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The life grows…. 
 
Uganda: NAMUGONGO   
On second February, Feast of the Presentation of the Lord to the Temple, 
during the celebration of Lauds, Maria Nalubega started her postulancy 
journey. The celebration was simple and beautiful. Sr. M. Consuelo was with 
us and we had the grace of a community meeting during which we shared the 
Norms, Declarations, animation lines, etc. "fruit” of the General Chapter. It 
was important for our formation community to reflect on fraternal life. 
We are experiencing the presence of the Lord Jesus who precedes us and, with 
his loving eyes, calls many youths. Notwithstanding today's earthly confusion, 
they listen to His voice and follow him. 
Dear Sisters of the whole Congregation, let us be one in fraternity and in 
perceiving the joy of Mother Gèrine to see all her daughters united in love.   

                                                                                                        Sr. M. Teopista 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ITALIA: Fiano Romano 
Stefania Lucchesi started her Noviciate journey 
on February 11. 
Sr. M. Rosina Barbari accompanied her a few 
days before from the community of Milano 
Niguarda.   Thus, Stefania experiences a double 
entrance and Maria Grazia acquires a new 
companion of journey.  
BEST WISHES, STEFANIA! 
 

 
NIGERIA: IBADAN 

 
The first group of young women to complete the initial 
formation journey in Nigeria emitted the Profession on 
11th February. We can well imagine the joy and gratitude, 
which characterised this celebration. It took place in the 
open with the participation of many people, under the 
tends, which protected us from the heat of the tropical 
sun. It was somehow uneasy for Mother Viviana and Sr. 
M. Celine who had hardly left the Italian winter climate. 
However, very soon the rhythm of the African feast 
involved them fully and they enthusiastically joined the 
singing of thanksgiving for the special gift of God to the 
Congregation and to the Nigerian Church.  
(From the left: Sr. M. Veronica, Sr. M. Francisca, Sr. M. 
Lilian, Sr. M. Assunta Ijeoma and Sr. M. Gloria). 

All the sisters of the Delegation had their first assembly after the beautiful feast of the young Sisters. It is 
very beautiful to rejoice at the development of our Congregation in this land of Africa. All the sisters were 
present and the house, which once looked too large, now seems to have been made with appropriate 
dimensions! 

 

SUORE DOMENICANE di S. Caterina da Sienadi S. Caterina da Sienadi S. Caterina da Sienadi S. Caterina da Siena    
FOGLIO INFORMATIVOFOGLIO INFORMATIVOFOGLIO INFORMATIVOFOGLIO INFORMATIVO    
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The building of the hospital also is in good progress. It is rapidly taking shape as a sober and functional 
edifice. The sick people who come to the clinic look at the new building (definitely more adequate than the 
existing one) and ask, "Shall we have also always a doctor? Shall we have the possibility of being admitted 
in case of need? Will this hospital care for emergency cases?" 
As always, the demand and the urgency of the people in need are always pressing and question us. We 
thank the Lord also because among the five newly professed sisters there are two professional nurses, 
who desire to donate their life for the sick, like our Mother Gérine. 
The commitment for the realisation of this project is going on; it is heavy, but we trust in divine 
Providence and in the solidarity of many sensitive and generous people.  

 
 
THIS IS THE WORK OF THE LORD 
 

Yes, it is the work of the Lord! It is wonderful in our eyes to see how God, in his infinite 
bounty, calls to himself five of us:  Sr. M. Gloria, Sr. M. Lillian, Sr. M. Veronica, Sr. M. 
Francisca and Sr. M. Ijeoma, consecrating them with His love. 
The journey, which we started five years ago, has reached its winning post in the New 
Congregation of Mother Gérine. We were filled with joy and enthusiasm when, some months 
ago, we received the beautiful news of our admission to the Temporary Profession, but at the 
dawn of the great event we experienced tensions, worries, fear of the unknown, insomnia, loss 
of appetite and an unusual calm. 
All these feelings made us to perceive more deeply the power and the love of God for us. In 
fact, they disappeared soon after the Profession, giving way to great joy and happiness, 
comparable to the experience of the pregnant woman soon after delivering her child. The 
mother forgets the pang of delivery as soon as she sees the newly born baby. 
The journey so far has not been too easy, but the grace of God has offered us the possibility to 
overcome the test. We give him glory and thanks for choosing us and repeat with St. Paul, 
"God has chosen our weakness to make us strong in faith". Today we owe all we are to God 
and to his predilection. The support of your prayers also, dear sisters, has been a powerful 
instrument in our journey to our first reaching post. We do not forget to thank all of you, 
particularly the Ibadan Community and our dear Mother General, Sr. M. Viviana Ballarin, 
who received our Profession 

The newly professed sisters. 
 

