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THE GENERAL CHAPTER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some flashes of history: Arrival in Albi 
 
28.12.2005: All the capitulars are in Albi: from Italy, Africa, 
Slovenia, Afghanistan, Peru, Argentina, Brasil, Uruguay, Pakistan, 
France and Guadalupe…. all have reached the Maison Mére. After 
a joyful welcome and exchanges of embraces, the sisters settle in 
their rooms for a time of rest. Those in charge of secretarial work 
and the organisation of various services soon start their work to 
prepare the  management of the Chapter in the best possible way. 
On the previous days, the Archbishop of Albi, Monsignor Pierre-
Marie Carré, had invited the whole Diocese to pray for the event of 
the General Chapter. Here are a few expressions from the Diocesan 
Newspaper: 
 

"The Congregation of the Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of 
Siena, Albi, is going to live an important phase of its existence 
towards the end of this year. 
During the special General Chapter, which will be held in Albi at 
the end of December 2005, it will get united with the Italian 
Congregation of the Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of Siena, 
Rome. These two Congregations have the same Foundress, Mother 
Gérine, in Albi in the half part of XIX century. 
Prepared during a long time by both the Congregations, this 
Chapter will create a new Religious Institute; it is the matter of "re-
building a common Family", as we read from the Decree of the 
Sacred Congregation for the Religious Institutes, which has 
approved the union.  
I recommend this Chapter to the prayer of the whole Diocese. The 
new Prioress General of the new Congregation will be elected 
during the Chapter". 
 

 29.12.2005: We open the day with a solemn act: we welcome the  

"pro tempore President", 
Monsignor Pierre-Marie Carré, 
while waiting for the election of 
the new Prioress General. In a 
climate of simplicity and joy, the 
Archbishop has wanted to know 
us before the celebration of the 
Holy Mass for the official opening 
of the Chapter. 
In his homily, he has called to 
mind how the Gospel of the 
presentation of Jesus in the 
temple was the glory of an 
encounter -the old Simeon  who 
takes into his arms baby Jesus - 
and the event we are living is an 
encounter between a reality, 
which is already there, full of 
hope, and a reality to be realised 
and which, however, can be 
somehow disquieting because of 
its being unknown. Thus, the cry: 
Albi, Albi" of Mother Gérine at her 
death, does not express so much 
the nostalgia of a place, as the 
omen of a future reality, the 
reality that we are living now. The 
very beautiful multi-lingual songs 
have made this encounter with 
the Lord, faithful guide of our 
steps, deeper and more lively. 
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Official opening of the Chapter 
After the Eucharistic celebration, the sisters gathered in the chapter hall to start their work. The 
Archbishop revived our awareness of the effective re-unification of the two Congregations, to 
continue the service of announcing the Truth. Fr. Michel Dortel-Chaudot, the canonist, who has 
accompanied us along our journey towards the union and who is present in the chapter as expert 
moderator, underlined the importance of this Chapter, not only for our Religious Family, but also for 
the entire Dominican Order and the Church. He said that every charism, a gift of God, is at the 
service of the growth of His Kingdom. 
The scrutinisers and the moderators were elected to guide the assemblies of the following capitular days. 
 
30.12.2005 - Informal assemblies 
The capitular sisters gathered in a formal assembly in the morning and in the afternoon to highlight 
the hopes and the fears concerning the new Congregation and the coming three years journey. On 
this basic reflections, the sisters outlined the characteristics a prioress general should possess to 
answer the given expectations and fears in the best possible way. The sharing was made on an 
outline of reflection, prepared by the moderator on the Project of life. 
In the evening, capitulars and community, met in the chapel for a prayer vigil for the election of the 
prioress general. The reading of some passages from the life of Mother Gérine led us back to the 
sources, to find the primitive unity once again. The vigil closed with an invocation to the Holy Spirit 
for the one who would be our prioress general and for her council. We remembered also the sisters 
who have preceded us, the sisters who, by offering the pain of separation, have surely contributed to 
the present realisation of unity. 
 
