di S. Caterina da Siena
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The life grows....

Uganda: NAMUGONGO
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Sr. M. Teopista

ITALIA: Fiano Romano

Stefania Lucchesi started her Noviciate journey
on February 11.

Sr. M. Rosina Barbari accompanied her a few
days before from the community of Milano
Niguarda. Thus, Stefania experiences a double
entrance and Maria Grazia acquires a new
companion of journey.

BEST WISHES, STEFANIA!

NIGERIA: IBADAN
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THIS IS THE WORK OF THE LORD

Yes, it is the work of the Lord! It is wonderful onr eyes to see how God, in his infinite
bounty, calls to himself five of us: Sr. M. Glorfar. M. Lillian, Sr. M. Veronica, Sr. M.
Francisca and Sr. M. ljeoma, consecrating them i love.
The journey, which we started five years ago, heached its winning post in the New
Congregation of Mother Gérine. We were filled wili and enthusiasm when, some months
ago, we received the beautiful news of our adnmstgiathe Temporary Profession, but at the
dawn of the great event we experienced tensionsiespfear of the unknown, insomnia, loss
of appetite and an unusual calm.
All these feelings made us to perceive more ddéplyower and the love of God for us. In
fact, they disappeared soon after the Professioving way to great joy and happiness,
comparable to the experience of the pregnant woswon after delivering her child. The
mother forgets the pang of delivery as soon assshe the newly born baby.
The journey so far has not been too easy, buttheegof God has offered us the possibility to
overcome the test. We give him glory and thanksHobsing us and repeat with St. Paul,
"God has chosen our weakness to make us stromgfhri.fToday we owe all we are to God
and to his predilection. The support of your prayalso, dear sisters, has been a powerful
instrument in oujourney to our first reaching post. We do not fdrggethank all of you,
particularly the Ibadan Community and our dear Matliseneral, Sr. M. Viviana Ballarin,
who received our Profession

The newly professed sisters.

Mafoluku-L_agos

The world day of Consecrated Life

. ) * /
* %
% * )
& *
% ¢ * 0 *
* 1 2
! *
> 1 2 0
& , 1 witnesses to the life of Jesus,
namely as persons called to live His mandate rather than to carry on a professional work. 2
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From "St. Joseph's” Province, Pakistan

There are many Protestant Groups of various denominations in Pakistan. Every

year, during the octave of prayer for the Unity of the Church, we celebrate ecumenical
functions in all the principal Catholic centres.
This year, the National Commission for the inter-religious dialogue and Ecumenism
organised an ecumenical prayer meeting in the Cathedral. Besides the Bishop,
Monsignor Joseph Coutts, many priests, religious, faithful and protestant groups with
their pastors participated in its. The function went on in a climate of serene
participation on behalf of all the participants. After the prayer meeting we all went to
the Bishop's House for a simple refreshment, which offered the occasion for a friendly
exchange of ideas. The Bishop expressed his hope that the meeting might not be
limited to only once a year, but be repeated often.

The Association for peace in Asia (ACHA), USA, has honoured Rev. Fr. Bonnie Mendes with
a Peace Award.
This Prize has been awarded to Fr. Bonnie as a recognition for his constant, untiring activity in the
fields of peace, defence of human rights and education.

From 4™ till 10" February, a Conference of Dominican Leaders in Asia took place in
the Pastoral Institute of Multan, and was conducted by the Dominican Fathers. Fr.
Timothy Radcliffe and Fr. Chrys McVey, together with 26 delegates from different
Asian Countries and 7 from Pakistan, participated in it. Sr. M. Lillian and Sr. M. Rubina
were members of the organising committee. The first day of the meeting was open to
all Dominicans in Pakistan. Many Sisters and Lay Dominicans invaded the Institute for
a truly joyful "Family" get together. The Conference started at 15.00 on 4™ February
and unfolded during the whole day until late at night. Our sisters from Faisalabad
together with the Novices had the task of welcoming all the participants. Fr. Timothy
spoke on the theme, "The challenge of preaching as Dominican Family", with his own
usual depth and clearness of ideas.

After a time of orientation and reciprocal knowledge, all participated in the Eucharistic
Celebration presided by the Bishop of Multan (Monsignor Andrew Francis). After
Mass, our sisters, Novices and Aspirants offered a cultural Programme followed by a
very joyful, fun-filled fraternal supper.

