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DELEGATION OF FRANCE AND SPAIN

ALBI: MARANATHA Dearest Sisters,

Dearest sisters! We thank you for your prayer aratefnal Joyfully have | received
communion. We, too, say like Mary, “I exult for jay Yahweh, my| your wishing messages and

soul rejoices in my God”(Is. 61,10). We greet yohiles hoping in | prayers.

the coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. | am happy to set on the new
Last Friday, ' December, we enjoyed the free love of the Lorburney that Jesus has called me
when, during Vespers, Sr. Elvira read the lettemfrthe Prioress to start with him. | do hope that
General appointing Sr. Franciane officially as Remible sister off He will go on accompanying me
Postulants. every day.

On Saturday, '8 December, feast of the Immaculate Conception,|Sr. | am thankful to God for
M. Kenny renewed her vows during the Eucharistielmation. At | the Word He has offered me and
the beginning of Vesper, Sr. M. Elvira, on behdiftloe Prioress| for those who have proclaimed
General, read the decree for the erection of the @bmmunity as| and explained it to me. | believe
Noviciate House. Soon after, Sr. Franciane wasiafgsbas Novice| that | have received the mission of
Mistress. living and making others to live
After this appointment, Sr. M. Elvira that, togetiath the gathered the charism of St. Dominic, as
community, represented the whole Congregation, aveéxl Marie | well as the vigour of his spirit in
Joléne into the Novitiate and gave her a Dominicanss, | the heart of the church. With him
symbolising her passage from the Postulate to thatidte. we participate in the work that he
Just as He chose the Virgin Mary to fulfil his wibod has chosen received from God, to live in the
our Congregation to welcome this time of grace tindo ahead in| following of Christ, just as

hope, saying YES, like Dominic, Catherine and MotBérine. Dominic did it through his ardent
God supports us so that we may grow in the dedisnauthentic| preaching of the saving Gospel.
Dominican Life lived with Jesus, hoping in the ftguof our | Let your heart sing with me the
Congregation. We want to share our joy with youlevmaiting for | abundant grace of the Lord! Be
the coming of our Saviour. We wish you a joyful {Stmas and & happy of his love as | am, so that
Blessed New Year, 2008. we may proclaim him to others.

Strongly united in prayer and fraternal affection, Fraternally, Marie Jolene.
Joanna, (postulant)Marie Joléne(novice)andSr. Franciane

A MEETING WITH THE STUDENTS: On December 20, 2007, the Albi House was invaded by a beautiful
wave of 70 students from St. Dominique Secondary School', accompanied by their professors and
head-mistress. Backed by the Bishop, the headmistress had been asking to try rebuilding a presence in

the school, above all of proximity and listening to the students. We soon started thinking about
possible ways of weaving links with them, and feeling that Christmas would be an occasion that
should not be ignored. However, how to involve so many adolescents?

A few days before, Sr. Franciane visited all tresses with simplicity, giving each student a prefighes
leaflet, which we had prepared for them on beh&ithe community, and inviting them to a moment of
conviviality and meeting in our house. The warmep®n received by Sr. Franciane encouraged us a lo
in fact that very afternoon two boys wanted to ntestagain and to ask her many questions on rekgio

! The school, which is near the convent, belongetiecCongregation until the past ten years arsistiil under its
guardianship.



community life. This first contact cleared up odeas about the type of proposal to be made, si@cg m
students professed different religions; duringrtieeting, held between 10 and 12 o’clock in the rmgyn
we pointed, above all, to reciprocal knowledge anithation.

The boys allowed themselves to be involved from the very start in an assembly which, with the
presence of some sisters, covered all age brackets. On leaflets of paper, and then in groups, they
manifested frankly what Christmas meant to them, carrying home the message that the most
beautiful gift we can ever exchange is that of sharing with simplicity all that we truly believe, wish
and hope. We were very much impressed by the almost unanimous reminder that the family is the
fundamental ingredient of Christmas, though many of them were living in very difficult family
situations.

We concluded the morning in the Great Chapel where the boys, who liked it, left a small lamp, a tiny
sign of entrusting to the God-with-us all the dear persons who live difficult moments of life.

