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On 1st May, feast of St. Joseph's the Worker, our Dominican Brothers celebrated the inaugural Holy Mass for 
the new Priory at Mafoluku, dedicated to St. Joseph the Worker.  
It was a wonderful day for our brothers and ourselves; a historical day, as the Prior Provincial, Rev. Fr. 
Ignatius Madumere underlined, quoting the proverb, "Someone reads history, others study it, but only few 
lucky ones make it". We, too, are part of this little history! 
Sr. M. Marilena also is with us, just arrived from Italy after a long period spent in Rome for health reasons. 
This is an occasion of joy and thanksgiving to the Lord, who is always faithful to His Word. 
 

Many brothers from other communities, our sisters from Mafoluku and Idadan, the Medical Missionary 
Sisters, the Dominican Youth Movement and many friends were present for the Holy Mass. The house was 
packed up literally. 
With his homily, the Provincial made us understand that the community had the specific prerogatives of a 
Priory. Through the intercession of St. Joseph the Worker, he invoked the necessary graces on the Prior, Fr. 
Clement Idem, and the entire community, that they may fulfil their own commitments. At the end of Holy 
Mass, a simple, but fraternal refreshment made us rejoice and then return home happily and grateful to the 
Lord for His goodness.  
We avail ourselves of this occasion to thank the Prioress general, Sr. M. Viviana Ballarin, her Counsellors, 
all the sisters of the Congregation, particularly those at Montemario, for the physical, spiritual and moral 
support offered to Sr. M. Marilena during her stay in Rome. May the Lord bless you all. Amen. 

 
	
�����
�
Many times, we have seen our sisters working generously to save the life of our brothers living around us. 
We have seen them smiling with satisfaction whenever it was possible for them to restore patients to health; 
we have seen them sad and worried when they were compelled to send a patient to hospital or when 
somebody died. However, we had never seen them so much discouraged, disappointed and sad as when they 
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were before the case of  OLAITAN, a baby five days old, whose life they had struggled to save with all their 
might. 
 
We want to share with you this experience, so that all of you, our friends, may understand the reality of our 
country and may come to the rescue with your prayer.  
We live in a prevalently Muslim area, but everyday many pseudo-Christian churches or sects sprout up like 
mushrooms. At the basis of all these churches and sects there is the desire and need of our people to pray and 
to celebrate the Lord according to their own cultural feelings, using the native language and the local 
resources.  Speaking with them, we have come to know that they are organised with the same system as the 
family clan. They have a great mother whom they call "Mummy" in the modern language" and a father, 
called "Daddy". In some sects they are called pastors or evangelists, but the organising structure is always 
that of the extended African family. 
 

People submit all their problems to the head (pastor, daddy or mummy) who decides how to face and to 
solve them. This happens also in the case of disease or death. It is the pastor or the Mummy who decides if, 
and when, to go to hospital and how long to remain there. Whatever the diagnosis or the treatment, it is 
always up to them to approve them or not. Generally, the head is among those who accompany the patient to 
the hospital and the entire clan shoulders the necessary expenses.  
Not long ago, they took a dead baby to our clinic (the doctor and the nurses could not but state that the baby 
was dead): when we informed the pastor, he said that the baby had not died, but was sleeping. He then 
ordered to take it back to the mountain. We never came to know what happened after that.  
 

Many of these sects, near the church, have a small clinic where the women go to deliver their babies. Now, 
here is the case of little OLAITAN, five days old, who was taken to our clinic on May 14th 2006.  
An evangelist woman had assisted the delivery of the young mother, 26 years old, but evidently, she was 
neither a nurse nor a midwife. It followed that, since the woman had not assisted the delivery with 
competence, the baby had developed an infection in a very short time.   
They told us that the baby was the third begotten son, the only male baby and was very beautiful.  Yet the 
sisters were shocked at the simple act of looking at its swollen and smelling body.  Despite this, our sisters 
tried their best to save the child, assisting it uninterruptedly the whole night, but all in vain. The baby died the 
following day, on Monday, May 15. 
The great sorrow of our sisters was for the death of the baby, but above all for the negligence, ignorance and 
deceit of the evangelist woman that had caused the death. It is sad to realise and to say that cases like this are 
common and frequent. 
 