Faisalabad: on 22" February 5 aspirants left for Warispura to start their postulancy, while
the remaining 13 continue their studies in Faisalabad to appear in the coming F.A. examinations.
The Community offered a joyful farewell party to those who left, accompanying them with prayer.
The serious disorders caused by the cartoons, which have deeply wounded the feelings of the
Muslims, keep us in a constant tension and vigilance. Because of prudence, we have closed the
schools for a few days. We need to pray for the Christian community and for those who use
these events as instruments of their own personal or party's interest.

Despite the instability of the situation and the danger of travelling, Sr. M. Lillian went to
Multan of 22" February, to participate in the meeting of Major Superiors and the
Council met in Lahore on 25" and 26" February for the monthly meeting.



From the PROVINCE “ OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY”
ITALY

TORINO

o Your Word is & lamp ffor my steps, & Light along my jowrney”
On Ye occarion of We avmiversary of We death. of Pope Jobon Pavt I, #he Youtf Offfice orgamived e "8 Lowrs of #e Gospel”, 4 contimued reading of Hhe
four Gospels (pom 11.30 of Friday 3L 11.30 of Sundasy, 2 April. The persons involved in it ane: We youtls who wisked To offer Hein availability 1o read
& dagten of Ue Gorpel, Woe paiests, Me religions who widked 1o offer Wein availability 1o comment & Clapter of e Gospel ... groups or individual
ferrons who wisked To project thein presence dining pantl of Hhese days, and We youths who wisked 1o offfer Wein availalility as 4 gourp of service.
Dur communily, o, offfred it participation or Ue jogful ammouncement of e Goyped.

* Hartto beart”
Dering the 2006 Olympic Games in Torina the Local Catliolic Clunch bas been wnited in e vichmess of its Aifferent components: parioles, associations,
movements, sminarits and rligiovs Congpegations. 11 bas warted 1o be present by offpring e possibility of the Evclanistic Adoration. They chow e
buncl. ean Wt amalll aguane wher, ewery ewering, e priging of he Olympic Ganes Took place.
The Adoration wert on e whole week [pom 20.30 1l 23.30. The 0ight Lime of amusement, award of Priges, becams, 1o U sunrpaine of mamy, the Lime in
which many wet We Lord.

This initiative bas been 4 beantifpl occarion of wilnessing To 4 church Wal praps and works Togethen. The moments of armimation, vinging and
welcoming were abuattd wery wewing To poups fpom diffrut aneciations and movements. Tlis bas allowed rmciprocal laowledge and more
collaboration. They requerted sl We neligiows of We ity o be 4 prasging presemee before Ye Lord. Alsa our Communnity bas wanted 1o be thin Lttle sign of
e Lord' s presence in e beart of Hhe Olympic Gamen,

VIGEVANO
THE EUROPEAN YOUTHS ... GROW

The exchange of meetings between the students of our St. Joseph's psycho-pedagogical liceo

and the English girls students of "St. Dominic Priority School of Stone", goes on being active and
alive, thanks to the telematic and epistolary communications.
The girls students in Stone came to Vigevano in the month of February, as guests in the families of
our students. During the week they have staged a programme in our Institute and have visited, for
didactic purposes, Milano, Pavia and, of course, Vigevano. In March the boys from our school will
return the visit going to England for a week of didactic exchange. They will be offered hospitality by
some English families.

At the end of their stay in Vigevano, the students of class three in our Psycho-pedagogical
liceo, presented the opera of Shakespeare, Juliet and Romeo, exceptionally prepared and performed.
This kind of initiatives is of great help in forming a European spirit and, as the Principal highlighted,
they offer a way of living globalisation and feeling the unity of the Church.

This experience is a further bond, which unites our Congregation with that of the Stone
Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine, after the opening of the inter-national community of Ealing,
London, made up of six sisters, three from each Congregation. The Stone Sisters have always been
practising hospitality for students in that house. Now the work continues in collaboration with our
Congregation, which started officially its presence in this country from 23rd October 2005.

