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The theme, which guided the Diocesan Day of the 
youths, on April 22, 2006, was,  

"It has transformed the hearts". 
More than 250 youths from different Parishes of 
the Koper Diocese, met to celebrate the Tenth 
Diocesan Day dedicated to them. With the theme 
'Spremeil srca je' ( it has transformed the hearts), 
the organisers tried to carry the participating 
youths to re-explore themselves within, to be 
enabled of establishing a positive and mature 
relationship with God, with themselves and with 
others (above all with their parents and relatives). 
Besides the various topics and group-works, there 
was also the performance of a "dance as a corporeal 
and spiritual expression", illustrated by Sr. M. 
Felicitas. 
This group-work aimed at making the participants (more than 35) to understand that our body - as 
St. Paul says - is first of all the temple of God and is to be respected, loved and given up as an 
expression of the infinite and saving love of God for each creature.  
Through the meditative dance as prayer, we can express thanksgiving feelings of joy, praise and 
supplication to God, as well as communicate a beneficial message to today's man. 
A fully well-prepared and lived meditative dance can become an important means of meditation. It 
helps to enter one's interiority to discover oneself in God and God in oneself, as St. Catherine says., 
to know how to speak of Him to men without too many words, while the world proposes just the 
contrary to us as ideal.  
This dance harmonises our interior and exterior world, it binds us as a Christian community that 
lives the joy of one heart and one soul, even in diversities. We are all children of the same Father and 
if our dance is offered to God not as a theatre, but as prayer, it can help us to find the healing way, 
which creates fraternal and friendly relationships.  
The youths concluded their afternoon prayer by interpreting the morning hymn with a meditative 
dance for that meeting day on the theme “It has transformed our hearts". 
  

Nigeria 
 

Reception/Thanksgiving Mass of Sr. M. Francesca Onyebuchi, O.P.   
     The 23rd of April 2006, was a memorable day for our community: the day in which Sr. M. 
Francesca Onyebuchi with all the members of her family, thanked the Lord for His love in her life. 
     It was a memorable day also for the members of St Mary’s Catholic Church Ezira, for the 
parishioners and their Parish Priest, as they joined the family of Onyebuchi to thank the Good Lord 
for His wonderful deeds in the life of Francesca, their daughter. Sr. M. Francesca, in fact, is the 
second Reverend Sister in the history of their town after eighteen years. The ceremony was well 
attended by the sisters of the Lagos Community and some of the Abatete Community. 
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     During the homily, the parish priest explained to the parishioners what the religious life entails 
especially in the Order of Preacher (Dominican Order), where the community life is like the life of the 
early Christians. For the thanksgiving procession Sr. M. Francesca was accompanied by the Sisters, the 
members of her family, friends and by the parish children dance group. It was really a colorful feast.  
      Towards the end of the Mass, the Parish Priest called Sr. M. Francesca and our Sisters to the Altar 
for a formal presentation to the people. He expressed his joy of having the opportunity to meet with 
part of the Dominican family, exclaiming, “Now we are members of the Dominican family and I want 
to be a member of your Community!" Then the participants offered their gifts to Sr. M. Francesca. 
After this, Sr. M. Caroline, on behalf of the Congregation, thanked the Onyebuchi family, the parish priest 
and the parishioners for the gift of their daughter to the Church and for the warm welcome received from 
the people. She made the people to know that Sr. M. Francesca is a good gift to the church, though she is 
still at her initial formation. So she asked the people to remember her in their prayers always.  
     The celebration ended with the thanksgiving on behalf of the newly professed sister, who exhorted 
the youths of her parish to be generous in giving their lives to the service of the Lord who says, 
“Come and taste … ”. This impressed the Parish Priest so much as he commended her bold speech. 
Entertainment followed immediately after the Mass, the family was very happy and grateful to God 
Almighty and the Congregation.     

On the same day there was the same celebration at Ugbene, in the same Anambra State, for Sr. 
M. Veronica; the communities participated with some sisters in a Parish and others in the other.  
 

Now, with heart full of joy and gratitude to God Almighty, we prepare ourselves to receive in 
our midst Sr. M. Marilena Ruggia on the 30th of April. 
  

    
 
  
 
 

Thanking God, our Easter functions have been carried on peacefully, though surrounded by 

exceptional security measures, because of the recent attacks of the suicide Bombers. There are 

new acts of violence inflicting and renewing the wounds of society. This, more than ever, makes 

us to feel the need of prayer; to make personal efforts to cultivate peace in and around us: sure, 

it is only a tiny, but mysterious collaboration with the mysterious action of the Spirit of God, the 

Spirit of true peace. The Feast of our Mother Catherine fully enters the daily reality of the life of 

the church in Pakistan. Her indefatigable action for peace, her words of fire seem to be 

pronounced today for this little portion of the flock of Christ, with all its internal and external 

lights and shadows. 