To us, sisters, this was also the first meaningful experience of missionary collaboration, involving,
also through prayer, the whole community. We leave to the Lord the free task of evaluating the fruit,
but we cannot help saying that we enjoyed that moment and experienced how the Lord shows us
new distances to be covered all together.

& @ & @
A relevant moment of encounter for the Church in Albi was also the New Year’s Day, when the younger
part of the community was invited to a time of prayer and feast in a church at the periphery; that evening,
lived in joy, offered us the opportunity of knowing and making others know the new reality of our
international community.

PROVINCE OF PAKISTAN

The month of December was lived by the Province in an atmosphere of multiple waits:

- The waiting for the coming of Mother Viviana, who at present is with us, feeling fully “at home”, as she
says.

- Waiting for Christmas, which we have celebrated and now is among us with its ineffable Light:

- Waiting for the Chapter that is going on.

We joyfully welcomed among us the young physiotherapist, Annalisa Lussiana, who came with Mother
Viviana for a month of experience, especially among the polio stricken children in Miss Haq Home, where
she lives. On the very day of her arrival, instead of taking a rest, she wanted to join our visiting the lepers
(all of them Muslim), to wish them a happy Eid (a religious Muslim feast), and to distribute some gifts.

There has been a succession of functions and Christmas programmes in our Communities, as well as in
the parishes and Dioceses. This year Christmas has almost coincided with the Muslim feast that
celebrates the sacrifice of Abraham: this has brought about a reciprocal exchange of prayers, wishes and
gifts between us and the Muslims we are in contact with. May the Incarnated God grant True Peace to all
men and women.

There have been occasions for experiencing the tangible protection of the Lord, like that of a motor
accident of our Chak 10 jeep on which Sr. M. Veronica Manga was travelling. It could have been fatal but,
thanking God, our sister, the driver and the persons in the other car were safe, though with some wounds.
The two motors were not too much damaged.

The country is living a time of uncertainty and interrogatives for the future, among the persisting grave
religious, political and social tensions. The political election should take place on January 8; we hope and
pray for a more distended future at all levels.

N.B. This is what was written by Sr. M. Gabriella who is always very punctual in sending the news within the
27" of each month. However, all of us are informed about the painful events that happened in Pakistan, thus
we invoke the Lord to protect that Country and our Province gathered in the Chapter, which elected Sr. M.
Angelina Ibrahim as Prioress Provincial, Sr. M. Tommasina Jalal as first councillor, Sr. M. Razia Chanan, Sr. M.
Parveen Rehmat and Sr. M. Rosa Daniel as second, third and fourth councillors. The news about the provincial,
Chapter will be given with the next F. 1.

(see photosvww.suore-domenicane.pcn.het




DELEGATION OF NIGERIA

MAFOLUKU: Meeting of juniors: November 29 / December 1, 20@&e photo no. 1 on the site of the
Congregation)

During this meeting, which was the first meeting mfr second year programme, we rejoiced and
embraced two newly professed Sisters - Sr. M. Amthdlwabueze and Sr. M. Angela Dike,- bringing to
6 the number of juniors.

Our meeting aimed at exploring the details andesipening particular aspects of tBRIRITUALITY
AND LIFE STYLE of the Dominican Sister of St. Catherine of Siand daughter of Mother Gérine. Our
Delegate and Sr. Pauline Ogbonnaya, gave the inttosh and also saw to the organization and suafess
the meeting, while Sr. M. Juliana Okafor, the Newdistress, made a special input.

We were made to understand that, as Dominicandaandhters of Mother Gérine, we have all that we
need to attain holiness (our Spirituality and L$#yle). This was summarized in a short story camiog

a beggar who sat on a treasure of gold without kmgut until he made up his mind to open the box on
which he was sitting. To his utmost surprise healisred that he was sitting on a treasure of gdidiew
begging for a coin.

The story is very simple, but also very significhetauseSPIRITUALITY’ is a fundamental aspect of
our life as Dominicans, which helps us to love &mdive with deep convictions. If we fail to refteor
ask questions, like the beggar, we may soonerter fimd ourselves just sitting comfortably down aur
values, on the convictions that brought us into Ddean Life, without taking any advantage from thes
treasures.