Mafoluku-Lagos 
 
The world day of Consecrated Life 
 
On February 2, feast of the Presentation of Jesus to the Temple, we lived two important moments: the 
renewal of vows of Sr. M. Gloria Nnamani and the Diocesan celebration for the consecrated religious. Sr. 
M. Gloria renewed the vows in the hands of Sr. M. Margaret Hussain during the celebration of Morning 
Prayer. It was a very meaningful moment for the whole community. The aspirants had the occasion of 
reflecting on God's call and we renewed our vows , reflecting on what they ask of us. The previous day 
we prepared ourselves with a special time dedicated to Eucharistic Adoration and to our reflection on the 
consecrated life according to the teachings of the Church. Soon after the renewal of vows, we left for the 
diocesan celebration, during which His Eminence Anthony Olubumni Okogie concelebrated with many 
priests and religious of the Diocese. 
 
In His homily, the Cardinal highlighted the role of the consecrated persons as witnesses to the life of Jesus, 
namely as persons called to live His mandate rather than to carry on a professional work.  At the offertory, Sr. M. 
Gloria and Sr. Marie Lucia, with three more sisters, took the offerings to the altar:  empty hands, to 
signify our self-offering and its fruit, as a sign of abundance. At the end of Holy Mass, Sr. M. Caroline 
Igwe was presented to the Cardinal as the new Vice-President of the Diocesan Religious Association.  
At the end recreation and a fraternal agape could not be missing. The children from the Parish danced, 
while sisters from different Congregations presented their songs. It was a beautiful and rich experience 
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for all, particularly for Sr. M. Gloria and Sr. Marie Lucia who participated in the celebration for the first 
time.  

 
 

    
From "St. Joseph's" Province, PakistaFrom "St. Joseph's" Province, PakistaFrom "St. Joseph's" Province, PakistaFrom "St. Joseph's" Province, Pakistannnn    

 
�      There are many Protestant Groups of various denominations in Pakistan. Every  

year, during the octave of prayer for the Unity of the Church, we celebrate ecumenical 
functions in all the principal Catholic centres.  
This year, the National Commission for the inter-religious dialogue and Ecumenism 
organised an ecumenical prayer meeting in the Cathedral. Besides the Bishop, 
Monsignor Joseph Coutts, many priests, religious, faithful and protestant groups with 
their pastors participated in its.  The function went on in a climate of serene 
participation on behalf of all the participants. After the prayer meeting we all went to 
the Bishop's House for a simple refreshment, which offered the occasion for a friendly 
exchange of ideas. The Bishop expressed his hope that the meeting might not be 
limited to only once a year, but be repeated often. 

 
� The Association for peace in Asia (ACHA), USA, has honoured Rev. Fr. Bonnie Mendes with 
a Peace Award. 
This Prize has been awarded to Fr. Bonnie as a recognition for his constant, untiring activity in the 
fields of peace, defence of human rights and education.  
 

� From 4th till 10th February, a Conference of Dominican Leaders in Asia took place in 
the Pastoral Institute of Multan, and was conducted by the Dominican Fathers. Fr. 
Timothy Radcliffe and Fr. Chrys McVey, together with 26 delegates from different 
Asian Countries and 7 from Pakistan, participated in it. Sr. M. Lillian and Sr. M. Rubina 
were members of the organising committee. The first day of the meeting was open to 
all Dominicans in Pakistan. Many Sisters and Lay Dominicans invaded the Institute for 
a truly joyful "Family" get together. The Conference started at 15.00 on 4th February 
and unfolded during the whole day until late at night. Our sisters from Faisalabad 
together with the Novices had the task of welcoming all the participants. Fr. Timothy 
spoke on the theme, "The challenge of preaching as Dominican Family", with his own 
usual depth and clearness of ideas.  
After a time of orientation and reciprocal knowledge, all participated in the Eucharistic 
Celebration presided by the Bishop of Multan (Monsignor Andrew Francis). After 
Mass, our sisters, Novices and Aspirants offered a cultural Programme followed by a 
very joyful, fun-filled  fraternal supper. 

 
� Faisalabad: on 22nd February 5 aspirants left for Warispura to start their postulancy, while 
the remaining 13 continue their studies in Faisalabad to appear in the coming F.A. examinations. 
The Community offered a joyful farewell party to those who left, accompanying them with prayer. 
The serious disorders caused by the cartoons, which have deeply wounded the feelings of the 
Muslims, keep us in a constant tension and vigilance. Because of prudence, we have closed the 
schools for a few days. We need to pray for the Christian community and for those who use 
these events as instruments of their own personal or party's interest. 
 