31.12.2005 – In the feast of Mother Gérine   
Today, feast of Mother Gérine, we thank the Lord for the gift of her life, source of life for our charism. We 
invoke the Spirit to open our heart, to enable us to live as she taught us, welcoming the Word with 
simplicity and faith, trustfully abandoning ourselves to God's project of love on each of us and on the 
whole Family. 
After the celebration of Lauds, there is the celebration of Holy Mass with the invocation to the Holy Spirit 
for the election of the Prioress General. Then the capitulars gather for the election. 
Soon after the announcement of the election of Sr. M. Viviana as Prioress General of the new 
Congregation, all the sisters gather in the "Grand Chapelle", to thank the Lord with the singing of the Te 
Deum. 
On behalf of the whole Congregation, all the sisters, with the gesture of the "Venia", express the will and 
the desire of obedience to the Prioress General. They do it in the certainty that the will of God for each of 
us concretises in her. The capitulars enjoy a festive and  fraternal agape before  resuming their work.  
 
    BEST WISHES TO SR. M. VIVIANA !!! 

    
Moments of joy and offering of gifts to the Prioress General of the ‘new Congregation’ call the sisters 

 to rejoice in the evening 
 
01.01.2006 
 
After an informal assembly, there is the election of the Counsellors. The following sisters result elected: 
 
Sr. Suzanne Calzerguez, Sr. Marie-Christophe Mariano, Sr. M. Elvira Bonacorsi, Sr. M. Josy Jabol,  
Sr. M. Celina Stangherlin, Sr. M. Juana Segura 
 
02/03.01.2006 - Group work and sharing assemblies  
The specific works of the chapter begin with their full rhythm. They go on in the groups and in the 
sharing assemblies. On the first days the themes are on mission and fraternal life. The Archbishop 
Mons. Pierre-Marie Carré participates in the assemblies. After underlining his appreciation of the 
sharing among the capitulars, he observes that some constant as well as different elements have 
emerged with regard to the mission. The different elements are due to the fact that each Congregation 
has received a particular gift of the Holy Spirit and each of them, just because of the received charism, 
cannot do everything. Each Congregation has received the gift of a particular call, and has to answer the 
call with the available means and resources. He reminds all the capitulars that, as consecrated religious, 
they are called to be signs of the world to come and of a new hope, through fraternal love, joy, space 
given to God in prayer and chastity. Finally, Monsignor Carré invites each sister to show with life and 
mission, made up of commitments and activities, that the meaning of our existence can be found in God 
alone. He concludes by encouraging the sisters, saying that he appreciates the deep level of their 
sharing. 
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04/05.01.2006 - The group works continue 
The groups go on with their reflection examining the chapters of the Project of life on prayer and on 
study. The rich sharing seeks to find the norms and animation lines discussed in assembly. 
The capitulars appreciate the beauty of the text on prayer, "Our prayer, ardent research of the face 
of God, inhabited by the multiplicity of the faces we meet in our daily life,  joins the intercessions of 
Dominic "to whom a special grace has been granted, the grace of praying for the sinners, the poor, 
the afflicted" (Blessed Jordan of Saxony). This prayer permeates our life, makes us contemplative in 
the mission and flourishes in praise, adoration and times of free presence before God. 
Study is confirmed to be an integral part of our life. "Before the challenges of this world, we are 
called to study as an act of hope, to discover in the past and in the present, apparently sterile, the 
seeds of a future full of the unchangeable promises of God. It expresses our trust that every reality 
encloses a sense". 
 
06.01.2006 - A strange … epiphany 
The realised unity takes the capitulars to draw 
once again the map of the Congregation, as a 
visible sign of the communion, which has been 
found afresh, and of the communitarian mission, 
which flows from it. Various hypotheses are 
proposed and discussed in the assembly, 
according to the Transitory Norms "The 
Congregation is articulated in communities, which 
can be grouped into Provinces, Vice-provinces, 
territories governed by Delegations". 
 