Each of us was happy and satisfied for the newglmsive got about our spirituality and life style as
Dominicans and we are indeed very grateful forwloaderful and beautiful opportunity we experienced
and shared among uBhe juniors

THE RELEVANCE OF CHRIST THE KING IN OUR LIVES

The question that lingered in our mind during and after the celebration of Christ the King this year was: What
relevance does the feast of Christ the King hold for us?

Our experience of “power and government” in Nigeria, often characterized by sheer abuse, dictatorship
domination, on the side of those in power, but also in every facet of reality in the country, arises several
interrogatives.

The word service seems to have long been deleted from our daily way of speaking and from the dictionary. We
live in a reality of people drunken with power, capable of doing anything to seize it. Many lives have been
poured as a libation for evil on our dear fatherland to mitigate power tussle.

So what “King” are we celebrating? Why must we celebrate this Kingship of Christ? Yet the Church assures us
that there is need to celebrate, dance and raise our eyes confidently on Him, whose reign is a kingdom of
justice and peace. She invites us to look up at the one who came to serve and not to be served,

During the homily that day, we felt re-directed and encouraged not to loose hope because of the erroneous
display and possession of power typical of our government, but to emulate Christ whose authority is exercised
in humble service, doing good, healing the sick, raising the down-trodden to their dignity. In Christ we need to
re-discover the essence of service in governance. For we know that power is a gift of God to help others and
not to harm them. We need to look at Jesus who gave gifts, but never expected anything in return. Jesus did
not make people feel his authority, but used it for the poor, the prostitutes, the tax-collectors and the lowly
people of society. He did so, not to encourage prostitution or to prove that it is good, but to reveal to us that
He is the new hope of mankind, of all those who believe in him. His throne was on the cross not on
ornamented thrones. Jesus wants us to do the same; we may never be in power, but in our responsibilities and
daily chores our motives must be to serve and not to be served.

Our community concretely experienced the kingship of service with Mimmo and Leopoldo when they came to
fix the hospital equipment. They selflessly gave themselves to the work without expecting anything for their
service. Their zeal and generosity gingered us to give ourselves selflessly in the little we can, for example,
helping out in washing and fixing the beds and cupboards under the guidance of Sr. Celina and after the
example of Sr. Alessia, always ready to take care of the volunteers. After the painting and fixing of bed and
cupboards, we joyfully pushed them to the hospital. We are grateful to all those who have contributed
immensely towards the total completion of the Hospital!



The celebration of Christ the king this year opens our Ibadan Archdiocese to a one year celebration of its
jubilee i.e. 50 years of sowing the Good News onto this soil. The archbishop Alaba Job has mapped out this
one year to prayerfully await and celebrate this great event on the Feast of Christ the King in 2008.

The Novices

DELEGATION OF THE FRONTIERS

ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATION: December 28, 2007 — Januaryl, 2008

Friday, December 28: at 20, 3@ll the 18 sisters of the Delegation are presentHe roll call in the
welcoming community of Tamai: the first very impamt Assembly of the Delegation begins! Some faces
are not well known by all: of course, we come frérdifferent communities geographically dislocatéd a
the “frontiers”, almost all of us just “being bornthus one of the objectives of the meeting is tfat
reciprocal acquaintance. The arrangement of thenwaamp” in some rooms of the Nursery School,
shining with Christmas lights and colours, wondiyftavours our sharing and exchange of news.

Our Assembly opens serenely with the viva voce tgrgeof the Delegate and the written one by the
Prioress general from Pakistan, helped by a vemgtional system of simultaneous translation, which
allows the translator, Sr. M. Luisa Buratti, to raga quite rapidly between Italian and English.

Saturday, December 29favoured by a luminous winter sun, Tamai seemsjoyeour festive meeting.
Guided by our delegate, Sr. M. Consuelo Serafid,aaatompanied by Sr. M. Elvira, Assistant genaval,
live, in the morning, a deep Lectio on the WordGufd (Luke. 4, 14-30), that urges us to be a mgetin
point and a bridge of communication among men aathen from different ethnic and religious regions
and infuses in us the strength and joys born fleensharing of different experiences lived with &ue
passion; proclaiming everywhere “in the GalileeNaitions” that God is a Father who loves each man as
beloved son.

In the afternoon we present our communities recigltg, the place where they carry on their misstae,
hopes and difficulties accompanying them. Our nmgeliall is part of the ample entrance hall, whéee t
nursery children are welcomed, beautifully decatateth photos and coloured stars, with a crib and a
Christmas tree shining with lights. Part of itnarisformed into a prayer room for the singing aidsand
Vespers.

