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DELEGATION OF NIGERIA

Ibadan: RETREAT/ ASSEMBLY EXPERIENCE

27" august - 2"! September life and confrontation of one’s life with each day’
We thank God for this Year’s retreat and for givingtopic, especially Psalm 139. The retreat, which was
us - the novices - the opportunity of participating Christ-centred, started always with exposition:
it. Mostly, it was very significant for Antonia and adoration, Morning Prayer and Mass, except for
Angela who will be making their first Religious Thursday and Friday, when we had a prolonged
Profession on 6th of October. The retreat was adoration and penitential service respectively.

double fold blessing for them, and it gave them thg)ing the retreat we reflected on the following
opportunity of evaluating the past and getting Veadtopics:

for the next step they were about to take. _
Love as a fire;

August 24-28" saw the arrival of our sisters from Give them the in impression of who you are; ;
their different communities (Lagos & Abatete) and The Eucharist;

the Bishop from the Diocese of llorin (this is oofe Fundamental of obedience;

the Western states in Nigeria). The retreat preache Overcoming the world of evil spirit;

for this year was his Lordship Bishop Ayo-Maria Humility & Good Example;

Atoyebi o0.p (Bishop of llorin diocese). The Bishiop Friendship

his simplicity communicated what he lives. His life
witnesses to the gospel of Christ, which we nee
mostly in our world filled with unbelief.

51 this reflection we were able to see how our
relationship had been, so far, what it is suppdsed
be and how to sustain it. It also empowered and re-

The retreat started on 27August, with adoration, focused us on the One whom we are to portray. We
Morning Prayer and Mass. If it is true that there a aré to give nothing to people except Christ. Ouedi
levels in the spiritual movement, we can say thathould be Eucharistic, especially in the community.
every one felt to be in the third heaven right friva  All sisters should feel at home in the community,
first day of the retreat with absolute silence. Wdoving one another and overcoming the evil one. Our
experienced the word of God through the ProphétPedience is supposed to be parallel to that oisChr
Hosea, sayinglwill lure her to the desert and speak Who did everything to please his Father and not
to her heart. He did this through Bishop Ayo- Maria himself.

O.P. who emphasized that silence was reallgeing we the disciples of Christ Jesus, humility
important if we wanted to grow spiritually duriniget  should be our watchword; we should be persons
retreat. He advised us that we should avoid theapable of attracting people to God, because good
temptation of using the moment as a time to finiskxamples go a long way in preaching, more than
our work, but to focus on Christ. We experienced gaying many words. We thank the Lord once again

completely different kind of retreat. It was one offor the grace and opportunity given to us.
spiritual exercise, reflection, evaluation of onpast

39 _ 6™ September

The Assembly commenced with the spirit of our rtien Monday evening/3September, 2007. The
morning work of the day was the evaluation of therpey of the junior sisters, made by the three
prioresses with Sr. Celina, and the lay out ofrtjairney for the coming year.

But the touching aspect of this assembly for us tas both juniors and finally professed sisteits sa
together to deliberate on how to improve the lif¢he congregation in Nigeria.



This was done through a sharing of experiencesihatmall and larger groups. The assembly, whistethfor
three days, was intensive and thorough. It wasdfilith a lot of work collation and processing mirmation.
From the look of things it is as if the days neetlethe prolonged because the sisters were reatlyimg up
and down to meet up with the demands of the asseritbfact Sr.Pauline was ever accurate with theeti
keeping.

The whole community of novitiate and postulancyetlvthis experience in one’s own different way. We
prolonged the prayer and eating time to accommatatprogramme. Also we accompanied all the sistéhs
our prayers. We could perceive and touch with aamds what the psalmist says in 133 H#piv good and
lovely it is to live together as sisters”...thetetLord pours his blessings abundghtWe experienced this joy
and the blessings of the Lord.

Finally we are grateful to God for having Sr.Juliana and Sr.Rosemary back with us after one month course in
France.

MAFOLUKU: NURSERY/PRIMARY SCHOOL AND THE DOMINICAN COLLEGE
GRADUATION/PRIZE GIVING DAY CEREMONIES OF THE DOMI NICAN

“All we have to say is thank you Lord”. We cantott continue to say “thank you Lord” as some imaot
beautiful and memorable events have taken pladdadwluku Community, precisely in our two schools —
Dominican Nursery/Primary School and Dominican €gd.

