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ABATETE: WORKSHOP ON JUSTICE AND PEACE, July 7-10 
  
Sr. M. Pauline, the contact person for Justice and Peace in Nigeria and Ghana, Dominican Sisters 
Africa, together with the Prioress General of the Dominican Sisters of the Diocese of Sokoto Nigeria, 
Sr. Franca,  and Sr. Emmanuela, of the same congregation, attended a workshop on Justice and Peace 
in Tanzania recently.  She shares her experiences with us: 
 
 

1. Arrival in Tanzania on July 7 and the meeting started in earnest.  
  

2. Themes for reflection: 
a) Conflict Resolution: A Dominican sister of American Origin, who 
has been a missionary in Zembabwe for over 40yrs, developed this 
theme. It was very interesting. 
  

b) Rights of Women in the Islamic World: A Muslim woman of 
Tanzania gave the talk about the rights of Muslim women. She made us 
to understand that many Muslim women suffer oppressions because of 
ignorance of their rights. Because of their being illiterate, many Muslim 
women are not aware of the rights accorded to them by their own religion. 
We should help them wherever we can and enlighten them on their rights. 
  

c) Rights of Children of the World: This also was contributed by a 
layperson from Nairobi, who is working with children, and fights 
especially against the reality of children made soldiers in many African 
countries. We need to know and to be the voice of the voiceless in our 
world today. We should make use of the communication technologies to 
reach out to those concerned. We cannot be indifferent before certain 
situations, knowing that the easiest way to propagate evil is to do 
nothing to stop it.  
  

3. The  participants: We were sisters from all over Africa: South Africa, 
Nigeria, Zambia, Zembabwe, Mozambique, Central Africa, Nairobi. 
  

4. Closing: The General Meeting closed on July 9 and the departure was 
on July 10.  
 

The next assembly of the DSA will be in 2008 in Burkina-Faso. All the 
Dominican Sisters present in Africa are expected to be represented in 
that General Assembly.  
 

 
My Experience: I felt the beauty of 
our Dominican family. The 
Association of the Dominican 
Sisters in Africa (DSA) aims at 
bringing together all the sisters to a 
unique Family. The Association of 
the Dominican sisters in Africa, just 
like the Dominican Sisters Interna-
tional (DSI), is to bring all the 
Dominican Family together from 
all over the world. "Charity begins 
at home". I want to conclude by 
sharing my Air Travelling 
experience. Starting again from the 
airport of Kilimanjaro, one of the 
highest mountains in the world, 
there was a moment of panic: 
when our plane was about to take 
off, it made an abrupt stop. A big 
bird was flying towards our plan 
badly, urging the pilot to abort the 
take off. All inside the plan were 
shivering with fear. I told the sister 
by my side, “Let us pray!” A 
Canadian Lady exclaimed, "There 
are three nuns on board, therefore, 
we are safe”. Effectively, the 
journey continued without any 
other problem. We thank God for 
watching over our going and 
coming. Sr. M. Paulina  

 

IBADAN: Sharing of gifts 
 

Since Advent 2005, our novitiate community had been longing and planning to reach out in a concrete 
way to many suffering brothers and sisters around with our maternal, spiritual and natural gifts, but 
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time and means had always been against the realisation of this dream. Our desire is to visit some 
interior villages here in Ibadan, sharing clothing, shoes, necessary things, and at the same time giving 
medical simple talks on how to keep their environs clean to avoid sickness. 
Our clinic organizes such out-reach to interior villages very often. This year, it has visited about five 
villages already, in collaboration with the Redemptorist religious community. It was they to discover 
these villages. Thanks to them and with them, our sisters have been able to do plenty of good to the 
poor in these villages.  
 

The opportunity came on June 21 this year, when we gladly joined the Redemptorists to visit a village 
called GIDI-GIDI, one of the remotest areas in the periphery of Ibadan, about 30km from our 
community. It is a very bushy area with narrow roads.  It is really an interior poor village, where few 
Catholic inhabitants live. Only the missionary of Christ, after the example of his Master, goes looking 
for those whom the society does not consider or care for. The persons who live in this village are about 
300, almost all of them children and aged. Chatting with some of them, we discovered that they are 
farmers from different tribes who settle in these free land villages, where they can farm and sell their 
products.  
Misery characterizes these villagers. They simply lack everything that makes life worth living. There is 
no electricity, pipe borne-water, (they drink from the dirty streams around; for this the ring warm is 
common with terrible and protracted wounds on their legs); no school (expect those the 
Redemptorists have been able to build up for some villages).  There is a high level of illiteracy and the 
people, especially children, look very sick. 
 