The new academic year has started in our schools. The Government intends to shift the date of 

the beginning of the school year from April, as it has been so far, to September. This means that 

the School year will be from September to May. Even the private schools will have to adopt 

gradually the same calendar. We continue as before for this year, while we start to organize 

ourselves for the new structure.  
 

After Easter there has been a succession of functions and meetings, among which the 

convocation of the Provincial Assembly of the Dominican Fathers. Sr. M. Lillian has been elected 

to participate in the first two days meeting, namely April 19 and 20.  

They have underlined strongly the importance of community life as a source of light and of 

strength to face the many difficult challenges of the present moment.  
 

Summer advances at gigantic steps with a temperature from 35 to 37 degrees centigrade, thus 

ushering in the buzzing of the electric fans and  the …  background "music" of all our activities. 
 

The Second  Circular Letter of Sr. M. Viviana, which we have just received by E-mail, has 

brought us plenty of joy: our Family is being organized in its new physiognomy and is also 

growing. We send our prayerful wishes to Sr. M. Consuelo and Sr. M. Margaret Hussain for the 

new service they have been called to. May the Risen Lord grant the choicest graces to the two 

"young" Delegations! Best wishes also to Sr. M. Laura Restelli, with the prayer that the 

accounts, in the strange Bank of the Lord, may always be correct.  
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EASTER IN LONDON: EASTER IN LONDON: EASTER IN LONDON: EASTER IN LONDON:  We started our Lent with the commitment of entering the mystery of the 
sufferings of Christ. We have meditated on this great mystery of Christ, helping ourselves by taking 
different topics for thought and prayer. On Palm Sunday, we had a precession from the Abbey school 
to the Church with trumpet that created the atmosphere of the time of Jesus, when people welcomed 
Him in Jerusalem. 
On 11th April we participated in the Chrism Mass at Westminister Church, in Central London. It was a 
great sign of witness of God’s love. There were almost four hundred priests and bishops for the 
celebration of the Chrism Mass. The children’s choir chanted as angels in heaven and people 
belonging to different professions came forward to bring oils: a doctor and a nurse brought the oil for 
the sick, a seminarian for the ordination and confirmation, a couple and a catechumen for Baptism. It 
was a wonderful  and touching ceremony. 
On 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th April  we lived with great participation and devotion all the rituals of the 
Holy Week and of Easter. Eight new people entered the Catholic faith  on Easter Night with a very 
moving and meaningful rite.  Everything has helped us to live this Easter in unity, allowing ourselves 
to be involved by all that we celebrated. 
On 17th April, Easter Monday,  the whole community enjoyed a picnic  to central London, at Hyde Park. 
There, besides enjoying the beautiful time spent together, we had the joy of admiring the countless 
flower-beds covered with very colourful flowers, trees, fountains, a beautiful water fall  and very many 
varieties of birds which turn the park into a true beauty. We all admired the work of creation and 
thanked the Lord for his goodness in our life.  Sr.Rukhsana Murad 
 

 

Happy news ! ! ! 
 

E-mail  from Kabul, April 30 
Dear Sisters, we wish you a very beautiful feast of St. Catherine, the great missionary in love with the 
souls! 
We have a WONDERFUL piece of news to share with you: just on the feast of St. Catherine we 
moved to the new house. This is a very exciting experience much beyond our reach and 
understanding. After waiting for one and half year, how is it possible that we have to move to the new 
house just on the feast of St. Catherine? We have told each other that, as St. Catherine was always on 
the move, because she was an itinerant preacher, we, too, can spend most of the day along the road, in 
order to transfer our things to the new house. Though the distance from the old house to the new one 
is very short, yet the interior journey that we are having is very meaningful. The Lords wants us to go 
through a long period of formation, for the mission he entrusts to us.                             . 
On Friday, April 28, we went to the Italian embassy for the Eucharistic celebration. Rev. Fr. Moretti 
anticipated the feast of St. Catherine and celebrated the Mass for us and after the Mass he gave us also a 
little gift, a cake and a drink. Today, after two days hard work, we have celebrated the 
feast of our beloved Mother Catherine in our NEW HOUSE, in our own way. We are thankful to Sr. Ela 
who has been fully involved with us and has encouraged us to celebrate this feast in the best possible way.  
On 9th May, we have invited Rev. Fr. Moretti to celebrate the Holy Mass in our new chapel  and bless 
the new house. We have invited also the Little Sisters and the sisters of Mother 
Theresa as well to share our joy. We are very thankful to God who has always been walking with us 
and guiding us according to His own plans. It is the experience of Exodus, slow but redemptive.  
Thank you very much for your prayers and love.  Later we shall inform you about how the things go 
on. We embrace you with love.  Srs. Jamila and Razia 
 