� Despite the instability of the situation and the danger of travelling, Sr. M. Lillian went to 
Multan of 22nd February, to participate in the meeting of Major Superiors and the 
Council met in Lahore on 25th and 26th February for the monthly meeting.  
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From  the PROVINCE “ OUR  LADY  OF  THE  ROSARY”  
ITALY 

 
TORINO 
 

• "Your Word is a lamp for my steps, a light along my journey""Your Word is a lamp for my steps, a light along my journey""Your Word is a lamp for my steps, a light along my journey""Your Word is a lamp for my steps, a light along my journey"    
On the occasion of the anniversary of the death of Pope John Paul II, the Youth Office organised the "48 hours of the Gospel", a continued reading of the 
four Gospels from 17.30 of Friday till 17.30 of Sunday, 2nd April. The persons involved in it are: the youths who wished to offer their availability to read 
a chapter of the Gospel, the priests, the religious who wished to offer their availability to comment a Chapter of the Gospel   …  groups or individual 
persons  who wished to project their presence during part of these days, and the youths who wished to offer their availability as a gourp of service.  
 Our community, too, offered its participation for the joyful announcement of the Gospel.  
 

     
• “Heart to heart”“Heart to heart”“Heart to heart”“Heart to heart”    

During the 2006 Olympic Games in Torino the local Catholic Church has been united in the richness of its different components: parishes, associations, 
movements, seminaries and religious Congregations. It has wanted to be present by offering the possibility of the Eucharistic Adoration. They chose the 
church near the small square where, every evening, the prizing of the Olympic Games took place.  
The Adoration went on the whole week from 20.30 till 23.30. The night time of amusement, award of Prizes, became, to the surprise of many, the time in 
which many met the Lord. 
 This initiative has been a beautiful occasion of witnessing to a church that prays and works together. The moments of animation, singing and 
welcoming were entrusted every evening to groups from different associations and movements. This has allowed reciprocal knowledge and more 
collaboration. They requested all the religious of the city to be a praying presence before the Lord.  Also our Community has wanted to be this little sign of 
the Lord's presence in the heart of the Olympic Games.  
 

VIGEVANO 
 

THE EUROPEAN YOUTHS  … GROW 
 
 The exchange of meetings between the students of our St. Joseph's psycho-pedagogical liceo 
and the English girls students of "St. Dominic Priority School of Stone", goes on being active and 
alive, thanks to the telematic and epistolary communications. 
The girls students in Stone came to Vigevano in the month of February, as guests in the families of 
our students. During the week they have staged a programme in our Institute and have visited, for 
didactic purposes, Milano, Pavia and, of course, Vigevano. In March the boys from our school will 
return the visit going to England for a week of didactic exchange. They will be offered hospitality by 
some English families.  

At the end of their stay in Vigevano, the students of class three in our Psycho-pedagogical 
liceo, presented  the opera of Shakespeare, Juliet and Romeo, exceptionally prepared and performed. 
This kind of initiatives is of great help in forming a European spirit and, as the Principal highlighted, 
they offer a way of living globalisation and feeling the unity of the Church. 

This experience is a further bond, which unites our Congregation with that of the Stone 
Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine, after the opening of the inter-national community of Ealing, 
London, made up of six sisters, three from each Congregation. The Stone Sisters have always been 
practising hospitality for students in that house. Now the work continues in collaboration with our 
Congregation, which started officially its presence in this country from 23rd October 2005.  
 
 
 

FIANO ROMANO : 
THE "TABOR" 

The earth has not open!  Just the first week-end in February. From 3rd  till 5th March, the boys journeying 
for their vocational discernment TABOR met at Fiano Romano.  
The theme of the meeting was the Covenant of God with his people, starting from mount Sion, which 
has, therefore, become a symbol of departure.  
On Friday evening, the boys gathered and narrated their own life experience of prayer, which they had 
lived as commitment for the period that followed the previous phase on prayer. Three of them lived this 
experience by staying in our community for a few days. 
On Saturday morning, Sr. M. Cinzia presented the covenant of God with his people in the Old Testament. 
In particular, she presented the ten words of life in Sinai as an experience and itinerary of freedom. After a 
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prolonged time of personal meditation, Don Mark proposed the personal project as a concrete means to 
live our own commitment in a personal covenant with God. Then each boy started to elaborate his own 
project. After a delicious lunch, consumed together with the novices, we considered, in the afternoon, the 
different ways of living life as a covenant, on the basis of the lived experience.  The following spoke: 
 