The people were happy to welcome us and many came out for the health talk and for treatment, but 
when they were asked to pay a token,  many left in anger (because they do not have even that nominal 
amount of money). It is quite appalling, however, that these inhabitants are ignorant of the fact that 
cleanliness is next to godliness; that we must take proper care of our health.  Having realized this, the 
sisters, enlightened them about the importance of good health, good food, and the need to keep their 
surroundings clean for a healthy living. Those of them who were not strong received some drugs of 
affordable price and some clothes.  They were all happy and grateful.  They live poverty, hunger, 
sickness, misery, ignorance, illiteracy, yet they are also happy and joyful. They touched us deeply with 
their continuous expression of God’s goodness in their life. 
Their poverty touched us and made us understand what it means to be generous in gestures and 
kindness, even in the little things we possess. They do not have anything, lacking even human dignity, 
but their hospitality and warmth will remain imprinted in our hearts.  They also filled our vehicle 
with the fruits of the earth, to show appreciation and prayed for our mission, imploring God’s mercy 
and protection over us. 
The simplicity with which they bless God, despite the painful condition of their life, is a challenge for 
us. It makes us reflect on our response to the vows and the life we have chosen to live. 
It was indeed a nice experience to share their feelings and difficulties and to learn from them how to 
embrace life with serenity and simplicity. 
 

 
MAFOLUKU: Various Celebrations 

 
� 70th Birthday of Cardinal Okogie: During f the past three months, the Mofoluku community has been 
witnessing several feasts, including the birthday celebration of our ‘Baba’ Anthony Card. Okogie, who celebrated 
his 70th birthday in the month of June. This was a great feast for him and his spiritual children. The celebration was 
a full month feast, which started on May 29, 2006, with the Catholic children and ended with the lunch at the Eko 
Hotel on June 25, 2006.  Our community participated in some of these activities:  
May 29, Cardinal’s Day with the Catholic children; this was celebrated in on our parish out-station Church of the 
Ascension, Airport road, where our school children performed a dance wonderfully.   
13th June, Cardinal’s Day with the priest and religious; they titled the celebration as “ Baba must  laugh at 70” and ‘Baba’ 
indeed laughed on that day due to the funny jokes presented by the MC. It was really a happy and joyful experience.  
18th June: We celebrated the Holy Mass of thanksgiving in the Holy Cross Cathedral, where we met also the ex-
head of State, Col Yakubu Gowan, who greeted us jubilantly.  
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At the end there was a celebration organised by all the catholic schools, where our pupils performed the Dance of 
the Kingdom with a Christian music. 
“Baba” distinguishes himself with his responsible initiatives, particularly when he approaches the government 
authorities for the well-being of the country. This has always been his notable characteristic and for this both 
civilian and religious respect him. He is a challenge for us religious in our commitment as prophets of God in this 
present generation.  
 

�DOMINICAN FEAST: On July 22, the community had the opportunity to participate in the priestly and 
deaconate ordination ceremony of our twelve Dominican brothers in Ibadan: six priests and six deacons. It was a 
fantastic experience and all the members of the Dominican family participated: Youth Movement, Lay Dominicans 
and the Sisters. The ceremony went fine, though there was rain, which we saw as a symbol of blessings on the 
Dominican entire family and our ordained brothers. We can say that also the Dominican Sisters in Montemario 
participated in the celebration, in the person of Sr. Kenny, whose presence added colour and number to our 
community.   
 

�DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES: On July  25, we had the joy of witnessing the graduation of ninety-nine pupils 
from Primary Six to Junior Secondary School, ninety-three pupils from Nursery Three to Primary One and prize 
giving to the best students in academics. The prize giving was not only to the best children, but also to our 
benefactors, some parents and friends of the Dominicans. The ceremony started at about 10:00 a.m. with the 
marching in of the Graduates, followed by the opening prayer said by Rev. Fr. Gilbert Thesing, O.P.  Immediately 
after the prayer, Rev. Bro Stephen Lucas, O.P, gave his welcome address, thanking all the people who had worked 
tirelessly to see the success of the School’s development, especially the sisters in the person of Sr. Margaret 
Hussain, O.P, who intervened with a talk on the progress of the school and the profit of the pupils.  
The Dominican Fathers announced the birth of the Junior Secondary School in September, a continuation of the 
present primary school.  
After Sr. Margaret’s speech, there were different performances, among which a drama by the pupils of Nursery, 
dances by Primary pupils and “a modelling show” by the out-going girls and boys dressed in their own traditional 
wears. Finally, there were the distribution of prizes to the best pupils from the Play Group, Nursery to Primary 
Classes and the traditional refreshment. A pupil gave a farewell speech, thanking the management and the staff of 
the School for their moral and spiritual support. Even the Benefactors received prizes, made in certificates and 
pieces of handicraft. Rev. Fr. Anthony Abiodun, O.P, our pastor, said the closing prayer, and the whole ceremony 
was over at 14.00. 
 

�Today 28th of July, the 2005/2006 academic session closes with a thanksgiving Mass celebrated by Rev. Fr. 
Gilbert Thesing, O.P. Seven of our pupils received their first Holy Communion during the Mass.  
 

FFFFFFFFRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAANNNNNNNNCCCCCCCCEEEEEEEE        
 

CHRONICLE OF THE ALBI COMMUNITY 
 

fter the Council of Delegation, held in Biarritz 
last June, to our great joy Sr. M. Elvira spent 

some weeks of intense work in Albi. She shared 
fraternally our life and our prayer, studied French 
intensely, which he will soon speak, and visited the 
nearby communities of Toulouse, Carcassonne, 
Gaillac and Prédicadous. 
Now, let us go back to our community. One 
evening, Sr. M. Elvira proposed a pilgrimage to 
Notre Dame de la Drèche, a Marian sanctuary very 
much loved by the inhabitants of La Tarn. We 
accepted the proposal unanimously and joyfully. 
We fixed the departure: an afternoon at 17.00. We 
left by more than one car. The community was 
almost all present, with the exception of 3 sick 
sisters. We were no yet in the summer’s hottest 

days and the church gave us a cool welcome.  We 
presented our Congregation, the world and our 
heart’s intentions to the Lord, through the 
meditation of the Rosary. “Lord, look at our 
wounded world and grant peace to it. Have mercy 
on those who suffer. Lord, many men do not know 
you yet. Grant them to know and love you”. 
After this time of prayer and meditation, we 
stopped in the Church Square, for a pleasant 
relaxing moment, enjoying cool drinks. Then, we 
made our way home. We expressed our gratitude 
to Sr. M. Elvira for this fraternal initiative, which 
made us feel young again by calling to memory the 
pilgrimages we used to make in May and October, 
in honour to Mary! 

A
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nother special time was the evening we spent 
at Predicadous. Let us offer our sisters the 

pleasure of narrating it.  
We are thankful to Sr. M. Elvira for her discreet, 
efficacious and fraternal presence among us, during 
these weeks.  We shall be happy to enjoy this 
experience once again in autumn.  
On July, Sr. Dominique and Sr. Jacques-Marie 
accompanied Sr. M. Elvira to Biarritz. This offered 
us the occasion for a pilgrimage to the grotto of 
Lourdes, where we entrusted our Congregation to 
Our Lady. We visited also the “Sweet Home” villa, 
donated to our Congregation by the family of a 
sister of ours. At present, we have entrusted it to a 
psychiatric hospital of the region, to welcome the 

patients during the day and sending them home for 
the night.  
The sisters were waiting for us at Biarritz and the 
following day Sr. M. Elvira left us for Rome, 
accompanied by Sr. Claire-Marie and Sr. Matthew.  
Now we joyfully get ready to welcome Sr. M. 
Romina, Sr. Lorena and Sr. M. Kiran who, during 
their stay with us, will participate in the diocesan 
pilgrimage from Albi to Lourdes. 
We have been delighted also to welcome, for a few 
days in our community, Sr. Jeanine accompanying 
Eva, a Polish young woman who desires to join the 
Monastery of Prouille. We entrust her to your 
prayer. 
 

