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ABATETE: WORKSHOP ON JUSTICE AND PEACE, July 7-10

Sr. M. Pauline, the contact person for Justice &w®hce in Nigeria and Ghana, Dominican Sisters
Africa, together with the Prioress General of theninican Sisters of the Diocese of Sokoto Nigeria,
Sr. Franca, and Sr. Emmanuela, of the same comgjeay attended a workshop on Justice and Peace

in Tanzania recently. She shares her experiendésus.

1. Arrival in Tanzania on July 7 and the meetirayted in earnest.

2. Themes for reflection

a) Conflict Resolution: A Dominican sister of American Origin, who
has been a missionary in Zembabwe for over 40yesgeldped this
theme. It was very interesting.

b) Rights of Women in the Islamic World A Muslim woman of
Tanzania gave the talk about the rights of Musliomen. She made us
to understand that many Muslim women suffer oppoessbecause of
ignorance of their rights. Because of their beiligeriate, many Muslim
women are not aware of the rights accorded to tinetheir own religion.
We should help them wherever we can and enlightam bn their rights.

c) Rights of Children of the World: This also was contributed by a
layperson from Nairobi, who is working with childre and fights
especially against the reality of children madaligot in many African
countries. We need to know and to be the voicénefvbiceless in our
world today. We should make use of the communioatchnologies to
reach out to those concerned. We cannot be in€liffelbefore certain
situations, knowing that the easiest way to profmgavil is to do
nothing to stop it.

3. The participantaNe were sisters from all over Africa: South Afjc
Nigeria, Zambia, Zembabwe, Mozambique, Centralo&friNairobi.

4. Closing The General Meeting closed on July 9 and the rdeq@awas
on July 10.

The next assembly of the DSA will be in 2008 in Boa-Faso. All the
Dominican Sisters present in Africa are expectethaarepresented in
that General Assembly.

My Experience: | felt the beauty of
our Dominican family. The
Association of the Dominican
Sisters in Africa (DSA) aims at
bringing together all the sisters to a
unique Family. The Association of
the Dominican sisters in Africa, just
like the Dominican Sisters Interna-
tional (DSI), is to bring all the
Dominican Family together from
all over the world. "Charity begins
at home". | want to conclude by
sharing my Air Travelling
experience. Starting again from the
airport of Kilimanjaro, one of the
highest mountains in the world,
there was a moment of panic:
when our plane was about to take
off, it made an abrupt stop. A big
bird was flying towards our plan
badly, urging the pilot to abort the
take off. All inside the plan were
shivering with fear. | told the sister
by my side, “Let us pray!” A
Canadian Lady exclaimed, "There
are three nuns on board, therefore,
we are safe”. Effectively, the
journey continued without any
other problem. We thank God for
watching over our going and
coming.Sr. M. Paulina
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MAFOLUKU: Various Celebrations

70™ Birthday of Cardinal Okogie: During f the past three months, the Mofoluku community has been
witnessing several feasts, including the birthday celebration of our ‘Baba’ Anthony Card. Okogie, who celebrated
his 70" birthday in the month of June. This was a great feast for him and his spiritual children. The celebration was
a full month feast, which started on May 29, 2006, with the Catholic children and ended with the lunch at the Eko
Hotel on June 25, 2006. Our community participated in some of these activities:
May 29, Cardinal’s Day with the Catholic children; this was celebrated in on our parish out-station Church of the
Ascension, Airport road, where our school children performed a dance wonderfully.
13" June, Cardinal’s Day with the priest and religious; they titled the celebration as “ Baba must laugh at 70"and ‘Baba’
indeed laughed on that day due to the funny jokes presented by the MC. It was really a happy and joyful experience.
18™ June: We celebrated the Holy Mass of thanksgiving in the Holy Cross Cathedral, where we met also the ex-
head of State, Col Yakubu Gowan, who greeted us jubilantly.



At the end there was a celebration organised by all the catholic schools, where our pupils performed the Dance of
the Kingdom with a Christian music.

“Baba” distinguishes himself with his responsible initiatives, particularly when he approaches the government
authorities for the well-being of the country. This has always been his notable characteristic and for this both
civilian and religious respect him. He is a challenge for us religious in our commitment as prophets of God in this
present generation.

DOMINICAN FEAST: On July 22, the community had the opportunity to participate in the priestly and
deaconate ordination ceremony of our twelve Dominican brothers in Ibadan: six priests and six deacons. It was a
fantastic experience and all the members of the Dominican family participated: Youth Movement, Lay Dominicans
and the Sisters. The ceremony went fine, though there was rain, which we saw as a symbol of blessings on the
Dominican entire family and our ordained brothers. We can say that also the Dominican Sisters in Montemario
participated in the celebration, in the person of Sr. Kenny, whose presence added colour and number to our
community.

DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES: On July 25, we had the joy of witnessing the graduation of ninety-nine pupils
from Primary Six to Junior Secondary School, ninety-three pupils from Nursery Three to Primary One and prize
giving to the best students in academics. The prize giving was not only to the best children, but also to our
benefactors, some parents and friends of the Dominicans. The ceremony started at about 10:00 a.m. with the
marching in of the Graduates, followed by the opening prayer said by Rev. Fr. Gilbert Thesing, O.P. Immediately
after the prayer, Rev. Bro Stephen Lucas, O.P, gave his welcome address, thanking all the people who had worked
tirelessly to see the success of the School’s development, especially the sisters in the person of Sr. Margaret
Hussain, O.P, who intervened with a talk on the progress of the school and the profit of the pupils.