- Livia and Lele on married life as a covenant between the spouses and God (meanwhile the novices 
took care of their child, Alberto); 

- Sr. M. Lara of consecrated life as covenant with Christ and as prophetic sign of God's covenant 
with his people; 

- Don Marco of priestly life as ministry of the covenant. 
After a time of exchange in 3 groups, we deepened all together the theme with questions on each of its 
aspects. 
On Sunday morning we meditated on the new and eternal covenant lived in love and celebrated in the 
Eucharist. 
The Sunday lunch with the sisters and the priests of the Parish was beautiful and festive. 
Then, after a moment of evaluation and planning for the successive period until the new appointment 
(during the Holy Week), we celebrated the new and eternal covenant of the Eucharist. Morning prayer, 
Vespers and the Eucharist were celebrated always with the religious community, who accepted and 
accompanied the whole programme. Several young girls alternatively spent some days in our community. 
They had actually come either to speak with some sister or on purpose to share our life: this is a moment 
of enrichment for the whole community.  
 
 

EXSPERIENCeS….EXSPERIENCeS….EXSPERIENCeS….EXSPERIENCeS….    
 
In my religious life I have kept on cultivating the desire  of living closer the event of a Chapter, of being 
present in the house in which it would be celebrated and of  collaborating, according to my capacity, with its 
happy development. However I had never had the chance to realise my desire. During the prayer in preparation 
for the special General Chapter of the New Congregation, to be celebrated in Albi, I turned to Mother Pia 
Quochi, asking her to  watch over my desire. One day, I received a phone call from Mother Viviana, 
communicating to me that I had been chosen by her and her Council to participate in the special general 
Chapter to help the Capitular Sisters with different services. My skin shivered, because I saw the answer of 
Mother Pia to my great desire. I soon assented to the request. "Yes, Mother, I have been desiring this 
invitation, thank you, Mother: I am happy and send you an embrace and a kiss". 
I felt quite at home in Albi, where I spent beautiful and intense days because of the strong emotions, 
participating in the events that went on, together with the community sisters of Albi, among which we all felt 
quite at home. I feel enriched by what I lived and discovered. For this great gift I thank Mother General with 
her Council, the Prioress Provincial and all the sisters who have offered me this opportunity and the great 
joy of being present in such an important event of our Religious Family. 

Sr. M. Gabriella Delle Monache 
NAMUGONGO 

 
“Let the children alone, and do not stop them from coming to me; for it is to such as this that the 

Kingdom of Heaven belongs” Matthew 19, 14 
We have started the New Year in a beautiful way for our Family and the apostolate, because we are helping 
the orphanage "Children and Life Mission", which is situated in the territory of our Parish and is run by the 
Salesians.  
It is a centre which shelters  about 135 children and boys from the street, the exploitation fields or are 
orphans living alone. Their insertion in this well kept orphanage is not too easy, and at times those who come 
from the experience of the street, run away, but their return is almost always ensured.  On behalf of the 
community, I go to these children twice a week to teach them singing (which for us is very much formative) 
and for the catechesis. The experience I am living is very beautiful and rich. These little ones have a lot to 
narrate, they want to grow and to help other children in future. They want to be healed and to overcome the 
difficulty of passing from a life of destitute to a normal one.  
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They are happy to hear me speak of God's love, which is manifested by the life of the priests, the religious and 
other persons, who take care of them and  allow them to live in the joy of possessing a house and a place 
where to sleep. It is a delicate job, which requires a lot of tenderness.  Sr. M. Teopista 
    
From the General CuriaFrom the General CuriaFrom the General CuriaFrom the General Curia    
 
 
Calendar for March 2006 
From the news in the present F.I. you already know that the journey of the Prioress General, 
accompanied by Sr. M. Celine, to Nigeria, and the journey of Sr. M. Consuelo to Uganda have been 
concluded happily. The other Assistants General are carrying on their commitments.  
The great event in the month of March will be the transfer of the General Curia to the new residence 
in Via degli Artisti, in the fully historical centre of Rome. 
On 19th March the new General Council will begin its "Roman" meetings, the very first one having 
taken place in Albi, during the Special Chapter. 
On 2nd and 3rd March the Prioress General and Sr. M. Celine will be in Torino for the Council of 
Administration of the clinic. 
On 4th March the Prioress General will meet Rosaria Marchesi in Genova to study together the layout 
of the Family Bulletin. On the following day she will conduct the spiritual retreat for the religious of 
the USMI in that city.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