 
FROM  THE  COMMUNITY  OF PRÉDICADOUS  
 
It is possible! During her stay in the land of Albi, Sr. M. Elvira often expressed this conviction in an 
excellent French, “It is possible!” 
One day, at table she had a sudden illumination. “I have an idea!” All our ears were wide-opened. “We 
shall have a picnic to Predicadous one evening”. 
The sisters were ready to welcome the idea with enthusiasm and unanimously. They fixed the date for 
the coming Wednesday. However, there was a problem to mitigate the enthusiasm for Predicadous: 
almost every day, at about 17.00, there is a storm followed by a tempest. How can we realise a picnic 
over there?  
On the fixed day, early in the morning our neighbouring friend Guy loaded the tractor with the chairs 
of the school and the benches, to put them before the statue of St. Dominic, under the trees. We made 
the next step at 15.00, by laying the table, covering it with paper cloth and pasting it here there to 
resist the wind. At about 17, under a calm and serene sky, five cars arrived with almost all our sisters 
from Albi, our mother-house. What a joy to meet all together at Predicadous, with Sr. M. Elvira among 
us. Some sisters had not visited the place for more than ten years. Meeting, relaxing, visiting again the 
house and the school aroused in each one the emotion of seeing again the land of Mother Gérine! 
The moment of prayer arrived and we sang Vespers before the statue of St. Dominic and the Picture of 
Mother Gérine”. The opening song attuned the evening, “Let us spend time to live graciously with our 
brothers”, while the intercessory prayers recalled to mind the meaningful words of the Prioress 
General and Sr. M. Elvira. 
Finally, it was picnic time: we laid the table, the service was perfect, we emptied the plates, the 
atmosphere was as beautiful as the weather. Within this magnificent scenario, the golden sheaves 
were scattered in the spacious field under the sun, while the evening light diffused peace. 
We enjoyed a surprise at the end of the picnic: the Albi Sisters had prepared a festive entertainment in 
honour of Sr. M. Elvira. First, there was an inedited sketch, “a French lesson for Sr. Elvira”. We clapped 
hands for the author, but also for the enormous work realised by Sr. Elvira during these weeks, with 
the help of Teacher Valerie and the progress made by one who loves to say: “C’est possible!”   
No doubt Valerie guided her, but a lot is due to her ardent desire to communicate, to dialogue, to live 
fraternal communion, despite the difficulties of our French tongue.  
Well done, Sr. M. Elvira!  
Other “sketches” and songs followed. A few days after the victory of Italy for the world cup, we 
donated a football to the only Italian person among us, a person whom we crowned also with laurels 
and a diploma in the French language. We expressed our trust and gratitude to her, while she 
addressed her greeting to us.  
A song and a chain of friendship concluded the indelible evening. All the cars moved back to Albi at 
22.00.  
 
 

A
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My experience in the first provincial Chapter of Latin America 
 

“The Spirit provokes us   …   “ 
 
This provoking experience is what urged Mother Gérine to found our Family. It continues along 
history in many men and women who allow the blow of the Spirit to “provoke” them. It is an 
experience lived in communion, participation, co-responsibility. This is what we have breathed during 
the days of the provincial Chapter. 
I believe that we make history out of this experience; we renew our vow of obedience and go on in 
search of new journeys to live consecrated life among today’s people of ours, in our communities, here 
in Latin America.  
 

“ …   to invent the journeys all together    …   “ 
 
As a junior, invited together with other juniors: Sr. M. Barbarita, Sr. M. Auxiliadora and Sr. M. Lucia, 
and with the associated laity, Gina, Suzan and Hugo, I feel deeply grateful for the possibility of 
creating history, of offering our contribution, of co-operating with the Spirit, who goes on blowing in 
our history. He follows us and spurs us to invent new journeys for our Family, the church and the 
society… 
As the days, the group work, talks and dialogues, the gestures and glances went on, I understood that 
everything was part of a greater mystery enwrapping and surrounding all the daughters and sons of 
Mother Gérine. By feeling part of this history and mystery, I feel part also of the search, which we 
must continue, in faithfulness to the Gospel and to our founders. It is a search for the unity, which 
Jesus commanded, “That they may be one”, a search we have inherited from our major sisters and 
which converts in me, in us, in a compulsory journey to be made together with the brothers and 
sisters, whom the Lord puts at our side, along the same journey. 
Our testimony will be credible, if we incarnate this unity dream of Jesus. It is a dream also of Dominic 
and Catherine, as well as of our beloved Mother Gérine.  
Sr. M. Silvana Squizzato – La Consulta, Mendoza. 
 

