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August 6: THANKSGIVING  of rev Sr. Mary 
Gloria Ukamaka eze, at her home town. 
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August 6-7-8  
THE VISIT of Sr. M. ELVIRA and Sr. M. 
CELINA  to the Community  
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Le Moule: Saturday, August 19, 2006 
We started the day with the Lauds and Holy Mass, celebrated by Monsignor Ernest Cabo, Bishop of the 
Guadeloupe Diocese. 
During the homily, the Celebrant said that we have the task of witnessing to the Word of God, that we were 
there, in the Chapter, to listen to the Word and to be open to the Spirit, like Virgin Mary, and continue to 
put the Word into practice.  
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The Bishop invited us to renew our communities and our Province in order to be a sign of God’s love in the 
Church. He went on saying that as religious we are lucky to emit the vows of obedience, poverty and 
chastity. For us Dominicans, obedience includes the other two vows. We welcome the invitation to obey 
like children, in simplicity and humility. This is how we must try to be in our communities. 
Monsignor Cabo underlined that there are difficulties in community life, but that the Lord also is there. We 
must build up our community to the end of realising what the Lord asks of us. We must learn how to look at 
our sisters with positive and good eyes. 
The Bishop ended his homily saying that this first Provincial Chapter is a new start for the Church, the 
Dominican Order and our Congregation. 
Let us beg our Holy Patrons and Virgin Mary to stay with us during the Chapter and to help us realise the 
will of God. 
After the Eucharistic celebration and after breakfast, we moved in procession towards the Chapter Hall. 
Each Sister participating in the chapter had a small lighted lamp to be deposited before a bouquet of flowers 
at the feet of the presidential table.  
 

Sr. M. Viviana opened the Provincial Chapter officially. 
 

August 20  
 

The Chapter work goes on and the sisters are truly committed in reflecting and searching the common good 
of our Family in Guadeloupe. Today they have worked a lot on the mission and the challenges emerging in 
this land. We strongly perceive the cry of the youths, who suffer lack of sense. The sisters tell us that 
suicides of youths keep on increasing. This, phenomenon naturally, worries a lot and stimulates everybody. 
Sects of different origin are invading the island. What does this tell us Dominicans?  
Moreover, the call to the Mission “ad gentes” is appearing. In fact, they have started realising that all the 
communities are present in the territory of only one diocese, that of Guadeloupe. This causes in them a 
strong sense of belonging to the local church, but perhaps also of poverty.  What does the Lord ask of us 
before this situation?  What would Mother Gérine do?  Would she say, “Allez, allez petites”, or would she 
say, “Stay where you are, stay, petites”?  
We have concluded the day with these very strong provocations and tomorrow morning, with a prolonged time 
of silence and adoration, we shall enter the climate of discernment to choose the new provincial government. 
 

August 21                             
 

We started the day with an hour of adoration to prepare ourselves for the election of the Prioress Provincial 
and her Counsellors. 
After a time of common prayer, we kept a climate of silence and prayer for the remaining part of the 
morning. In the afternoon, we continued our listening to the Spirit, for a time of discernment. 

 

Today, August 22, 2006, the first provincial Chapter has elected: 
 
 
Sr. Marie-Bertrand Fahrasmane –  
Prioress Provincial  
Sr. Marie-Georges Pelmar -  1st Counsellor 
Sr. Marie-Lise Denon -  2nd Counsellor   
Sr. Franciane Sainte-Luce -  3rd Counsellor  
Sr. François Dominique Chacal –  

4th  Counsellor  
 

May the Lord bless each sister  
    and the whole province of Guadeloupe! 

Best wishes! 
 

August 23 
The work goes on seriously and with zeal.  
Tomorrow we shall be busy voting the lines of action and animation for the new Province. Therefore, 
please, do not relent with your prayers!  
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The sisters over here are very happy to have their own provincial government and rejoice at the sight of the 
messages from many sisters and communities.  
It is effectively very consoling to feel remembered and loved when we are geographically far away. 
Yesterday’s festive climate ended with supper in the open, a supper fanned directly by the ocean!! 
A deserved pleasant moment, indeed, after a truly warm day filled up with emotions. Perspiration flows 
down in rivulets!!! 
However, nature is charming! I have not yet sent you any flower, but I shall do it on one of the coming days.  
Now, here is a beautiful piece of good news. The liturgical celebration, after the election of the Prioress 
Provincial, was truly inspiring for the name of the new Guadeloupe Province.  
In fact, the Capitulars decided to call it  