Not long ago an aged man, 70 years old, was taken to our clinic. From the tests and the doctor's response, we 
realised that it was necessary to take him to hospital urgently, if we wanted to save him. We informed his son 
who, in his turn, informed the Pastor, present among the people who had accompanied the patient.  
For unknown reasons, the pastor decided that the old man had not to be cured. In fact, they took him home 
and died the following day. Many more cases like this are quite frequent.  
The urgent question for us is to find out the way of helping our people understand the importance of 
medicines and of treatments, without for this forgetting the Lord.  
 

Our popular saying "If you think that education is too expensive, experience ignorance" keeps on becoming a 
reality. Ignorance and lack of means for education are killing our people. We need new men like St. Dominic 
for our times! Do help us with your prayer, so that we may never stop preaching the true doctrine and we 
may know how to face the challenges without getting discouraged.  
Do go on praying for our country. Thank you. 
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La Consulta:  From a letter: 
"I am very happy with the task assigned to me, that of taking care of the rural community of 'Cepillo'. I share 
this work with three girls from our school, two youths from another school of La Consulta and two mothers, 
one from Cepillo and the other from La Consulta. Everything is a true challenge. Seasonal workers of the 
neediest part in Argentina inhabit this territory. There are many sects. People living over here are indifferent 
towards us, but God is granting us the grace of reaching the youths. We are realising a beautiful project, 
through the catechesis and a small group named "Perseverance". Yesterday 29 youths were present! 
 
After the catechesis, I go to visit families that live in tends and that move from place to place according to the 
harvest of the fields. It is very sad to see how the children live and the needs they have. Now it is already very 
cold because they are near the mountains and the children are barefooted wearing clothes in rags. It is even 
sorrowful to see that if we give them some clothes, the parents keep or sell them, instead of allowing the 
children to put them on. They think that they have to save the clothes for the time they go back to North 
Argentina. It is truly very difficult to make them understand what is good to do! 
In our school there is a group of children who unfailingly come daily to our chapel during intervals. They 
like to sing to Mary, to Jesus and to listen to Bible stories, which I adapt to their capacity of understanding. I 
impart also computer lessons in the Secondary School: the Lord has been good to me, because my group is 
very well committed in everything.  
Moreover, twice a week I attend a course on theology in a formation centre at 100 km from la Consulta" 
Sr. M. Anabel 
�
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May 2006 
During her short stay in Slovenia, the Prioress General visited the place where, God willing, the second 
community, Vhrnika, will be erected. It is a locality 12 km from Ljubljana. The sisters will live not far from 
the Parish and will be able to collaborate with the pastoral action for the proclamation of the Gospel.  
During her stay in France, Sr. M. Christophe participated in some meetings of the Dominican lay fraternities 
in Biarritz and Lyon.  
Sr. M. Elvira has happily come back from her first experience as "preacher": the sisters of the Monastery 
“Matris Domini” have appreciated very much her meditations that were inspired on the Gospel an on 
Catherine. 
Sr. Suzanne and Sr. M. Celine have had their first "approach" with the charming land of Guadeloupe, but 
mainly with the welcoming cordiality of the sisters, as described above.  
In this very F.I. you have already an ample narration of the days spent in Albi by the Prioress general and Sr. 
M. Elvira 
We shall speak in the following number about the Visit of the Prioress general in Uganda, accompanied by 
Sr. M. Christophe. 
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9-11 June, 2006: Sr. Suzanne will participate, in Paris, in a meeting of the association for Catholic schools in 
France. 
June 11: the Prioress General and Sr. M. Christophe will come back from their visit in Uganda. 
11-19 June: meeting of the General Council 
June 19: Departure of Sr. Elvira for Biarritx, where meetings of the Council of Delegation will take place 
    She will then move to Albi for a stay of some weeks.  
 June 20th: The Prioress general, Sr. M. Christophe and Sr. M. Juana will leave for Argentina 
 June 22-29, the 1st Chapter of the Province of America Latina will take place. 
 June 26:  Election of the Prioress Provincial and of the Counsellors 
June 25 - July 1:  Sr. Suzanne will participate in a seminar of studies for non Italian Religious, in the Centro 
Unitario Missionario (CUM), Verona 
 