July 19", 20" and 24 successively, were days to remember! These ddlyswer remain green in our minds
and in the minds of all who participated in thergge

This year's graduation and prize giving day cereynoas celebrated differently to avoid over crowdargl to
allow a better participation. On “1®f July there was the graduation ceremony of Nyr8eand Primary 6
pupils. The ceremony, which was carried out indtieool auditorium due to the rainy season, statebout
10:00 am with the marching of the graduates, acemmsg with the melodious beatings of the schooldban
The event was handed over to God with an openiageprsaid by Rev. Fr. Gilbert Thesing, OP, who
represented Rev. Bro. Stephen Lucas, OP, who wasoidably absent. After the opening prayer, Rav. S
Margaret Hussain, OP, the headmistress of the §alepee her welcome address. She gave thanksdon@o
had made all things possible and to every persom hidd contributed to the success of the event.awe
briefed the audience of the success so far recdrgdlde school. Her speech was followed by diffeferms

of display from the pupils and the issuance ofifiestes to the graduating pupils. The day was bdly
brought to an end with a closing prayer from onewfparents.

The following day, 20 August, was the prize-giving day. The ceremoaytstl with a Mass of thanksgiving
to God for His benevolent blessings and protedtimoughout the year The Mass, which was celetratést.
Jude’s, our home parish, by the parish priest —= RevAbiodun Ademoye, OP- had in attendancéhallstaff
and pupils of the school, who afterwards marchedt bathe school where the prize giving ceremorgyelne
Prizes were awarded to meritorious students whoéaldy worked hard throughout the year both indacaic
and non-academic activities/endeavours. This sintple important act is a means of re-enforcing and
motivating them and of encouraging those who aygifay behind to work harder.

What really made this year’'s graduation and prizing day special and different from the previoume® was not
only that it was done on different days, but dfed the efforts of the whole staff, teaching and teaching, were
recognized through the gifts that were given tanthelhis is because the quality of the studentmalty derives
from that of the teachers. What marvelled the wistddf as they opened their parcels was that digyot only
receive gifts but that the same thing was givahém all. Their lips were full of thanks to thsters. According to
one of them, this simple sign proves that Jesughiswhen He says that we are all equal in thegam of God!

At the end of the presentation, there were somalsvof advice to the graduates, especially the oirigg
primary 6 pupils. A closing prayer and long farévwgeeetings followed. This was done amidst joy aealrs.
While some were happy because they had succeedekimg a higher step, others were in tears bectnese
were going to miss their loved friends, especitdily beautiful and lovely school.

The Dominican College, an offshoot of the Dominiddarsery/Primary school, which is barely a year, old
celebrated its own prize giving ceremony and tlesgmtation of hetMaiden Year Book’on the 24 of July, 2007
There were lots of presentations and displays frenstudents. After the presentations, honours gigen to those
whom they were due to. In other wards, prizes \gesen to those who had deserved them throughviaarkl

When we allow Christ to take pre-eminence or tokniarus and through us, even the impossibility ibees
possible. This was the case in the productiom@fominican College Yearly Magazine. When theltdf
producing this book first came to the mind of Siarlyaret, she knew without doubt that it wasn’'t gdio be
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an easy task, especially for being the first ofkited, but like Mother Gérine who always trustedGiod’s
providence, without hesitation she moved aheadngutterfaith andtrust in God who did not let her down.
Thanking God, the magazine was produced and pextdatthe parents and all were very happy with the
whole event, especially with the quality of the mzige and the excellent work done in it.

Our experience throughout the Academic Year rgalbved right the saying thasuccess comes with hard
work”. With the strength from God, we all worked hard ahthe end, success was ours and glory God’s.

“Those who are sowing in tears will sing when thegap”. This was also our own case. The year has not
been easy, but with God on our side, we now haeeyesause to rejoice and to say, “thank you Jesugdur
numerous blessings throughout the year!”

25" and 6"

On September 8, the
Community of Faisalabad
celebrated joyfully two winning
posts of religious life: the &5
and 60" post respectively of our
dear Sr. M. Angelina Ibrahim
and Sr. M. Letizia Bolzon. The
whole community was busy
preparing for the celebration.
Naturally, the heart of the day
was a solemn Eucharistic
celebration in the Cathedral,
presided by the Bishop with
many priests.

After it, the Sacred Heart
School opened its doors to the
many invited guests for a
festive lunch, which lasted until
late in the afternoon, bringing
together for the common feast
also many Fathers, Sisters,
parents, aspirants, Boarding

PROVINCE OF PAKISTAN

girls, members of the choir, as
well as many teachers, even the
Muslim ones, of the Sacred
Heart School, whose Principal
Sr. M. Angelina is. Very many

gifts were unpacked after
supper in the community
intimacy, as an almost

anticipated feast of Epiphany.