“Marie Reine” 
May Mary, Queen of all Dominic’s children, protect these sisters and continue to be our Mother. 
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Dearest sisters and lay associates,  

The capitulars and I are happy to receive your e-mails manifesting your affection and prayer 
during the Provincial Chapter. We thank you and hope that Queen Mary will accompany us, you and 
us, to be authentic children of St. Dominic and Mother Gérine and to announce joyfully the Word of 
truth to today’s world.  
 

P.S. We are glad for the presence of Sr. M. Viviana, Sr. M. Christophe and Sr. M. Barbara. Many thanks.           

….and to finish, here is the communication of the Prioress general 

Le Mule, August 27 
 

Dear Sisters, I have thought of keeping you informed with our programme for the next days, so that you 
may know where we are.  
Yesterday morning, August 26, we went to Radio Massabielle for an interview, which lasted almost one 
hour. It was a good opportunity to announce Jesus as well as the joy and beauty of belonging to Him. The 
whole Guadeloupe listens to this radio. 
In the afternoon, we held our first Provincial Council. 
Today, August 27, we are going to Capesterre, but we shall stop in a little town called Petit Bourg, where 
once a community of ours was present, and now it is no longer there. However, there is a sister, Sr. Angèle, 
who guarantees a pastoral presence.   
We shall stay in Capesterre on 28 and shall live for Trois Rivièrs on 29.  On August 31, if the sea allows it, 
we shall go to Terre-de-Bas, which is a small town in the island of Les Santes. It will be half an hour sailing 
by boat. In 2004, there was a strong earthquake, which caused severe damages to the town.  Only one sister 
is there at present, with no priest at all. It is a missionary territory.   
A voluntary missionary would be a real blessing! Who knows   ….  
In the evening of August 31, we shall depart for Pointe à Pitre, where there are two little communities and 
on September 3, we shall make our way back to Le Moule, where we shall meet the teachers of the primary 
and of the secondary school. We shall have another council and …. on September 5 shall fly back to Rome.  
Accompany us with your prayer, so that the encounter with the different realities of our Family in 
Guadeloupe, animated by the action of the Spirit, may be an occasion of renewed fraternity and missionary 
action for all of us.   

Embracing you all,  Sr. M. Viviana, O.P. 
  

UGANDA 
 

Feast of our Holy Father St. Dominic 
St. Dominic arrived in Uganda from Caleruega. Do you not believe? He did not allow any Dominican to remain 
seated, here in Uganda! We celebrated his feast with enthusiasm and love. Sr. M. Norah, Sr. M. Francesca and 
Sr. M. Florence went to Kenya for the Profession of our Dominican Brothers. We thank the Lord that there are 
still persons who desire, like St. Dominic, to offer their life for the salvation of souls. 
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Let us go back to the base. Here, at Namugongo, we prepared ourselves for the solemnity of St. Dominic with a 
time of special prayer. The Word of God guided us through the Beatitudes. We took the book of Fr. D’Amato, 
“The radicalism of the beatitudes”, we lingered on “Blessed are those who weep, they will be consoled”. We 
meditated on the gift of tears, which Dominic received from the Lord and lived throughout his life, weeping for 
the sinners and obtaining their conversion from the Lord.  
August 8 morning opened with the celebration   of Lauds and at 12.00, in our chapel, we had the Holy Mass 
presided by Monsignor Kayondo with Fr. Charles Kato, the Parish Priest of Namugongo. Some of our 
neighbouring friends also participated in the celebration. With his homily, Monsignor Richard called our 
reflection on the verb “to preach” and on what we preach. He said that it is not easy to preach, yet we must 
preach because this is our mission. He explained the relation between the Word and life, saying that we must 
preach the Word and live the true life. 
The Eucharistic celebration was solemn and the community had the joy of feeling one with the entire Dominican 
Family! 
Till next time! Sr. M. Teopista  
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PIRANO: Retreat for the candidates for Confirmation, 6-8 July, 2006  
The retreat took place in Clanec, an appropriate locality for this type of experience, situated in a valley of extra-
ordinary beauty. 
The houses over there are few, but resplendent with flowers and plants, in which I perceive the taste of their 
inhabitants.  
Here, our diocese, Koper, has a house, which the priests use for their different meetings with the boys.  
Soon after our arrival, we settled down: there were 25 boys and girls from 4 parishes, some of them were 
accompanied by their parents, some catechists and myself. Three of them were from our parish.  We divided 
them into three groups of 12 each. I was responsible for one of them, but worried for the language. Luckily, a 
boy knew Italian. We chose a girl as secretary and a boy for the service of translation. Anyhow, I tried to speak 
Slovene, though imperfectly. The boys were very well mannered and, therefore, I did not feel uneasy.  
The theme of the retreat was on the word “pietra” (stone). 
The personages of the three days journey were Jesus, Peter and I. 
The treated topics and aspects were: 