The Dominican Fathers announced the birth of the Junior Secondary School in September, a continuation of the
present primary school.

After Sr. Margaret’s speech, there were different performances, among which a drama by the pupils of Nursery,
dances by Primary pupils and “a modelling show” by the out-going girls and boys dressed in their own traditional
wears. Finally, there were the distribution of prizes to the best pupils from the Play Group, Nursery to Primary
Classes and the traditional refreshment. A pupil gave a farewell speech, thanking the management and the staff of
the School for their moral and spiritual support. Even the Benefactors received prizes, made in certificates and
pieces of handicraft. Rev. Fr. Anthony Abiodun, O.P, our pastor, said the closing prayer, and the whole ceremony
was over at 14.00.

Today 28" of July, the 2005/2006 academic session closes with a thanksgiving Mass celebrated by Rev. Fr.
Gilbert Thesing, O.P. Seven of our pupils received their first Holy Communion during the Mass.
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testi moni es

My experience in the first provincial Chapter of Latin America

“The Spirit provokesus ... *“

. to invent the journeys all together
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% “That they may be one”,

Sr. M. Silvana Squizzato<8 + - !

Roma, July 25 2006

Dearest sisters,

Only five days ago, | came back to the Generali&wrhere | try to live with faith and simplicity
the Will of the Lord on me. | thank Mother ViviarRrjoress General, for allowing me to complete the
school year in Guadeloupe, before settling defialyi in Rome. Actually, it would have been diffi¢al
interrupt, during the year, my commitment in thacsd, above all to cut off my teaching to my pybls
year old, whose responsible person | was. | had &swait for my passport, which | had applied iioiLa
Moule. It took a long time before it was issued &mdthis, | could not get the Visa for my journey
Nigeria with Sr. M. Celina. Therefore, | apologig&h my sisters in Nigeria for not being with thém
August, as | had been hoping. | will not fail todmong them with my affection and prayer.

Rome, with its hot sun, reminds me of Guadelouife runs off with the warmth of its joys and diffites.

My biggest worry now is the language, because Inoarspeak fluently with my sisters in the Italian
language, nor in Spanish and English. | run shdnvords! With God’s help and an Italian course, @i
shall begin on August 1, | shall be able to tastgpessively the joy of oral communication and éceaive

the due communication from the media. At presemnsel a few words, my hands, my smile and ... the
patient goodness of my sisters. My dear sistershako hesitate to launch you towards the study of
languages. It is important!

| think of each sister in the Guadeloupe Provinoecause now all our being: heart, spirit and bouy,
oriented towards the celebration of the Provind@thapter, which will soon take place. This chapter i
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important for the future of our Province and théeliof our communities. Let us support one another
fraternally, praying the Lord that the fire of H&pirit may enwrap us without consuming us; thatmesy

be able to overcome our anguish and difficultiessuaning with faith, humility and serenity all Hepegts
from us.

| want to thank the sisters of the La Moule commyumiith whom | have been sharing moments of fraer
life, with the shadows and lights it implies. | mkaparticularly Sr. Theresa who, the moment of my
departure, put in my hands an envelope containingoaing thought, which will be of spiritual helprtee.
Thank you, once again, Sr. Theresa, for your siraptéfraternal gesture!Sr. M. Josy Jabol.

LATIN AMERICA

The Provincial Chapter has chosen
“Nuestra Se ora de Guadalupe”
as protector of the Province,

therefore, this will be the title of the Province.

From the General Curia

July 2006

During her stay in Argentina, the Prioress Genersrved a few days for her first visitation to toenmunities
of Montevideo (Uruguay), where Mother Gérine sest first missionaries. This is what she wrote frivere,
“It was deeply touching to arrive in Montevideo $ga. | thought of the first sisters who reachesl ldnid more
than a century ago, surely not with means simianurs today”.

Her return to Italy, together with Sr. M. Christepand Sr. M. Juana, was one day late, July 21S&an left
from Fiumicino at the same time.

July 20, the assistant Sr. M. Josy Jabol came tma8lome, after staying in Guadeloupe to carry ansichool
year commitment.

July 15: Sr. M. Laura Restelli, general bursardéinitively transferred to Via degli Artisti. Nowll the
members are present in the Curia.

July 22: Sr. M. Elvira came back after a monttiuifimmersioninto the French Language, with the best results,
as we have already read above.

After a few days dedicated to meetings, the Priofesneral left for Kabul together with Sr. M. Juaoa July
30. The sisters of our international community otlegre have been waiting long and desiring to hhig
visitation.

Calendar for August 2006

2-16 August Visit of Sr. M. Elvira and Sr. M. Celina to ouvommunities in Nigeria

The Delegation Assembly will take place in Ibadam,August13-14-15. It will be presided by the DelegSr.
M. Margaret Hussain. They will elect two counsedland will draft the Regulation of the Delegation.

August 6: The Prioress general and Sr. M. Juana will comé& fracn Kabul.

August 11: Sr. Suzan will come back from Peru.

August 16: The Prioress General, accompanied by Sr. M. Clpligtowill leave for Guadeloupe to visit the
community and to preside the First Provincial Chgptvhich will take place in Le Moule 19-25 Augu$he
elections of the Prioress Provincial and the collorsewill take place o\ugust 22.

23-28 August: Sr. M. Elvira will participate in the meeting of dpect Catherine IV, which will be held at
Montemario-Rome.