Happy

On September 1 we had the joy
of welcoming the return of Sr.
M. Alessia and Sr. M. Adeodata
from lItaly. After undergoing
surgery in Italy, Sr. M. Alessia
can now walk speedily enough,
though with the help of her
faithful walking stick. She is
happy to be once again with her
“naughty” polio stricken
children, a beautiful company
of “limping kids” with Sr. M.
Alessia as the group-head.

Tension

The terrorist attacks continue in
many parts of the country
including Christian  schools,
while the political atmosphere
is more upset than ever, because
of the Presidential election
which should take place in
October.

Let us arm ourselves with prayer.
The Muslim month of fast has
started and this, unluckily,
makes the situation tenser.
However, an intercession of the
Office comes to mind that says
more or less like this, “As this
day begins, | remember that
You are the Risen Lord, thus |
confidently look at the future”.
This is the security, which our
faith offers us.

PROVINCE OF ITALY

TREADING IN ST. DOMINIC'S FOOTSTEPS
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PROVINCE OF LATIN AMERICA

ALTO TAQUARI — On September 21-23, Sr. M. Mercedes weMézea Grandeto participatan XXIII
Regional Assembly of Religious at the service ef @hurch in Mato-Grosso.
The theme wasReligious life and changing spacednd the slogan, “Tell this generation ‘to march on!
again” (Exodus: 14, 15).
Sr. M. Mercedes represented our Religious Famity@ame back renewed and enriched with plenty afitit
“running” with the small religious Communities ofdtb-Grosso.
The cry of the Gospel was transmitted to each sgptative for a life committed to reality and prked by the
challenges of different communities “inserted” lre forests of Mato and in the indigenous areasy ane
visible signs in a prophetic position, far from thtescure FACE of “agronegozio”:

e Enslaving work ( under-paid workers in the gredengions of sugarcane plantations)

e Degradation of the environment

¢ Reduction of BIOMAS (deserts, woods, tundra, ea)rand indigenous areas
Everything questions our religious life inviting testake a new impulse from the Word of Goleldrch on!”
(Exodus: 14, 15). But we neé&dlremain in the horizon of the three yearly plan 2007-20@Q@he light of this
Word, as disciples of Jesus, in the mystic of inaton and in the prophetic testimony at the serwiclife,
especially of the poor and excluded, to live witimigsionary spirit the reasons of our hope (1 P2téd)..

DELEGATION OF THE FRONTIERS

Tamai: September 4: Sr. M. Consuelo, our Delegate, is with us on transit. Tomorrow she will leave for
Vrhnika and then for Pirano (Slovenia).
There is a feast at Tamai, the annual popular festivals that will last for a week. This evening there has
been supper in the open and we have accepted the invitation to participate, spurred by the presence of Sr.
M. Consuelo who, having been here for several years is well known by many. During supper there have
been various interventions on the activities performed in town with finalities of social character: to keep
people united, to favour interpersonal relations of dialogue and friendship, etc.
The very simple presentation of various types of cakes, made by some families, ends with the auction of
the cakes themselves.
The most surprising thing has been the announcement that the income would be devolved to our Nursery
School. This evidently speaks of the high appreciation for the education work conducted by our sisters for
many years.
They have handed the proceeds of 1.000 over to Sr. M. Lia as superior and as representative of the
school. Deeply moved, she thanks the managing body of the festival and all the present families.
Our first thanksgiving rises, above all, to God, always wisely provident and generous, but also to the sisters
who teach and carry on their mission of education with love and competence.

Sr. M. Mercede Aromando

TESTI MONI ES

Guadeloupe, Le Moule, September 19, 2007

Dearest sisters, | want to share with you the double joy | experienced at Le Moule this year, on
May 24, feast of St. Dominic’s translation.

Sr. Marie-Georges invited us to participate in the Parish 9 o’clock Mass, where she would
accompany the adolescents reading in the third classes of our middle school, as well as some
other classes of the primary school with their teachers...

I was very much edified by the correct attitude of the adolescents, above all by their silence and
recollection.

I had the impression that they were happy to be there and that the feast influenced them
deeply to the point that they would start everything all over again! They, above all the boys,
sang with simplicity and with all their soul! The professors themselves wondered at the
dynamism and faith made visible by the attitude of the boys. When at the end of Mass | heard
them intone , “Dominic in prayer implored the Lord...have mercy on your people”, | understood




that they, too, were truly praying, and said to myself: why there is no vocation among these
boys? | hope that the Lord may listen to us.