Sunday, December 30The day is dedicatet the reflection on some points of the “Projectidéé” from
which guide-lines are to be taken, together withisertion in the life of the parish that offers us
hospitality. We participate in the 10,30 Holy Masestrusted to our animation: songs in different
languages, Nigerian and Pakistani dances accompanycelebration presided by Monsignor Sante
Boscariol, Vicar for the consecrated life, who bested the Holy Mass for us also in the chapelhef t
community on the previous day.

In the afternoon, always in the Parish Church, wes@nt our mission to the people. Each community
briefly presents its history and the mission itres on in the part of the world where it lives: G4
London, Pirano, Vrhnika, Bari and Tamai are plasey far from one another, but now all of them have
the same face, that of the Dominican sister, daungbt Mother Gérine, sowing the seed of the Word
beyond every frontier!

Monday, December 31:We start the day celebrating the feast of Motherir@éwith a Holy Mass
presided by the Bishop of Concordia-Pordenone, Moios Ovidio Poletto, in the chapel of the
community; he encourages us to persevere in ottofeting to God and to the brothers who find
themselves in particularly difficult situations. &hmorning is then dedicated to the election of the
Councillors of the Delegation, who will have to aperate with the Delegate: Sr. M. Jamila Emmanuel
and Sr. Marie-Line Lucina are elected.

In the afternoon we commit ourselves to the drgfoha Regulation for the Delegation.

In the evening we wait for the arrival of the Newa¥ with games and dances, which somehow become a
test for the evaluation of what we know about fifee &f Mother Gérine: we treasure up everything to
favour a better reciprocal knowledge and the cemgmf fraternal union. Deeply moved, we listerthe
letter from the Prioress general who speaks tdostahe difficult situation in Pakistan, where @isters
live. Then we sing the Te Deum. At midnight sharp drink a toast and enjoy the “panettone” (a
Christmas cake) together with Don Saverio, Padimé Berto Santarossa, for carrying on excelleimty t
service of “restorers” during the whole Assembly.

4



Tuesday, January 1, 2008!' The worksof this day are dedicated to the search for stidegs and the
means to actuate them, meant to guide the jourhthedelegation during the just begun New Year. We
work on the Acts of the special General Chapter,tlo& proposals, which had been sent by the
communities themselves and on the ideas emergeéagdine previous days. We participate in the Parish
Holy Mass, the best occasion to address a spd@aksgiving to the parish Priest and the parishi®ne
who have manifested, with concrete gestures oflaoty and welcome, their joy for our spending time
with them.

In the afternoon we share the group-works in theembly, after which we sum up everything and
formulate the guide-lines that, after being appdog all of us, will become our “programme of life”

The minutes are very important in assemblies: thezethe assembly formally closes only after suppe
when the secretary, Sr. M. Sonia Mele, reads ttenténutes.

Wednesday, January 2:The departures for various destinations begin afid fimish on Saturday
morning, when Sr. M. Consuelo and Sr. Marie-Lin# lsave for Bari.
...Life goes on in the “frontiers” with new enthusias

We feel the need of thanking not only you who readreport and have been accompanying us with your
prayer, but also all those who, with their servitaye made our meeting possible to be held: thersisf

the General Curia with us, the simultaneous tramskar. M. Luisa Buratti, Paolina and Berto Santaeo
who have helped us with delicious lunches, the canity sisters who have taken care of us in a thadisa
ways so that all of us might feel at home, andpiuesh Priest who has arranged things for the ct&@3
sisters in a place where normally only three ssstiee! (From the daily chronicles of Sr. M. Coloanb
Marchesi) Photos: from n°2 to n°11 on the site of the Congtieg: www.suore-domenicane.pcn.nret

o TESTI MONI ES =

Yes, FOR EVER!

| was a young woman like all others, somehow frail, full of fears and insecurities. However, since my
adolescence | have been having a stable point: to seek the truth of myself and of the surrounding reality.
Life could not end just with the things | could see, there had to be something else beyond: a deeper and
fuller sense. | sought happiness, my full realisation. | would look at the pictures of saints who seemed to be
the happiest persons on earth; | listened to their words and found in them an answer to my
“interrogatives”.