07.01.2006 - Along the shore of Gave… to 
meet Mary 
The capitular assembly, today, enjoys a break to 
go in pilgrimage to Lourdes. The departure is 
fixed… before sunrise, to participate in the Mass 
in the upper Basilica of the Sanctuary. Among 
the leafless trees along the sides of the Gave, in 
Lourdes, soon a tepid sun appears -a rare thing 
in the Pyrenees at this time of the year- warming 
us and manifesting to us the tenderness of Mary. 
After lunch, consumed in fraternal joy, we 
dedicate the afternoon to personal prayer.  
We entrust to the Blessed Virgin, special patron 
of the Order, our heart's intentions and the entire 
Family, which praises God for the achieved unity 
and implores from Him the grace of a fruitful life 
for the whole Church. 
On our way back, after celebrating solemnly the 
first Vespers of the Epiphany, while greeting the 
sunset, the bus echoes with music, canons and 
multilingual songs, expressions of spontaneous 
fraternity.  We reach our Mother House in the 
evening and find Albi in the darkness … just as 
we had left it in the morning! 
 
08.01.2006 -   …. we have seen His star 
The solemnity of Epiphany, which the church in 
France celebrates today, Sunday, is characterised 
by work in assembly to discuss and to vote the 
formation lines on mission, the norms and the 
animation lines on fraternal life. The common 
research makes lines and norms, which give life to 
the communities and a new enthusiasm to the 
mission shared with the laity, to. emerge strongly 
from the confrontation.  
An important moment of the day is the 
Eucharistic Celebration in the Cathedral, presided 
by the Archbishop. At 11.15 all the capitulars and 

some sisters of the community go to the Cathedral 
for the celebration and Monsignor Carré greets the 
sisters saying that their presence is a special sign 
on this feast. The Magi come from distant places 
to adore the King, following the sign of the star: 
similarly the sisters from different continents, who 
are celebrating the unity they have found again, 
are a sign of the universal salvation, of the Gospel 
that reaches the extreme boundaries of the earth. 
The word of the Archbishop fills us with gratitude 
and, like the Magi, we return joyfully to our 
assembly and continue the confrontation, the 
discussion and the voting. 
We conclude the day with the celebration of 
Vespers, contemplating the universality of the 
peoples who adore the Saviour …. in the waiting 
for the Befana, who has announced her visit for 
the evening! 
 
09.01.2006 
After the pilgrimage-pause, the group and 
assembly works are resumed without any delay. 
The assemblies require time, but reveal flexibility 
and capacity of rapid adaptation to new matters, 
to sharing and voting. Thus we pass from the 
minutes to the norms or the animation lines; from 
the new geographic map organisation of the 
Congregation to the administration of goods, in a 
wise work able to give the right value to each 
moment, without ever wasting  the time at our 
disposal: a time which becomes evermore precious 
as we move towards the closing of the Chapter! 
 
Today the reflection and discussion on the 
geographic map of the new Congregation go on, 
with the composition of provinces, delegations and 
communities grouping for a more agile 
government  and more attentive to the concrete 
situations.  The confrontations of norms on the 
chapters of prayer and study follow, and in the 
afternoon we conclude our work on some aspects 
concerning the economic administration. 
The administrative organisation is presented as 
an aspect, which allows us to live our mission 
today in forms incarnated in our time and 
adequate to it.  
With these thoughts in the heart, all the sisters 
move to the chapel in procession for the 
celebration of Vespers, singing and entrusting to 
God the future, which we receive from His hands.  
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10.01.2006 -  …  "witness to the taste of life 
The peak of today is the liturgical celebration during which Sr. Abida renews the vows for three 
years in our Congregation. The celebration is presided by Fr. Jean Pierre Arfeuil, o.p., Provincial of 
the Dominicans of the Toulouse Province. This is how he addresses  all who are present:  
"The text of the letter of St. Paul brings to memory things we know well: often our world gets lost 
because it does no longer know what the sense of life is. The Lord asks all Christians, particularly 
all of us who are called to proclaim the Gospel, to be men and women, who carry a bit of salvation to 
the world, a spark of the light He offers us to illumine the journey. More than what we realise, with 
our community life we witness that it is possible to live as brothers. 
Our living together is a great testimony, more than sermons of high theology. The essential thing is 
to be witnesses to the mercy of God for all those whom He puts on our way. If we allow the Spirit to 
live in our hearts, he will show us the way to be salt of the earth and light of the world, after the 
example of Dominic, Catherine and Mother Gérine. My wish is that you may be bearers of salt and 
of God's light also in difficult situations". 
 