·  Story of Peter 
·  The call 
·  Where and how Jesus calls us today 
·  Sin 
·  Peter and the Risen Lord 

In our free time we had long walks immerging ourselves into nature.  
I tank the Lord for this beautiful experience, which has helped me to male a further step into the Slovene reality. 
Sr. M. Shireen 
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I am happy to share with you the grace and the joy my community has offered me by allowing me to participate 
in the diocesan Pilgrimage to Albi and to Lourdes. 
I was tranquil knowing that my sisters Romina, Kiran and Lorena accompanied the pilgrimage as well as Lucette, 
a faithful friend of the community who is getting ready to be a lay Dominican. She belongs to the group of the 
“Diocesan Hospitality in Lourdes”. 
All visited me often in my lodging. We were together for every meeting around the Virgin Mary. 
I went to Mary with you all, to thank her for the extraordinary grace of unity and entrusted all your intentions to 
her. 
We had very beautiful functions and I grasped the occasion for an immersion into the “pool”. The availability and 
kindness of the hospital workers, both during the journey and in Lourdes, touched me deeply. Thus, I feel the 
duty to take all, patients and companions, in my daily prayer, as a debt and a mission.   
May our God find us worthy of his call and may his power allow us “to fulfil the good we desire with an active 
faith”! (Paul to the Thessalonians) 
Sr. Osanna , from the infirmary of the Albi Community 
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Sunday, August 6 – Sr. Lorena is at Prédicadous. Since her life experience with us during the second year of 
Novitiate in April 2004, she is in relation with some Lay Christians whom she met in the meetings of the Parish 
area: catechists and the responsible persons of the catechumen movement. At the beginning of Advent 2004, a 
spark was kindled: Children (9-11 years) read a text on the poor from the Prophet Amos. One of them exclaimed, 
“They often tell us that there are poor children lacking everything. What can we do for them?” The Catechist felt 
questioned and shared the question in the preparatory meeting. We had received a letter the previous day from 
Sr. Suzanne (from Peru), who spoke of little Miguelito, a child of the street, whom Sr. Lorena had met. We read 
the letter and the catechists enthusiastically transmitted the content to their group. They opened a relation with 
Sr. Lorena and with the responsible women of the meals for children. They started an exchange-work, which, 
involving the adults at Christmas, allowed the acquisition of an economy kitchen and other material for the table 
of the children. Since then, the exchanges go on and the children themselves inform the parishioners through 
letters. It is always moving to hear from Peru during the parish Mass at communication and intercessions time. 
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In another catechism group (7-9 years),  some mothers grasp the occasion of the annual bazaar in town to put up 
a stand for PERU. They have collected a good sum of money for the table of the children.  
During this month of August, it has not been easy to communicate with the interested persons, but some phone 
calls at the eve of Sr. Lorena’s have sufficed for a dozen of persons, involved in the initiative, “Sharing with 
Peru”, to get together around her at Prédicadous. They have met for an exchange, in which every woman has 
expressed the best of her commitment and faith, asking Sr. Lorena about her life with the poor. They have made 
projects and each has understood that a missionary commitment is possible also in one’s own area of life.  
 