an Example to be imitated….   
Casale Monferrato (Italia) - Our community with its apostolic mission of the assistance to the aged, 
has started a communication activity with the parishioners, by adding a page to the Parish magazine to 
let the voice of our aged guests be heard … let us listen to it: 
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"Perhaps not everybody knows that St. Dominic's Institute is situated in Via Pinelli since 1921! How 
many children have been growing within it, amidst the benches of the school, creating many still 
existing bonds and dear memory of periods in which we studied the world and learned to know 
the Lord with heart full of affection, which only children have. 
How many guests have found in it a new family and loving cares, a help, a smile just when the age 
whitens the hair and solitude knocks at the door of one's own house.  
Throughout all these years, the Dominican sisters have carried on their work on tip toes, with the 
spirit of sacrifice proper of a deep love for God and neighbours.  
Many years have passed and now the school within the Institute has been closed down , the 
restructures of the edifice have modified the internal aspect and the personnel has gone on being 
re-placed by the laity. The spirit, however, is still the same: to be close to each single lady, to provide 
her needs, to offer smiles, to support in difficult situations, but also to joke, to dance and to laugh …" 
 
Activity and recreation 
"Dear Readers, you must know that in the afternoon of every Monday, the ladies, our guests, 
gather for the reading of newspapers. It is a time  in which hey are offered the possibility of 
exposing their problems, like the conviviality in the Institute, the events of the globe. It is the time to 
narrate some episode of their life or simply to exchange smiles and feel alive. One speaks to us 
above the love with which she cultivated his orchard, another of his youth, etc. However, two are 
the words that flow from their voice, change their expression, brighten their eyes marking their 
faces and their heart: 'house' and 'solitude' …  
 
Our first appearance in the Parish Magazine is over, but not desperate … We shall meet in the 
next issue. Good bye!" 
 
From the General Curia From the General Curia From the General Curia From the General Curia     
April 2006  
Also in the month of April, the sisters of the Curia 
have been busy in different meetings of the 
General Council. 
During the Holy Week, some of them have lived 
the beautiful experience of participating in the 
rite of the Hebrew Supper and that of the Last 
Supper, which Fr. Giuseppe Serotti had proposed 
to the faithful of the Sanctuary of Santa Maria 
del Sasso, in Bibbiena (AR).  
On 23rd April, the Prioress General guided the 
juniors, present in Florence, in the visit of the 
Convent of St. Mark, where the Blessed Angelico 
goes on preaching the Gospel with his paintings. 
Mother Viviana shared with them also the 
experience of the Special General Chapter. 
There have, then, been the foreseen departures: 
On April 24, Sr. M. Christophe left for France; 
On April 26 the Prioress General, accompanied 
by Sr. M. Consuelo Serafin, for the canonical 
visitation in Slovenia; 
On April 30, Sr. Suzanne and Sr. M. Celine for 
Guadeloupe, and Sr. M. Elvira to preach the 
Spiritual Exercises to the nuns of the Dominican 
Monastery in Bergamo.  
Another departure took place on April 30: that of 
Sr. M. Marilena, who has returned to Nigeria, after 

the "forced" stay in Italy because of health 
problems.  
 

Calendar for May 2006 
 

May 2: The Prioress General comes back from 
Slovenia. 
May 4-6: The Prioress General, Sr. M. Juana 
and Sr. M. Carla will be in Turin. 
May 11: Sr. Suzanne, Sr. M. Celine, Sr. M. 
Christophe and Sr. M. Elvira will return to 
Rome. 
May 12-15: Days of General Council Meetings 
May 16-24: The Prioress General and Sr. M. 
Elvira, recently appointed Delegate for this 
Delegation, will visit the Delegation of 
France/Spain. On May 18-28, there will be the 
Delegation Assembly for the appointment of the 
Counsellors and the drafting of the Rules of the 
Delegation. 
May 26: The Prioress General and Sr. M. 
Christophe will leave for the communities in 
Uganda.  
The Decree for the erection of the Noviciate 
House will be promulgated at Namugongo. 
Bernadette Kutuusa and Caroline Mwinganiza 
will start their Noviciate. On June 4, Sr. M. 
Teopista and Sr. M. Hellen will renew their 
temporary vows in the hands of the Prioress 
General.  