I remember a homily, “All of us are called to holiness!” These words impressed me, because they meant
that the happiness which | admired in the saints could be realised also in me. Holiness actually means to
love all our brothers and sisters always more and better.

There followed a time when | moved far from the church, and then | started to approach a youth group,
within which | could experience the beauty of an encounter with Him who loves gratuitously. My heart
started opening to the mystery.

“Ask and you will receive, seek and you will find, knock and the door will be opened for you™.

| started resting my sight on the welcoming presence of a God who does not expect from us any effort
except that of seeking Him, of asking, of entrusting ourselves just like children. 1 tried to ask and received
the answer, to seek and | found, to knock and new horizons opened before me. Whenever | felt lonely,
weary and hopeless.... or was afraid...He was there.

Then | started trusting others and taking the first steps towards a deeper knowledge of this mystery.

(...) When | raised my eyes to his cross, | saw a beauty surpassing and containing all other beauties.

To me, the love of the whole world was in it. That silence proved to be disruptive force!

| saw this beauty again in a hospital room, where my father was dying. There was a small crucifix over his
sick-bed: he said to me, “God is here, sorrow and joy, anguish and hope, death and life...God is here,
present in this world of suffering”. | remember this as one experience that threw into my heart seeds of
hope. When my father died, | felt to entrust my tears to him and he would change them into love.

| think that my heart was definitively conquered that very moment; | understood that Jesus was One to
whom | could entrust my life and that He alone could make me happy.

| wished to say YES to him in everything, and in that YES there were my THANKS for the life, which he was
making me to discover and which kept on growing within me.



Thus | set on my journey and jumped into the darkness, but the joy of feeling loved was stronger than fear.
This may be the reason why | kept on saying my YES to Him during all these years, up to now, when | am
saying it for ever.
(...) I thank God for the gift of Life, without which | would never have known Him and never have felt
how beautiful it is to live when the love of Christ is at the centre of everything.
| thank Him for the gift of religious vocation, which keeps on being for me a great mystery...
| am here thanks to the sisters who have accompanied me along the journey of discernment and, | am sure,
continue to follow me from afar. Thanks to the sisters of the community that welcomed me these latest
times: Rome and Vigevano: thanks for their example and fidelity. | thank God and all of you, for your
affection, the appreciation which you have often shown me and for the prayer, the strongest force, with
which you accompany me towards this great step.
Sr. M. Paola De Biase

Testimony by Sr. M. Paola, on the occasion of her Final Profession, in the church of St. Peter Martyr
(Vigevano)

(x)der + (@)

From the general Curia

December 2007

Events that were not communicated with the previaus

December 5: the Prioress General and some Assgiarticipated in a meeting organised at St. Sdatyna
the DSI co-ordinator, Sr. M. Fabiola Velasquez,tf@ Dominican Sisters present in Rome;

December 13: Sr. M. Jamila and Sr. M. Razia arrivech Kabul: they were joyfully welcomed by all the
sisters in via degli Artisti, who had been worryiigthe last moment for the difficulty in gettinge entry
visa for Italy.

December 14: Sr. Maria Goretti Chavez, Sr. Bénédrouzet and Sr. Anna Maria Ubaldi finish their
Sabbatical trimester in the USMI National, Rome.cfown their spiritual renewal, they travelled tthiA
where they stayed 10 days for a charismatic dintgthe origin.

Calendar for January 2008

January 2:Sr. M. Josy e Sr. M. Carla come back to Rome a@féeticipating in the Assembly of the
“Frontiers Delegation”

January 3:Sr. M. Elvira leaves Tamai for Albi

January 2 -5:Sr. M. Christophe participates in the formation g@ss organised by USMID on the
theme, “Dominican holiness: manifestation of autya@xperience of hope”.

January 9-12: Sr. M. Carla will be in Genova for a meeting witietCommittee that promotes
initiatives for the Centenary of Madre Teresa S@dnirth in heaven.

January 14:the Prioress General comes back from her visiatagfan
January 17:Sr. M. Juana comes back from Argentina.

January 20:Sr. M. Elvira comes back from Albi

January 28: Sr. Suzanne comes back from Peru

Last week of Januarywill be devoted to meetings of the General Council