The invitation to be salt and light in our world gives sense to all that we have been thinking, 
discussing and sharing in the assembly. Our mission is received as gift and urges us to be signs of 
salvation. Even the aspects of administration and organisation have this end: to allow the 
announcement of the Gospel. The life-style to which the reflection invites us is the evangelical one: 
sharing everything to be like the poor, who receive everything from God.  
In this context we read also the letter of the Master of the Order, who invites us to embrace an 
apostolic project together with the Fathers at St. Baume, one of the traditional dearest places of the 
Order in France. We entrust everything to the Spirit, who knows hearts and horizons, and to the 
intercession of mary Magdalene, special patron of the Dominican Family. 
 
12.01.2006 - "How beautiful your works are, o Lord" 
 
"The resurrection of Jesus is the foundation and the exceptional event of our faith. It asks us to enter 
this experience so that we may discover what it means and may hear that it calls us to enter already the 
world of the Resurrection. Mary seeks Him who has died on the cross. The body has disappeared, but 
she accepts to look for it and discovers that it is just at her side, but in a spiritual way. Often, we are 
attracted by what we can touch and measure, but Jesus asks us to do it with faith: He calls and sends 
us. 
The second step he asks of us is conversion, and this is our experience before and during the Chapter. 
To turn to Christ means to recognise him living and acting among us. 
He is the Living One, He is among us and sends us into the world. The unity is a gift of the Spirit, but 
it is also a task to be fulfilled  … at home! May the Lord support you through the intercession of 
Mother Gérine and may He urge you to be daring announcers of the Good News". 
 

With these words, Archbishops Pierre.Marie Carré exhorts the Chapter Assembly during the 
thanksgiving celebration of Mass in the Grand Chapelle. 
Gathered in the place in which the remains of Mother Gérine rest, we listen to the exhortation of finding 
again the missionary zeal, which springs from the restored unity, and which the daily Eucharist 
strengthens and makes to grow. 
The works of the chapter are going to be concluded; the assembly is busy in examining the petitions 
and in fixing formation lines, recommendations and ordinances for the Acts. It is a work of 
confrontation and reflection, which allows us to experience the richness of the common research. 
Words find it difficult to express the whole reality; touched by the lived experience, each heart welcomes 
as a gift also the presence of the Archbishop of Albi. He has concretely proposed to us a project of 
pastoral collaboration in Albi, as a concrete and manifested sign of the restored Family unity. 
We entrust this and other requests to the Spirit, so that He may prepare the journeys for their 
realisation. 
All that the Capitulars have lived has been entrusted to a written message: it wants to be the sharing 
of a lived Grace, which becomes a commitment for tomorrow, for the whole Family. 
 

