. 
 

2. In the Parish, we accompany a group of adult persons, together deepening our faith, going on with our 
formation, praying, celebrating and committing ourselves to various services.  
- Sanitary Pastoral and volunteer service in the Siloé House; 
- Promotion of the woman  
- Welcoming of irregular immigrants, through Caritas 
- Laboratory for a small group of marginalised youths who learn leather work  
3. We think that it is mainly in the Siloé House that the Mercy of the Father is nearer and more visible. These 
sick persons are “the wounded ones on their journey” and we become their neighbours, we move close to them. 
They are rejected, abandoned, passing most of their life in prison. At times it is easier to cure their body than to 
appease their heart. They find it difficult to trust and to speak until they discover that we truly seek their 
good,that we are near them for them. They are persons ill-treated by life, by circumstances and family milieu. 
Often we hear them say, “This is the first time that I feel to be a respected person and that I have been listened 
to.” "It is the first time that I feel like living”.  
This process is very slow, because these patients have reached the last stage of their sickness: most of them die. 
They die peacefully and dignified, even without receiving the Sacrament of the infirm, because they perceive 
welcoming signs of fraternity, respect and tenderness, through us.  
When they improve their health, we try to restore them to the relations with their families; for many of them the 
Siloé House remains the only family. 
In our society the persons who cannot cure themselves, the hearts that cannot change, are not useful.  
Apparently our mission does not produce any fruit. However, this is the way we Dominicans live the preaching 
of Saint Dominic, after the example of St. Catherine and Mother Gérine. 
From the very creation of the Siloé Association, our community has been participating in its project, supported 
by the Province of France. Some communities encourage us and offer us their financial assistance. Thanks to 
all!   
        

From the General Curia  
 

May 2007: In the Curia, everything went on according to the foresight of the previous F. I.  
Herewith we inform that on May 13, 2007, during the UISG Assembly, our Prioress General was elected 
member of the directive Committee, made up of 8 Superiors General. We wish her a fruitful service in this 
organism that follows the Women Religious Life at world level! 
We add the information that, on May 15 2007, Sr. M. Celina participated in the directive council of the “Pro 
children of Kabul” Association: The centre for disabled children has been functioning for the whole year. 
Worries are not missing, thus we entrust ourselves to all of you who read these lines.  
 

Calendar for June 2007  
  
June 3:   The members of the Curia come back from their week of formation and Council meetings spent in 
Bibbiena. 
June 5:   the prioress General leaves for her visit to the community of Eiling-London and a meeting Sr. Angela 
Mary Leydon, Prioress General of the Stone sisters. From London she will fly to France for the canonical 
visitation of all the houses of the Delegation.  She will finish with Jerez de la Frontera, in Spain, from where 
she will be back to Rome at the beginning of July, p.v.  
June 13 – 15: Sr. M. Laura will be in Vigevano 
June 25 – Sr. M. Elvira e Sr. M. Carla will be at Santa Maria del Sasso (Bibbiena) for the scheduled course of 
Spiritual Exercises.  

������  TTEESSTTIIMMOONNIIEESS ������ 