FIANO ROMANO :

THE "TABOR"
The earth has not open! Just the first week-end in February. From 3" till 5™ March, the boys journeying
for their vocational discernment TABOR met at Fiano Romano.
The theme of the meeting was the Covenant of God with his people, starting from mount Sion, which
has, therefore, become a symbol of departure.
On Friday evening, the boys gathered and narrated their own life experience of prayer, which they had
lived as commitment for the period that followed the previous phase on prayer. Three of them lived this
experience by staying in our community for a few days.
On Saturday morning, Sr. M. Cinzia presented the covenant of God with his people in the Old Testament.
In particular, she presented the ten words of life in Sinai as an experience and itinerary of freedom. After a
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prolonged time of personal meditation, Don Mark proposed the personal project as a concrete means to
live our own commitment in a personal covenant with God. Then each boy started to elaborate his own
project. After a delicious lunch, consumed together with the novices, we considered, in the afternoon, the
different ways of living life as a covenant, on the basis of the lived experience. The following spoke:

- Livia and Lele on married life as a covenant between the spouses and God (meanwhile the novices
took care of their child, Alberto);
- Sr. M. Lara of consecrated life as covenant with Christ and as prophetic sign of God's covenant
with his people;
- Don Marco of priestly life as ministry of the covenant.
After a time of exchange in 3 groups, we deepened all together the theme with questions on each of its
aspects.
On Sunday morning we meditated on the new and eternal covenant lived in love and celebrated in the
Eucharist.
The Sunday lunch with the sisters and the priests of the Parish was beautiful and festive.
Then, after a moment of evaluation and planning for the successive period until the new appointment
(during the Holy Week), we celebrated the new and eternal covenant of the Eucharist. Morning prayer,
Vespers and the Eucharist were celebrated always with the religious community, who accepted and
accompanied the whole programme. Several young girls alternatively spent some days in our community.
They had actually come either to speak with some sister or on purpose to share our life: this is a moment
of enrichment for the whole community.

EXSPERIENCES....

I g 2tligions Gfe | Lave lagd on cllivating Hhe desine  of Lwing clowr Hhe went of 4 Clagten, of being
present i Hhe bowae in which 1 would be ctlebrated and of collaborating, according To my capacity, with s

bappy dwelopmert. Howewer | bad sever bad e chance 1o realise my devine. During Hhe pramer i prtpanation
ha%ewawdC%wmeGQMMaéﬂtNW/&wy%MMm,h&tawhddaaﬁawf&wﬂdio”d&apw

Quocki, sabing ler To  waldh over my desine. Ome day, | rectived 4 plome call [pom Motler Viviana,
communicating To me Wat | bad ben chosn by ber and ber Council To participate in Hhe special gmeral
Chapter 1o belp e Capitiban Saters with Liflfrent sewices. My slin dbivertd, becanse | 1aw Yo svawer o
Motler Pis to my gpeat desine. | s0om snsnted o e requedt. "Yer, Motlen, | bave ben desining i
awddhm'UQakymﬁphﬂm.lmaKq%yahdumdymwwwn$maﬁmdaﬂai'

[ (elt guite a2 bome in AU, where | spent beantiful and itense days lecanse of e strong emotions,

participating im the ewents Hhat werd on, Togther with e community viatrs of AllL, among whick we Al (el
guite 41 bome. | el ewriched by what | Lved and discovered. For Uin peat gifit | Yhank Mother Gereral with

ber Council, te Prioress Provincial and sl e sistrs who bane offfered me Uiz opportunity and Hhe peat
joy of being presnd in such anm importand wert of our Religiows Family,
6. M. Gubriclle Delle Mopacke

NAMUGONGO
“Let the children alone, and do not stop them from coming to me; for it is to such as this that the
Kingdom of Heaven belongs” 67 68
#Children and Life Mission"'
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& > Sr. M. Teopista

From the General Curia

Calendar for March 2006

From the news in the present F.I. you aready know that the journey of the Prioress Generd,
accompanied by Sr. M. Celine, to Nigeria, and the journey of Sr. M. Consuelo to Uganda have been
concluded happily. The other Assistants General are carrying on their commitments.

The great event in the month of March will be the transfer of the General Curia to the new residence
in Viadegli Artisti, inthe fully historical centre of Rome.

On 19" March the new General Council will begin its "Roman" meetings, the very first one having
taken place in Albi, during the Special Chapter.

On 2" and 3" March the Prioress General and Sr. M. Celine will be in Torino for the Council of
Administration of the clinic.

On 4™ March the Prioress General will meet Rosaria Marchesi in Genova to study together the layout
of the Family Bulletin. On the following day she will conduct the spiritua retreat for the religious of
the USMI in that city.