Message of the Capitulars present at the special General Chapter 
to the Sisters of the Congregation 

 
Gathered for the Special General Chapter at the birthplace of our Religious Family, we turn to you, 
dear sisters of the unique Congregation of the Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of Siena, to share 
our hope with you, inviting you to join us in our thanksgiving prayer. 
We have lived a simple and true experience of fraternity, in the awareness of our diversities, 
welcoming the richness of each person, which has allowed us to be ourselves in freedom. There 
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have been moments in which we have experienced our vulnerability and, not rarely, confrontation 
has freed us from our false securities. 
The very often dreamt unity has become a reality through this historical event. 
We have re-discovered the actuality of our charism: in a world, which too often denies the 
differences, our experience of universality and fraternity announces that the desire of the Father is 
that of making one family of children and brothers out of the entire humanity" (Project of life-
Mission No.6). 
The Spirit, who guides us, is creating new things through us. We, therefore, carry on the testimony 
of God's wisdom for each one; joyfully and humbly, we offer the taste of living to the world. 
Dearest sisters, let us continue to build up unity in the community and wherever we are sent. To 
this end, the Chapter entrusts us with the Project of Life, which we are called to make truly our 
own. It will help us to mould ourselves as true disciples and to live our mission as Dominic and 
Catherine did, in order to build up fraternal communities. 
We are aware that the decisions of the Chapter may cause perplexity in certain cases: they ask for 
Mother Gérine's heritage of trust and audacity. 
May the Spirit, who sets us in motion, keep on urging us to go ahead, and may He turn us into 
hope-filled joyful witnesses. 
 
"what my eyes have seen, … " Testimony of Sr. M. Romina 
When Mother Viviana asked my contribution for a service of translation during the Chapter, I knew 
quite well that it was a very great event and a good opportunity for me. However, at first, what 
fascinated me most was the possibility of coming to Albi (a thing I had long been dreaming of), together 
with the chance of practising English and French. 
Today, the last day of the Chapter, my heart overflows with gratitude, because I am aware that the Lord 
has offered to me an experience, which is much above my expectations! 
During 15 very intense days, every day I have admired the commitment of my sisters to an extremely 
mature dialogue, based on reciprocal respect, which never got stuck to personal questions, but constantly 
centred on to a higher good. 
I have come to know many faces, which are now dear to me; I have experienced a fraternity, which day 
after day has gone on melting and becoming warmer. 
It has been a very strong testimony and experience for me. It has warmed my heart and enlightened my 
mind. It has given courage and the desire to share with my sisters the immense gift, which I have 
received. 

    
UGANDA 

NAMUGONGO: : : : On the first days of December, the Dominican fathers organised at Uzima, in Kenya, 

a retreat in which many youths from Uganda participated. They were accompanied by Sr. M. 

Florence,  Sr. M. Hellen, Sr. M. Teopista and by us, aspirants. The theme of the retreat was the 

Eucharist. The Blessed Sacrament remained exposed for the adoration and meditation every day. The 

retreat was very involving and we enjoyed, above all, the presence of the Lord among us. 

The fathers helped us to understand the importance of the Sacrament of Confession, sacrament of mercy 

and love. The conference on Mary, on the last day, offered us indications for our future journey. 

We are thankful to the community for offering us the opportunity of this experience. Sylvia and Mary. 
 

BRASIL 
We, the community of Alto Taquari, thank God for all we have received during this year of mission. 

On 27th November, we concluded our pastoral activities of catechesis with the celebration of the 

Sacrament of Confirmation, administered by the diocesan Bishop Monsignor Sebastian Assis F. (o. f. 

m.) to youths and adults. 

The advent season followed this event. During this period, the co-ordinators of the urban sectors and 

of the barrios received the pamphlet of the Christmas Novena for the community prayer, in the 

families of a given territory of the Parish. The Brasilian Church, represented by the Brasilian Episcopal 

Conference, every year proposes a central theme to all the Christian communities in Brasil, so that it 

may be a subject of reflection, on which to pray, meditate and celebrate. By doing this it intends to 

reach the heart of every citizen, so that each person may welcome the daily reality with its daily 

problems and, starting from the Gospel, may change it and live it with dignity. The central theme this 

year is, "The light shines in the darkness". 
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  PAKISTAN 
    

Before the chapter: 
The Dominican Family 
grows: on 8th December 
morning, ‘05, 5 Dominican 
Novices emitted their simple 
Profession and 6 postulants 
started the Noviciate. Best 
wishes of perseverance and 
holiness.  
 