Tuesday, August 15 – We welcome Sr. M. Kiran, Sr. M. Romina and Sr. Lorena coming back from Lourdes 
where, at the invitation of our Bishop, they participated in the diocesan pilgrimage: two near the sick and one 
near the Youths. We extended the invitation for this meeting to a couple of friends very much committed with us 
in the Parish mission. The young sisters shared their experience and discoveries, while we asked them about their 
country and commitments. Thus, Pakistan, Italy and Peru widen their horizon and the testimony of the sisters 
tells us that the Lord calls and sends all those who want to follow him. 
At the end we prayed together and felt one in the spirit of the Ave Maria sung by Sr. M. Kiran in her own 
language. We need to add that our meetings always end with tasty refreshment, generously offered by … the 
invited! This is another kind of sharing!  
In revising these meetings in our community, we have underlined some points: 
From the words addressed to Sr. Lorena, “You can count on us” and “At least we offer and know where our 
money goes”. 
From the calls: 

- to run the risk of inviting generously and of welcoming unknown faces 
- to be with them, allowing the course of exchange , offering a space for the communication where 

we may express our testimony and create bonds among the participants. 
In fact, when they left several of them exchanged their addresses. 
All this provokes us to pay attention to the unforeseen, “to widen our tend”, to know how to welcome. 
Everything else is donated.  
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Our experience of a journey with Catherine 
 

We are four sisters of the delegation “Mére Gérine” invited to participate in the congress “Project Catherine IV”, 
held in Montemario-Rome from 23 to 28 August 2006.  
We joyfully share some of our feelings on the intense experience during these study and fraternity days. 
We started the congress on Wednesday evening with 27 other participants. Sr. Suzanne Caizergues introduced us 
to the reading of the message from Sr. M. Viviana, Prioress General. 
The work of the congress was about. “Images” frequently used by St. Catherine in her letters, in the Dialogue 
and Prayers. We worked on some of them: the cell, the key, the knife, water, the eye, the grafting, the tree, the 
bridge and the sun. 
On nearing these images, we discovered the passionate love of Catherine for God and for humanity; her 
attachment to Jesus Crucified and to the troubled Church of her time, we discovered her expressions of fire for 
the salvation of all those whom she met on her way. Naturally, because of the language and of the different 
culture, and being not sufficiently prepared, we met with some difficulties to enter fully the reflections and the 
sharing. 
However, we appreciated the delicate help of our “guardian angel” (the translator) assigned to each of us, as 
well as the group work, in which we had time for exchanges and explanations.  
The second day we travelled to Pisa in pilgrimage to the chapel of St. Christine, where St. Catherine received the 
stigmata from Jesus. After the celebration of the Eucharist, Luisella, a lay participant (there were six of them 
among us), in an interesting way, exposed the life of Catherine in Pisa and her spiritual experience. 
We appreciated also the variety of teaching ways: every day the group work was introduced by an exposition 
prepared during the year by one or the other participant: 9 all together. We passed from the classic way of 
teaching to the modern multi-medium one. This form had the immense advantage for us of joining words and 
images in a musical background.  
The quality of our listening emerged at the sharing time, which allowed each of us to express our thought to its 
very depth. This reciprocal listening favours freedom of word! 
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We herewith want to express our gratitude to Sr. M. Elvira, our Delegate, for her solicitude towards the four 
sisters, who have just joined this journey with Catherine. She wanted to give us also the “gift” of a stay 
supplement for a “supplement” of joy, arranging for a visit to the community in Via degli Artisti, of Fiano 
Romano, the Basilicas of St. Peter and Paul, of St. Paul outside the walls and St. Sabina.  
We once again want to thank each of our sisters.  
(Sr. Maria del Pilar, Sr. Inès, Sr. Emmanuel, Sr. Alice) 

 