*k*k

I want to narrate a little episode that caused in me a great joy on the same day. The entire
personnel of our three institutes, (primary and middle school, ex-centre of pre-formation), was
invited to the feast of Translation. The gardener of the ex-centre for pre-formation -let us call
him Jimmy-, is of Dominican nationality (Caribbean island, member of the Commonwealth);
Jimmy asked me with a satisfied aspect:

-“Who is Saint Dominic?

- He is the patron of our Congregation, the Founder of the Order. If you want to enter the
nearby room, | shall show you a statue representing him.

I showed him the statue of St. Dominic in the act of receiving the Holy Rosary from the Virgin.
He looked at me astonishingly and truly involved; our conversation went on in the “Creola”
language because it was easier for him and because the French translation would reduce the
taste. | explained to him that St. Dominic carried the Rosary in its belt to pray. Thus, he
expressed the desire of wanting to know more about St. Dominic and the feast-day.

Then we entered the chapel of the community, where there is a photo of Dominic reading a
book. He exclaimed, “Is this the one whose feast we celebrate today?”

“The true feast is celebrated on August 8: today we celebrate the day in which his body was
translated from the place where it was buried to another place. This is what we mean by Translation”
“How, why did they un-bury Him? The corps is good for nothing! He is dead”.

Then 1 told him how things went on, about the pleasant odour that was spread around as soon
as the tomb was opened and that urged all the present persons to kneel down, to weep and to
tank God. He kept on listening to me attentively, just as if he did not want to lose a single
comma of what | was telling him and kept on looking at me in wonder, so much as to let him
utter this question, in Creolo:

“l pass very often before the picture of this man: is he really the one who went through these
marvellous and extra-ordinary things?”

After a time of silence and reflection, | heard from his lips, “How strong and almighty the Lord is!”
“Dominic loved everybody and everybody loved him. He wanted that nobody should be lost. He
spoke only with God and of God, as a holy priest!...”

This is where our conversation stopped, to leave space once again to silence and admiration...

“l bless You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for hiding these things from the learned and the
clever ad revealing them to little children” (Luke: 10, 21)

Sr. Rose LAUHON, o.p.

-4E E5,FE * D- IBE*F5 <-KE&QFE *

“It is really beautiful to see aged and sick pesswith a serene face, ready to joke, to welcometand
prepare a lunch out of programme and time-tablesques offering us small pearls from Murano left ove
there and which nobody can any longer tread; persamo laugh at their own ailments...it is truly
encouraging to come out of our daily life and teoxkygenate ourselves in places where we can bre@athe
different air...”.

Reading these few lines, you must have imaginedo#hieons | refer to. Briefly: during my stay in my
family, in September, | paid a visit to our comntynn Venice with two of my sisters and my sistes-i
law. The welcome, generosity and serenity radiétedur sisters to all those who approach them are a
eloquent testimony to the value of a donated lifat tprolongs its donation through life and goes on
“overflowing” though unnoticed.Thank you, sistersBr. M. Consuelo

About “Allez, allez Petiteg

Dear sisters;Allez, allez Petites" is sent to me and | willigghost my “card in return. However,
since the card offers too little a space (once eedcchardly write 5 words in it, besides the sigmej,
| briefly say that | find the magazine



- Well done from every viewpoint

- With a proper, | would say, elegant editorial look

- Rich of proposing contents, both formative and rinfative

- Very fresh and with a youthful look

- well guessed the hind part of the cover : | likeyveauch and find well guessed the criterion of
transcribing the Dominican melody into the melodieeimon to the Roman and Dominican rite.

Best wishes for an ever increasing ssgce
With many fraternal and dearest greatiRg Giuseppe Serrotti 0.p.

Dearest Mother Viviana, we have received and ra#idjay your magazine‘Allez, allez petites.”
We can savour the variety and diversity of the camities of the Congregation in the spirit of Motl@&grine
Fabre, particularly now that you are re-united wiblir sisters in France.

The article on the Kabul community is very meanimgébove all for the spirit on which the communitgis
born. Heartfelt thanks and happy journey in théofeing of Christ, on the footsteps of St. Domirand St. .
Catherine. Sr. Bénédicte Marie and the community of the BatBriminican Sisters

From Genova, on August 28, a teacher writes, “...thank you for sending to me the magazine “Allez , Allez
petites”. | am reading it with pleasure and | want to congratulate the Editorial Staff”.