����� 
 

Roma, July 25 2006 
 
Dearest sisters,  
 Only five days ago, I came back to the General Curia, where I try to live with faith and simplicity 
the Will of the Lord on me. I thank Mother Viviana, Prioress General, for allowing me to complete the 
school year in Guadeloupe, before settling definitively in Rome. Actually, it would have been difficult to 
interrupt, during the year, my commitment in the school, above all to cut off my teaching to my pupils, 6 
year old, whose responsible person I was. I had also to wait for my passport, which I had applied for in La 
Moule. It took a long time before it was issued and for this, I could not get the Visa for my journey to 
Nigeria with Sr. M. Celina. Therefore, I apologise with my sisters in Nigeria for not being with them in 
August, as I had been hoping. I will not fail to be among them with my affection and prayer.  
Rome, with its hot sun, reminds me of Guadeloupe. Life runs off with the warmth of its joys and difficulties. 
My biggest worry now is the language, because I cannot speak fluently with my sisters in the Italian 
language, nor in Spanish and English. I run short of words! With God’s help and an Italian course, which I 
shall begin on August 1, I shall be able to taste progressively the joy of oral communication and to receive 
the due communication from the media. At present, I use a few words, my hands, my smile and … the 
patient goodness of my sisters. My dear sisters, do not hesitate to launch you towards the study of 
languages. It is important! 
I think of each sister in the Guadeloupe Province, because now all our being: heart, spirit and body, is 
oriented towards the celebration of the Provincial Chapter, which will soon take place. This chapter is 

������ tteessttiimmoonniieess  ������ 
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important for the future of our Province and the life of our communities. Let us support one another 
fraternally, praying the Lord that the fire of His Spirit may enwrap us without consuming us; that we may 
be able to overcome our anguish and difficulties, assuming with faith, humility and serenity all He expects 
from us. 
I want to thank the sisters of the La Moule community, with whom I have been sharing moments of fraternal 
life, with the shadows and lights it implies. I thank particularly Sr. Theresa who, the moment of my 
departure, put in my hands an envelope containing a moving thought, which will be of spiritual help to me. 
Thank you, once again, Sr. Theresa, for your simple and fraternal gesture!! Sr. M. Josy Jabol. 
 

������������� 
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The Provincial Chapter has chosen 

“Nuestra Se ññññora de Guadalupe” 

as protector of the Province, 

therefore, this will be the title of the Province. 

  

    
    
From the General Curia From the General Curia From the General Curia From the General Curia     
 

July 2006 
During her stay in Argentina, the Prioress General reserved a few days for her first visitation to the communities 
of Montevideo (Uruguay), where Mother Gérine sent her first missionaries. This is what she wrote from there, 
“It was deeply touching to arrive in Montevideo by sea. I thought of the first sisters who reached this land more 
than a century ago, surely not with means similar to ours today”. 
Her return to Italy, together with Sr. M. Christophe and Sr. M. Juana, was one day late, July 21. Sr. Suzan left 
from Fiumicino at the same time.  
July 20, the assistant Sr. M. Josy Jabol came back to Rome, after staying in Guadeloupe to carry on her school 
year commitment. 
July 15: Sr. M. Laura Restelli, general bursar, is definitively transferred to Via degli Artisti. Now all the 
members are present in the Curia.  
July 22: Sr. M. Elvira came back after a month of full immersion into the French Language, with the best results, 
as we have already read above.  
After a few days dedicated to meetings, the Prioress General left for Kabul together with Sr. M. Juana, on July 
30. The sisters of our international community over there have been waiting long and desiring to have this 
visitation. 
 

Calendar for August 2006 Calendar for August 2006 Calendar for August 2006 Calendar for August 2006     
 

2-16 August: Visit of Sr. M. Elvira and Sr. M. Celina to our communities in Nigeria   
The Delegation Assembly will take place in Ibadan, on August13-14-15. It will be presided by the Delegate Sr. 
M. Margaret Hussain. They will elect two counsellors and will draft the Regulation of the Delegation. 
August 6: The Prioress general and Sr. M. Juana will come back from Kabul. 
August 11: Sr. Suzan will come back from Peru.  
August 16: The Prioress General, accompanied by Sr. M. Christophe, will leave for Guadeloupe to visit the 
community and to preside the First Provincial Chapter, which will take place in Le Moule 19-25 August. The 
elections of the Prioress Provincial and the counsellors will take place on August 22. 
23-28 August: Sr. M. Elvira will participate in the meeting of Project Catherine IV, which will be held at 
Montemario-Rome.  
 

 