� � � � �  
 
Spiritual Exercises and solemnity of St. Dominic 
 

On the first days of August, with 13 sisters and two lay associates, I participated in a course of Spiritual 
exercises in the Dominican Convent of Santa Maria del Sasso, Bibbiena (AR). In proposing this course of Sp. 
Exercises, the Prioress, on May 15, 2006, stated: 
“I write to inform you of an initiative, which I consider to be valid, beautiful and surely very much Dominican. I 
know that many of you know Rev. Fr. Giuseppe Serotti and have received plenty of good from him.  
Fr. Giuseppe cultivates a dream in his heart. He has started sharing it with the General Council of our 
Congregation. His dream is to turn the Sanctuary of Santa Maria del Sasso in Bibbiena into a place of 
Dominican preaching, a centre of spiritual formation and irradiation with the presence of an itinerant 
community, totally devoted to the preaching of the Word, with a particular attention to the youths. He has 
recently forwarded a concrete proposal: 
A course of Spiritual Exercises preached by him from 5 to 12 August 2006. 
He chose this date because there is nothing more beautiful for us Dominicans than coming together to celebrate 
the feast of our Holy Father Dominic. In fact, the feast recurs just in the midst of the Sp. Exercises. It will be a 
precious gift to look at him, at his passion for the Word, the proclamation of His word and to ask ourselves: are 
we today his prolongation in the Church and in today’s society?” 
Actually, we lived August 8 intensely and solemnly and bring with us its indelible memory! On the afternoon of 
the vigil, Fr. Giuseppe offered to our reflection the person of the Saint highlighting three characterising moments 
of his life: 

-  the selling of the books to feed the poor, indicating the sensitivity of his heart; 
- the night meeting with the heretic in Toulouse, indicating his maturating journey towards what God 

wanted from him: the charity of the truth; 
- the dispersion of his friars at the beginning of his Order, indicating his firm will to reach the aim of 

preaching: the salvation of souls, through an adequate preparation with study. 
On the feast day the altar of the Sanctuary, with the fresco of Virgin Mary inviting us to look at the divine Baby, 
shone with lights, flowers and red drapes; they exposed a relic of the Saint, in an artistic silver “theca”, in the 
chapel dedicated to St. Dominic. 
The following morning we celebrated Lauds one with the Holy Mass in the chorus of the nuns of “Santa Maria 
del Sasso”, who occupy part of the spacious convent, built in the ‘400, annexed to the Sanctuary. The Dominican 
Family was complete in the variety of its members! At noon, the singing of the Angelus and the celebration of 
midday prayer saw us gathered again in the common memory of our Founder. At 16.00, the participants in the 
Sp. Exercises celebrated together the Office of readings and meditated the life of the Saint, sharing their 
reflection. Meanwhile Fr. Giuseppe was busy preparing for the evening Mass at 18.00. The Eucharistic 
celebration, according to tradition, was presided by Fr. Andrea, a Franciscan Father from the convent of La 
Verna. It was concelebrated with 8 priests from the surrounding area. The Sanctuary was packed with faithful 
and the choir, conducted by Fr. Giuseppe, accompanied the singing of the Assembly, making the whole function 
solemn and intense. In his homily, the Celebrant highlighted the evangelising work of St. Dominic –a man who 
came from afar- in Italy, concluding with a reference to the location of the sanctuary, which is situated in a 
valley at a stone throw from the hills of La Verna and Camaldoli������	�
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After the singing of Vespers together with the nuns, the feast had its convivial moment in the supper, which Fr. 
Giuseppe offered to the priests, some of his collaborators and …. all of us! 
We concluded magnificently the solemnity of our Holy Patriarch Dominic with the singing of the antiphon, 
“Seraphic Father Francis and apostolic Fr. Dominic”. 
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August 2006 
For the solemnity of St. Dominic, August 8, our prioress General, on her return from Kabul, could send her 
wishes to the whole Family through a short, but intense letter. She invited us to meditate on the ardent desire of 
our Founder to go and take the love of Christ “to our Cuman brothers” and to ask him in prayer the courage of 
living whatever is essential and sets us free, in order to realise today his project of dedicating our life 
unconditionally for the “Cumans” of our times. 
On Assumption Day, the Curia was almost complete, since Sr. Suzanne had returned from Peru, but the 
following day the Prioress general and Sr. M. Christophe left for Gradeloupe, accompanied by Sr. M. Barbara 
Bonfante for the translation French-Italian. 
On August 17 Sr. M. Elvira and Sr. M. Celina came back from Nigeria. 
During this month, in different places and time, Sr. Suzanne, Sr. M. Celina, Sr. M. Laura and Sr. M. Carla have 
followed a course of Spiritual Exercises. 
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September 6 – Our Prioress general and Sr. Christophe will come back from Guadeloupe. 
September 12 – The Prioress general will attend the UISG meeting- Constellation of Rome. 
Many of the remaining days in September will be dedicated to meetings of the General Council.  