On the occasion of the 
transfer of the Nuncio, 
Archbishop Alessandro 
D'Errico, now appointed 
Nuncio in Bosnia, a solemn 
Mass, with the participation 
of many Priests and 
religious, was celebrated in 
Islamabad on 7th December.  
 

The celebration of Christmas, 
this year, has been lived in a 
special atmosphere of sobriety 
because of the recent, painful 
events in Kashmir and Sangla 
Hill. However, the intimate joy 
of Christmas has, equally, 
enlightened with serenity and 
hopes the very many 
Christians who have crowded 
the Christmas Holy Masses. 

They have taken exceptional measures of security to prevent any 
eventual attacks on behalf of fundamentalists and terrorists. 
 
27th December was a day of exodus:  Sr. M. Lillian, Sr. M. Robina 
and the four Delegates left from Lahore for Albi to participate in the 
historical Special Chapter. The prayer of the entire Province follows 
and sustains them in their responsible task. 
 

After the Chapter: 
It is not easy to express in words certain deep spiritual experiences. 
After the long journey from Albi to Pakistan, we, who have received 
from the Lord the immense grace of participating personally in the 
historical event of the General Chapter, have resumed our normal 
life with an interior patrimony enriched by indelible experiences. 
We felt quite at home in Albi, among "sisters" in a most real 
affectionate atmosphere of a family re-united around the "mama". It 
has been a starting anew to walk towards a future we have begun to 
build together according to the plans of God. It is surely not going to 
be a simple and short commitment! It will demand the full 
dedication and availability of each one to realise concretely, step by 
step, the dream of Mother Gérine. We are scattered all over the 
world, but we are ONE reality and through this unity grace will bring 
great things to fulfilment.  
We thank the Lord for this so much desired "miracle" and think 
gratefully of all those who have suffered and done a lot to see the 
dawn of this day. 
Now we shall try our best to share all we have very intensely lived 
during the chapter with all our sisters: We thank all the sisters for 
the fraternal attention with which they have surrounded us in Albi: 
Thank you, dearest ones and  ALLEZ, ALLEZ PETITES! 

 

From the General CuriaFrom the General CuriaFrom the General CuriaFrom the General Curia    
 
January and February 2006 
These two months follow immediately the election of the Prioress General and of the Assistants, who 
will guide and animate tha Congregation during the coming three transitory years, as foreseen by 
Canon Law for a Congregation, which is born by a Decree of Union. Some of the newly elected 
Assistants are in their previous communities to hand over their activities, for which the appointments 
in the calendar contemplate also the commitments of the "old" assistants. 
Prioress General:  from 7th till 16th February will be in Ibadan (Nigeria) to receive the first Profession 
of five novices. 
Sr. M. Consuelo: January 31 - February 20, will be in Uganda for a visit to the two communities. 
During her stay at Namugongo Maria Nalubega will start her postulancy. 
Sr. M. Elvira: January 24-27, will stay with the Dominican Nuns of the monastery "Matris Domini", 
Bergamo, to conduct meetings on formation. She will spend the whole month of February visiting the 
communities of London, France and Spain. 
Sr. M. Juana and Sr. M. Suzanne will visit the communities in Argentina and Uruguay. 
Sr. M. Rosa: January 24-27, will be in Slovenia, to see the possibility of opening a second community 
near Ljubliana. 
Sr. M. Christophe: will bring to completion various commitments she had previously assumed. 
Sr. M. Celina: January 21-22, has conducted, in Montemario, the III meeting of voluntary 
missionaries;  February 7-16, she will accompany the Prioress General in her visit to Ibadan and 
dedicate her attention to the on-going construction of a little hospital. 
Sr. M. Josy: will look after the arrangement of her previous commitments. 
The new General Council will meet in Rome, Via degli Artisti, on 15th March.     