Lima, September 3 - 10: “CONFER” IN SAN CLEMENT

We are a group of religious who, on behalf of @R (National Conference of Religious) went to the
rescue of our brothers who lived the cataclysm agust 15 (Pisco, Peru). Herewith we want to shahat we
saw and listened to:

We saw:
. the deep sadness of children in remembdéhimgleath of their dear ones under the debris;
. sorrow, panic, fear and weariness of maoyhiers at the sight of their dead dear ones, thended and

their looted houses;
. streets covered with rubble and familiehaitt water;

. one very unstable pillar of a communicatioilge of the country....
. Mothers of families who cooked the foodarfcommunitarian pot” for the families...and veryetr
ones......

. the organised service of animators for tamify Catechesis to gather the children and torosgatimes
of joy and fraternity;
. the strength and hope of the people;

. many sects that support the “communitapati and at the same time grasp the opportunityaio new
followers by offering them immediate help...
. And many more things...

We listened to:

0 Many expressions of thanksgiving to God for the @fiftheir saved life

0 The constant request, “Water, water”...”"We are tiirst

0 A lot of mistrust before the government andthe é&sMinisters for their slowness in bringing aids; fo
their lies and incapacity of intervening with jesti..

0 The anger of people and the parish priest of Pistaemembering how the mass media and the
Government declared an earthquake of 7.9 degrde= whe NASA and others sources assured that it
had been of 8.4 degrees.

We verified:

Because of what we have seen, listened to and fied we feel the duty to say to the President of

Peru:
To rectify his declaration about the earthquakeé.@tdegrees and, therefore, to see that the Sagte p
all the families strongly hit by this disaster
That the Ministry of transports and Communicaticaymepair the bridge immediately.... ...



That the Minister of Education may install enoughts for the students to start their lessons again
without losing the school year

That the Ministry of Health may sent equips of dostand nurses to install a Solidarity Hospital

That the commissioners may visit the villages aistridute the material and necessary help to succou
and assist...

That the Commissioners may plan the refuses disposaollaborate with the prevention of diseases
and elimination of mice....

That the Minister of Internal affairs may sensitsel organise the youths for the military servibat
they may offer their time of civil service to cleap the debris and provide the necessary machmes t
clear the streets...

Frém the General Curia

September 2007

After the very positive experience of the “Schoblpoayer” during the five days spent in Bibbiena
under the guidance of Sr. Suzanne in collaboratiitm Sr. M. Elvira and Sr. M. Juana, the sisters of
the Curia and the Prioress General, during the Fedf of the month, had several days of very
important Council meetings, to plan the activiéshe following months.

The Prioress General and Sr. M. Laura spent thensebalf of the month in the community of
Namugongo (Uganda), from where every now and they $ent us their brief communications.

The Assistants who remained in residence carrietherordinary work, while Sr. M. Elvira, Sr. M.
Christophe and Sr. M. Celina went on with theirpextive commitments in France, Argentina,
Uruguay, Nigeria. On the evening of September 3WSIChristophe was back in Rome.

September 27 — October 1: Sr. M. Josy and Sr. Ma®&re in the community of Genova Quinto for
the first meeting with the Committee that will ongge the centenary celebration of Mother Theresa
Solari’s death, which happened on May 7, 1908.

Calendar for October 2007

October 7:Joanna Soun Ha, a young woman from Korea, startpd&ulate phase of formation
journey, in the community of Albi.

October 2 - 9:Sr. M. Juana commemorates her 25 years of reliditrisvith some days of silence
and prayer.

October 6:we participate in the joy of the sisters in thedggition of Nigeria for the First Profession
of Antonia and Angela.

October 12:Sr. M. Celina is expected to come back to Rome

October 15:the Prioress General and Sr. M. Laura will be baokn their visit to the Uganda
communities.

October 18 — 19Sr. M. Celina e Sr. M. Juana will participate i tteminary promoted by the joint
commission USG/UISGlustice, Peace and Integrity of creatiowh health problems.

October 19 — 21Sr. Suzanne, Sr. M. Christophe, Sr. M. Josy e SrChtla will participate in the
Congress organised by USMID.

October 20:Sr. M. Elvira will come back to Rome after her staAlbi.

October 25 — 27:the Prioress General, Sr. M. Celina and Sr. M.raawill participate in the C.d.A.
in Turin.

Last days of Octobemeetings of the General Council.

October 31the meeting of the bursars will begin at Montemario



